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QoESTiOKABLE ! — ay ; 30 vei-y questionable, in my opinion, is the fact of their 
coming at all, that I am now going to question whether they ever did, or 
ecm come. This opinion I know is opposed to a very general, a long-esta* 
bliahed, and with some a deeply-rooted belief in snpematnral appearances, 
and is opposed to what may be ahttori considered as well-authenticated /act«, 
which neither the repeated exposure of very many " ghost tricks," and 
clearly-proved imposture, nor sound philosophical argnments, have been able 
to set aside altogether. Most persons, therefore, will no doubt consider that 
the task of "laying" all the ghosts that have appeared, and putting a stop 
to any others ever making an appearance, is a most difBcnlt task. This is 
granted ; and although I do not believe, like Owen Glendower, that I can 
" call the spirits from the vasty deep," but on the contrary agree in this 
Tespect with HotapiU', if I did call that they would not come, I nevertbaU.?a^ 
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althougli no conjuror, do conjure up for the occasion hosts of ghosts which 
I see I have to contend against. Yes, I do see before me, " in my mind's 
eye "— 

A vast army, composed of ghost, goblin, and sprite 1 

With their eyea ftill of fire, all gleaming with spite ! 

All lurking about in the " dead of the night " 

"With their &ces so pale and their shrouds all so white ! 

Or hiding about in dark holes and comers, 

To fright grown-up folk, or little " Jack Homers." 

But though they all stand in this fierce grim array. 

Armed with pen and with pencil, " I'll drive them away." 

It is not only, however, against these horrible and ghastly-looking cloud 
of flimsy foes that one has to deal with in a question like this, but there are 
numbers of respectable and respected authors, and highly respectable wit- 
nesses, on the side of the ghosts ; and it must be admitted that it is no easy 
matter to put aside the testimony of all these respectable persons. They 
may have thought, and some may still think, that they have done, and are 
doing, good^ by supporting this belief; but I Icnow on the contrary that they 
have done, and are doing, great Imrm ; and I, therefore, stand forth in the 
hope of "laying" all the ghosts, and settling this long-disputed question 
for ever. 

The belief in ghost, or apparition, is of course of very early date, originating 
in what are called the " dark ages," and dark indeed those ages were ! as a 
reference to the early history of the world will show ; and although we have 
in these days a large diffusion of the blessed light of intelligence, nevertheless 
there is still existing, even amongst civilized people, a fearful amount of 
ignorance upon the subject of Ghosts, Witchcraft, Portune-telling, and 
" Biuling the Stars," besides a vast amount of this sort of imaginary and 
mischievous nonsense. "Now it will be as well here to inquire what good 
has ever resulted from this belief in what is commonly understood to be a 
ghost ? None that I have ever heard of, and I have been familiar with all 
the popular ghost stories from boyhood, and have of late waded through 
almost all the works produced in support of this spiritual visiting theory, 
but in no one instance have I discovered where any beneficial result has 
followed from the supernatural or rather unnatural supposed appearances ; 
whereas, on the othw hand, we do find unfortunately a large and serious 
amount of suffering and injury arising from this belief in ghosts, and which 
I shall have occasion to refer to further on ; but I will now proceed to bring 
forward some of the evidences which have been adduced from time to time, 
all pretty much in the same style, in support of the probability and truth of 
the appearance of ghosts — ^first, in fact, to call up the ghosts, in order that I 
may put them down. 

All the ghost story tellers, or writers upon this subject, seem to consider 
that one most important point in the appearance of apparitions is, that the 
ghost should be a most perfect and EXACT RESEMBLANCE, in every 
RESPECT, to the deceased person — the spirit of whom they are supposed to 
be. Their faces appear the game, except in some cases where it is described 
as being rather paler than when they were alive, and the general expression 
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is described as '^xAore in sorrow than in anger," but this varies in some 
instances according to circnmstances ; but in all these appearances the coun- 
tenances are so precisely similar, so minutely so, that in one case mentioned 
by Mrs. Crowe in her "Night-side of Nature," the very "pock-pits" or 
"pock-marks" on the face were distmctly visible. The narrators also all 
agree that the spirits appear in similar, or the same dresses which they 
were accustomed to wear during theur lifetime (please to observe that this 
is very important), so exactly alike that the ghost-seer could not possibly 
be mistaken as to the identity of the individual, in face, flgv/re, manner, and 
dress ; and on the same authority in some cases the same spirit has appeared 
at the same moment to different persons in different places, although perhaps 
15,000 miles apart, in precisely the same dress. 

In referring to the play of " Hamlet," it will be found that Shakespeare 
has been m^st particular in describing the general appearance of the Ghost 
of Hamlet's father, who was 

"Doomed for a certain time to walk by night." 

For instance, when Marcellus says to Horatio, 

"Is it not like the king?" 
Horatio replies— 

"As thou art to thyself: 

Such was the very armour he had on. 

When he the ambitious Norway combated ; 

^o frown'' d he once, when, in angry parle, 

He smote the sledded Polack on the ice." 

Horatio also, in describing the Ghost to Hamlet, says — 

" A figure like your father. 
Armed at all points, exactly, cap-brpe,^^ 

And, in farther explanation, it is stated that the Ghost was armed " from 
top to toe," "from head to foot," that "he wore his beaver up," with 
** a countenance more in sorrow than in anger," and was " very pale." Then, 
again, whien Hamlet sees his father's spirit, he exclaims — 

" What may this mean, 
That thou, dead corse, again, in complete steel, 
Revisit'st thus the glimpses of the moon." 

So also in the play of "Macbeth," when the Ghost of Banquo rises, and 
takes a seat at the table, Macbeth says to the apparition — 

" Never shake 
Thy gory locks at me." 

And ftirther on he says — 

" Thou hast no speculation in those eyes 
Which thou dost glare with !" 

Daniel de Toe also insists upon^ attd goes into the most mvmU details a« to 
the persm and dress of a Qhoa* j and in a work which he ig^blisJaaA. ts^^-^ 
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apparitions,* we may see how carefiil and circnmstantial the author is in 
his descriptions of apparitions, whose appearance he vouches for in his 
peculiar narrative and matter-of-fact style. One ofi these ghost stories is 
of some robbers who broke into a maifsion in the country, and whilst ran- 
sacking one of the chambers, they saw, sitting in a chair, " a grave, ancient 
man, with a long fdll-bottomed wig and a rich brocaded gown," etc. One 
of the robbers threatened to tear oflF his "rich brocaded gown;" another 
hit at him with a fuzee, and was instantly alarmed at finding it passed 
through air ; and then the old gentleman " changed into the most horrible 
monster that ever was seen, with eyes like two fiery daggers red hot." 
They then rushed into another room, and found the same " grave, ancient 
man" seated there ! and so also in another chamber ; and he was seen by 
different robbers in three different rooms at tJie same moment ! Just at this 
time the servants, who were at the top of the house, threw some " hand 
grenades" down the chimneys of these rooms. The result altogether was 
that some of the thieves were badly wounded, the others driven away, and 
the mansion saved from being plundered. What a capital thing it would be 
surely, if the police could attach some of these spirits to their force ! 

Another case, a clergyman (the Rev. Dr. Scot) was seated in his library, 
with the door closed^ when he suddenly saw " an ancient, grave gentleman, in 
a black 'i;eZi;e^ gown" — very particular, you observe, as to the material — " and 
a long wig." This ghost was an entire stranger to Dr. Scot, and came to 
ask the doctor to do him a favour — asking a favour under such circum- 
stances of course amounts to a command — which was to go to another part 
of the country, to a house where the ghost's son resided, and point out to 
the son the place where an important family document was deposited. 
Dr. Scot complied with this request, and the family property was secured 
to the son of the ghost in the "black velvet gown and the long wig." 

Now one naturally asks here, why did not this old ghost go and point 
the place out to his son himself ? And so also with the well-authenticated 
story of the ghost of Sir George Yillars, who wanted to give a warning to 
his son, the Duke of Buckingham ; which warning, if properly delivered 
and properly acted upon, might have saved the duke's life ; but instead of 
warning his son himself (take notice), he appeared to one of the duke's 
domestics, "m the very clothes housed to wear,*' and commissioned him to 
deliver the message. After all, this warning was of no use, so this ghost 
might have saved himself the trouble of coming ; but spirits are indeed 
strange things, and of course act in strange ways. 

About the year 1700, a translation from a French book was brought out 
in London, entitled "Drelincourt on Death ;" and after it had been published 
for -some time, Daniel Defoe, at the request of Mr. Midwinter, the publisher, 
wrote a preface to the work, and therein introduced a short story about 
the ghost of a lady appearing to her Mend. It was headed thus : — " A true 
Relation of the Apparition of Mrs. Veal, next day after her death, to one 

* " An Essay on tlie History and Beality of Apparitions ; being an account of wliat they 
are and what they are not, when they come and when they come not ; as also how we may 
distinguish between Apparitions of Gtood and Evil Spirits, and how we ought to behare to 
them 5 with a variety of surprising and diverting examples never published before." 
London, 1727. 
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Mrs. Bargrave, at Canterbuiy, on the 8fcli of September, 1705 ; iyhich 
Apparition recomniends the perusal of Drelinconrt's book of Consolation 
against the Fears of Death. (Thirteenth edition.)" 

Mrs. Yeal and Mrs. Bargrave, it appears, were intimate finends. One day 
at twelve o'clock at noon, when Mrs. B. was sitting alone, Mrs. Yeal entered 
the room, dressed in a " riding habit," hat, etc., as if going a journey. Mrs. 
Bargrave advanced to welcome her friend, and was going to salute her, and 
their lips almost touched^ but Mrs. V. held back her head and passing her 
hand before her face, said, " I am not very well to-day ;" and avoided the 
salute. In the course of a long talk which they had, Mrs, Yeal strongly 
recoTiimends DrelincourVs Booh on Death to Mrs, Bargrave, end occasionally 
" cla'ps her hand upon her hnee, m great earnestness,^^ Mrs. Veal had been 
subject to fits, and she asks if Mrs. Bargrave does not think she is " mightily 
impaired by her fits ?" Mrs. B.'s reply was, " No ! I think you look as well 
as ever IJcnew you;^* and during the conversation she took hold of Mrs, VeaVs 
gown several times, and commended it. Mrs. Y, told her it was a " scoured 
silk" and newly made up. Mrs. Yeal at length took her departure, but 
stood at the street door some short time, in the face of the beast market ; 
this was Saturday the market-day. She then went from Mrs. B., who saw 
her walk in her view, till a turning interrupted the sight of her ; this was 
three quarters after one o'clock. Mrs. Veal had died that very day at noon ! ! ! 
at Dover, which is about twenty miles from Canterbury. 

Some surprise was expressed to Mrs. Bargrave, about the fact of her 
feelvng the gown, but she said she was quite sure that she felt the gown. It 
was a striped silk, and Mrs. Yeal had never been seen in such a dress ; but 
such a one was found in her wardrobe after her decease. 

This story made a great sensation at the time it was published ; and 
*' Drelincourt on Death," with the Preface and Defoe's tale, became exceed- 
ingly popular.* 

The absurdities and impossibilities of the foregoing narrative of this 
apparition of Mrs. Yeal need not be pointed out ; but the story is introduced 
here for two reasons ; one of which will be explained ftirther on, and the 

* Tho introduction runs thus : — ''This relation is a matter of fact, and attended with such 
circumstances as may induce anj reasonable man to believe it. It was sent by a gentleman, 
a justice of peace, in Maidstone in Kent, and a very intelligent person, to his friend in 
London, as it is here worded ; which discourse is attested by a sober and imderstanding 
gentlewoman, a kinswoman of the said gentleman's, who liyes at Cantebbubt within a few 
doors of the house in which the within-named Mrs. Bargrave lives s who believes his kms- 
woman to be of so discerning a spirit as not to be put upon by fallacy, and who positively 
assured him that the whole matter as related and laid down is really true ; and what she 
herself had in the same words (as near as may be) from Mrs. Bargrave*s own mouth ; who 
she knows had no reason to invent and publish such a story ; or design to forge and tell a He, 
being a woman of much honesty and virtue, and her whole life a course as it were of piety. 
The use which we ought to make of it is, that there is a life to come after this, and a just 
G-OD, who will retribute to every one according to the deeds done in the body, and therefore 
to reflect upon our past course of life we have lead in the world — that our time is short and 
uncertain ; if we would escape the punishment of the ungodly and receive the reward of 
the righteous, which is the laying hold of eternal life, we ought for the time to come to 
turn to GOD, by a speedy repentance, ceasing to do evil and learning to do well, to seek 
after GOD early, if haply he may be found of us, and lead such lives for the future as may 
be well pleasing in his sight/' 
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other is to show how the pabUo have been imposed upon with these short 
stories. 

It has all along been known to the literary world that this '' true 
Relation" was a falsehood, and brought forward under the following cir- 
cumstances : — 

Mr. Midwinter, who published the translation of " Drelincourt on Death," 
finding that the work did not sell, complained of this to Defoe, and asked him 
if he could not write some preface or introduction to the work for the purpose 
of calling the attention of the public to this rather uninviting subject. 
Defoe undertook to do so, and produced this story about the ghost of Mrs. 
Veal. The gullibility of the public was much greater at that time than now, 
and they would then swallow anything in the shape of a ghost ; a great 
sensation was created, and the publisher's purpose was answered, as the 
work had an extraordinary sale ; but one cannot help expressing a very 
deep regret that the author of " Bobinson Crusoe" should have so degraded 
his talent, by thus deliberately foisting upon the public a gross and mis* 
ohievous falsehood as a veritable truth ; and, worse than this, guilty of 
bringing in the most sacred names upon one of the most solemn subjects 
which the mind of man can contemplate, for the purpose of supporting and 
propagating a falsehood for a mercenary purpose. 

As the belief in ghosts has long been popular, and considered as an 
established fact, it may be quite allowable for an author to introduce a ghost 
into his romance ; and it may be argued that authors have thus been enabled 
" to point a moral" as well as to " adorn a tale," by using this poetical license, 
or spiritual medium ; but in these cases the tales or poems were given out to 
the world as inventions of the author to amuse the public, or to convey a 
moral lesson, and were accepted by the jiublic as such. 

We find in these foregoing examples that apparitions do appear sometimes 
to strangers, and sometimes in the dresses in which they had not been seen 
when alive ; but these dresses have been afterwards discovered or accounted 
for, and it has also been discovered who these strange spirits repre- 
sented. But it will be seen by the cases cited, and others which are to follow, 
that this EXACT appearance, this Vraisemhlance is essential, nay. Indispensable, 
in order that there shall be ^'no mistake ;" for should mistakes be made, it 
would, in some cases, be perhaps a very serious matter. I fiiUy assent to all 
this, and to show that I wish to do battle in all fairness, that it shall be a 
" fair fight and no favour," I am willing even to illustrate my opponents' 
statements in these particulars, and to do this I here introduce — don't start, 
reader ! not a ghost, but a figure of Napoleon the First, but without a head ; 
not that I mean to imply thereby that this military hero had no head. No, 
no ! quite the contrary, but I have omitted this head and the head of the 
ghost of Hamlet's father for an especial purpose, as will be explained ftirther 
on, when I shall have occasion to touch upon these heads again. But if this 
cut is held at a distance, by any one at all familiar with the portraits or 
statues of " Napoleon le Grand" in this costume, they will at once recognize 
who the figure is intended to represent. 

Let us now turn to " The Night-side of Nature," and through the dismal 
gloom which surrounds these apparitions, call up some more spirits, who, 
according to Mrs. Crowe, and, indeed, on the authoril^ of all other 
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aathoTB who gnpporli the ^OBb doctrine, " generally come in (heir Irabits as 
they lived ;" and it appears that there is no diSerenoe in this respect between 
the beggar and the Idng, for they come 

" Some in rags, and some in JBtgs, and some in silken gowns." 
At page 289 of this exceedingly cleverly written bnt most ghastly 
collection of ghost stories, it is related that the ghost of a beggar-moB 
appeared at the same time in hm different apartments (all in his dirty 
rags, of oonree), to a young man and a. yonng womm who had allqwad 
this beggar to sleep in their master's b^Ti (unbeknown to tJiair master), 
where he died in the night, bnt conld not rest after his deat^ tmtil some 




money of Mb was fonnd by these young people, who had both enffered 
in their health in consequence of these visits of the beggar's ghost. They 
at length consulted and explained all this to a priest, who advised them 
to distribnte the money they had found under the straw (where the b^gar 
had slept and died) between three chnrcbes, which advice was accordingly 
acted upon, and Hiia settled the basiness, for the dirty r^ged ghost never 
troubled them again. 

In contrast to this we have the story of the ghost of a lady of title, who 
had been in her lifetime Princess Anna of Saxony. She came decked ont 
in " silks and satins," gold lace, embroidery, and jewels, all so grand, sad 
appeiH^d to one of the descendanta of her family, Duke Christian of Saxe 
Eisenbnrg, requesting him to beao kind as to tr^ aB4"iM^*"'^'«^"^<*- 
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tween lier and her ghost husband, who, it seems, was a bad«teinpered man, 
had quarrelled with her, and had died without being reconciled. 

Duke Christian consented to do this. She had walked into the duke's 
presence, although all the doors were sJiut, and one day after their first 
interview she brought her husband to their relative in the same uncere- 
monious manner. Her ghost husband, who had been the Duke Casimer, 
appeared dressed in his royal robes. They each told their story (these, you 
will observe were talhmg ghosts as well as stalking ghosts). Duke Christian 
most gallantly decided in favour of the lady, and the ghost duke very 
properly acquiesced in the justice of the decision. Duke Christian then 
took the " icy cold hand " of the ghost-duke and placed it in the hand of the 
ghost- wife, whose hand felt of a " natural heat." It appears to be the opinion 
of the advocates of apparitions that naughty ghosts have cold hands. In this 
case the husband was the oflFending party, and was very naughty, and there- 
fore his hands were very cold. It seems strange that his hands should 
have been cold, for, being naughty, one would suppose he would come from 
the same place that Hamlet's father did ; and from what he said we should 
conclude that there was a roaring fire there, where the duke might have 
warmed his cold hands. It further appears that these parties all ^^jproA/ed and 
sung together !" after which the now happy ghosts disappeared sams cere^ 
monie^ without troubling the servants to open the doors, or allowing Duke 
Christian to " show them out." One remarkable fact in connection with 
this story is, that, upon referring to the portraits of these ghosts which hung 
in the castle, was, that they had appeared in exactly the same dresses which 
they had on, when these portraits were painted — one hundred years before 
this time. 

Duke Christian died two years after the ghosts' visits, and by his own 
orders was buned in " quicklime," to prevent, it is supposed, his ghost from 
walking the earth ! He must indeed have been a poor ignorant creature, 
although a duke, to suppose that " quicklime," or " slow lime," or any other 
kind of lime, or anything else that would destroy the hody^ could make any 
difierence with respect to the appearance of the spirit. 

The next case, then, is of the ghost of a soldier's wife, who appeared to a 
" Corporal Q " who was lying ill in bed, and also to a comrade who was 
an invalid lying in the next bed. This was in the night, but the cor- 
poral could see that she was dressed in a " flannel gown, edged with a black 
ribbon," exactly like the grave-clothes which he had helped to put on her 
twelve months before. It appears, however, that he could see through her, 
ilarmel gown and all. This female ghost came to the bed-side of the sick man 
to ask him to write to her husband, who was in Ireland, to communicate 
something to him which was to be kept a " profoxmd secret." 

This is certainly a strange story, but is it not still more strange that this 
ghost did not go to her husband and tell him the important secret herself^ 
instead of trusting a stranger to do so ? It will be observed that there are 
different classes of ghosts, as there are of living people — the princely, the 
aristocratic, the genteel, and the common. The vulgar classes delight to 
haunt in graveyards, dreaiy lanes, ruins, and all sorts of dirty dark holes 
and comers, and in cellars. Yes, dark cellars seem to be a &vourite abode 
of these common ghosts. This fact raises the question whether the lower 
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class of Bpirits are obliged to keep to the lowar parts of the house — to the 
" lower regions " — and are not allowed to go into the parlours or the drawing- 
rooms, and not allowed to mir with the higher order of ghosts ! Can. this 
be a law or regulation amongst the ghosts ? If so, is it not most extraordi- 
naiy that these spirits should not be allowed to choose their own place of 
residence, and take to the most comfortable apartments, instead of grovelling 
amongst the rats and mice, the slugs, the crickets, and the blackbeetles ? 
'Tis strange, 'tis passing strange ; but so it appears to be. By the by, some few 
of these poor spirits of ^le humble class of ghosts do sometimes, it appears, 
mount up to the bed-rooms, in the hope, I suppose, of getting occasionally 
uow and then a " comfortable lodging " and a " good night's rest." 

At page 310 of this same work we have an account of a haunted ceUar in a 




gentleman's house, out of town, in which were heard " lend knockings," " a 
voice crying," " heavy feet walking," etc. The old butler, with his " aoolytes," 
descended to the cellar (wine cellar) armed with sword, blunderbuss, and 
other offensive weapons, but the ghosts put them all to flight, and they 
" turned tail " in a fright. Yes, they all ran np-stairs t^in, followed by the 
"KTwad of feet" and "a iiiaible sliodow .'" This, of course, is a fact; and it so 
happens that I know another fact about a haunted wine-cellar, which, how- 
ever, had quite a different result to the foregoing. 

In a wine-cellar of a gentleman's house, somewhere near £lackheath, it 
was found that strange noises were sometimes heard in the evenings and in 
the night time, in this " wine vault," similar to those described above, such 
as hnocTiini], groaning, footst&ps, etc., ao that the servants were afraid to go into 
the cellar, particnlarly at a late hour. The master e.t V«&.^^ &<&\.^fr 
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'^ lay " this ghost, if possible, and one eyening when these noises had been 
heard, arming himself with a sword, and the servants with a fowling-piece 
and a poker, they cautiously descended into the cellar (with lighted candles, 
of course). Nothing was to be seen there, and all was quiet except a strange, 
smothered kind of sound, like the hard breathing of an animal, something 
like snoring, that seemed to proceed out of the earth in one of the dark 
comers of the vault, when, lo and behold ! in turning their lights in the 
direction from which the sounds came, and advancing carefully, they dis- 
covered — what do you think ? Don't be alarmed. Why, the ghost lying on 
the ground, dead— drunk ! Yes, the ghost had laid himself, not with " Bell, 
Book, and Gandle," but by swallowing the spirit of alcohol, the spirit of 
wine, beer, and brandy. Most disgracefiil ; in fact, this ghost had taken a 
^^ drop too much J ^ 

Upon looking a little closer, they found that this ghost was one Tom 
Brown, an under-gardener ; and it was discovered that he had tunnelled a 
hole fipom the " tool-house" through the wall into the cellar. This spirit was 
so over-charged with spirit, that he was unable to walk, so was doomed to be 
carried in a cart to the " cage;*' and all the people living round about came 
next morning to look at the ghost that had been haunting the squire's wine 
cellar. Oh ! what &fortwie it would be to any one who cotdd catch a ghost 
— a real, right down, " 'amesf' ghost, and put him in a caga to show him 
round the country ! I wish I had one.* It would cost little ot nothing to 
keep such a .thing ; only the lodging, as he Would Inquire neither food, fire, 
clothing, nor washing ! 

At page 118, we find on account of an appariUoa appiMiri^g to A gentleman, 
who was staying at a fHend's house at Sarrati| in Bt^rtfordihiroi and was 
awoke in the middle of the night by a pressure on hk feet| ttnd» looking up, 
saw, by the light that was burning in the firo*{^lacd| a " well-dressed gentle- 
man," in a '^ blue ooat and bright gilt buttons,** binitig on the foot of the bed, 
vdthout a heod ! It appears that this was reported to be tbtt ghost of h poor 
geiitleman of that neighbourhood who YoA been tiittrd0r«d| and whose hifibd 
had been out off! and oould therefore only bo yecogtdtod by his " blue coat 
and bright gUt buttons.** 

Under any rmd dtcumstance this would indeed be too horrible and too 
serious a subject to turn into ridicule ; but in this case, such an evident false- 
hood, it is surely allowable to " lay" such a ghost as this, such a senseless ghost, 
in any possible way ; in fact, to laugh such a ghost out of countenance — 

I, therefore, with my rod of double H. blacklead, 
Hold up to scorn this well-dressed ghost without a head. 

Any one looking at this figure will clearly see that he does not belong to 
this world, and has therefore no business here ; for, although there may be 
some persons in this world who, perhaps, go about with a very small allowance 
of hrain, yet every hody here must have some sort of a head upon his shoulders, 

* Some few years back, a ghost was said to hare been seen frequently in the neighbour- 
hood of some Roman Catholic institution near Leicester, and upon one occasion had nearly 
frightened a young woman to death. I was staying with a friend at Leicester at the time, 
and offered £100 reward to any one who would show me the ghoet, as I wanted rery mucli 
to make a sketch of it, but I could not get a sight of it for loye nor money. 
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no matter hov handsome, or qneer-lookmg it ma; be. Now 1 am sorry to 
be rode to any " Trell-dreBsed gentleman," or, indeed, to any body or toul ; .but 
as it appears (&om tbe story) that this ghost had really no real husinetg upon 
earth, what "on earth" does he come here for? Why, for no other object, 
it appeara, bnt to "show himself off;" so, in my opinion, the sooner he "walks 
off" the better. By the by, perhaps we ought not to be too severe upon the 
poor fellow, for, upon oonsideration, he is placed in rather an awkward 
position, as bia kead may be on the look out for the body, and know where it 
is, hat having no legs it cannot get to the body. On the other hand, althongh 
the bodi/ has legs and could walk to the head, yet, having no eyes, cannot see 
where the head is ; bo some excuse may be made upon this head, particularly 
if he is not a talkiny ghost. 




There is a story, eamewhere in the Boman Catholic chroniolea, of a 
martyr, who, afber being beheaded, picked np his head, and walked away 
with it under his arm ; bat onr ghost here, in the " blue coat and bright gilt 
buttons," is not allowed to do this sort of thing, and the question naturally 
arises, what has become of, or where is the spirit of this unfortunate 
gentleman's head ? Can the believers in ghosts tell ns that ? and surely we 
shall all feel obliged if they can inform ns whether the apparitions of aU 
ileca/pitated penms appear idihmit their heads; and, if not, what becomes of 
their heads ? and, farther, whether the mutilation of the body c 
affect the spirit — the smd t 

I shall not in this case " pause for a reply," because I know I shall have 
a very long time to wait for an answer j but inproceeding tobring to the light 
of day some m(H« fiuits about ghosts from the dark sid« o(i:\aJbTa«i^\.^<aSt.«>i>''^ 



tt any way 
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some inqtusitive spirit was irresistibly compelling me to put questions as I 
go on writing ; and therefore, under these circumstances, present my com- 
pliments to those persons who know about ghosts, and the various authors 
who support this belief, and I shall feel greatly obliged if they will answer 
my queries at their earliest convenience. — ^N.B. Shall be glad to hear the 
replies from the ghosts themselves, provided they pay the postage. 

In the first place, then, from the authority quoted above, it appears that a 
widow lady had, strange to say, married a second time ! and that the ghost 
of her first husband paid her " constant visits." Query, What did the ghost 
come for, and was the second husband at all jealous of his coming ? With 
respect to a celebrated actor, who had married a second wife, we find that the 
apparition of his first wife appeared to him, and which appearance unfortunately 
threw him into a fit, and at the same moment this ghost appeared to the 
second wife, although they were several hundred miles apart at the time. I 
can understand why the ghost of his first wife came to visit him who once 
was hers, that is, because he was such a great actor, and such a good fellow ; 
but why did it appear to the second wife ? and how is it that the sa^le spirit 
can appear in several places at the same mstant ? I should like to know that. 
At page 274 we find a dog frightened at the ghost of a soldier ! But this is not 
the only "unlucky dog" that has been terrified by apparitions; several 
instances are given in different works. Query, How do the "poor dogs" 
know a ghost is a ghost when they see one, particularly as they appear in the 
same dresses which they had on when "in the flesh f and even, suppose they 
know that they are in the presence of a ghost, what makes them " turn tail ?" 
Yes, why should a dog^ especially if he is a spirited dog, do so ? for almost in 
the same page we are told of a horse who recognized his old master, who 
appeared in the same dress he wore when alive, a " sky-blue coat." This 
horse did not " turn tail." No ! but followed the phantom of his dear old 
master, who was walking about the farm, and no doubt wanted to give him 
a ride. Query, If a horse is not frightened at a ghost, why should dogs be 
frightened at the sight of them ? And also, if a goose would be frightened if 
it saw a ghost ? Asses^ we know, are sometimes frightened at nothing, and 
as a ghost is " next to nothing," they must of course be frightened at ghosts. 
At page 469 we are told of the ghost of a " horse and cart," and also of the 
" ghosts of sheep." If this be so, doubtless there must likewise be the 
ghosts of dogs (what " droll dogs " they must be), also of puppies, and asses. 

What an interesting subject of inquiry is this for the zoologist ! 

We find, as we dive into the dark mysteries of apparitions, that there 
are ghosts of all sorts and sizes, and that there are even lame ghosts, as is 
proved by the following true tale of the apparition of an officer in India, 
as related by several of his brother officers, whose words dare not be 

doubted: — One Major R , who was presrraied to be of about fifty or 

sixiy years of age, was with some young officers, proceeding up a river 
in a barge ; and as they came to a considerable bend in the river, the 
major and the other officers went ashore, in order to cross the neck of 
land, taking their fowling-pieces and powder and shot with them, in the 
hopes of meeting some game; and they also took something to refresh 
themselves on the road. At one part of their journey they took their 
" tiffing," and after this they had to jump across a ditch, which the young 
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officers cleared, but the major " jnmped Eibort." He told his companions to 
march on, and he would follow after he had dried and pnt himself a little 
in marching order. They saw him lay down hia fowling;-piece and his hat, 
and they moved on. After mu-cHing some time, they came in sight of the 
barge, and were wondering why the major did not follow, when, on a sadden, 
they were snrprised to see him (the major) at some distance &om them 
making towards the bat^, " without hia hat or gun," limping hastily along 
in his top bootg, and he did uot appear to obserre them. When they arrived 
at the barge, he was not there. They returned to the spet where they had 
left him, and foond his hat and hia fowling-piece, and with the assistance of 
some natives they discovered the body of the major in a pit dug for trapping 
wild animals ! 

I defer asking any qnestions upon the foregoing for the pi-esent, for a 
reason, hut as the next case related is that of the ghost of a young man -who 
had been drowned, and the poor old mother saw her son " dripping with 
water," we may surely inquire here if there is or can be snch a wonder&l 
sight as an apparition of " dripping water !" or ghosts of tears ! for we 
find at page 887 an account of a leeepliig ghost, who let his tears fall on the 
face of a female, who " often felt the tears ok iter cheek, icy cold, hut fnim 
afterwards, and leave a hlwe mark .'" And on the same authority we find that 
there is the ghost of dibt, for the ghost of the old beggar-man was " dirty," 
And then if the ghost of a chimney-sweep were to 
appear — and why not the spirit of a sweep as well as 
anybody else ? Bnt if he came, he iimgt also appear 
" in his habits as he lived." In that case there must 
be the ghost of soot! Thus there are not only the 
apparitions o^ fluids, and dMst and dirt, bnt also of hard 
substances, as in the case of a ghost who was seen in a 
garden with the ghost of a " spade in his hand !" 

And not only have we, then, ghosts of all these 
matters, but also a ghost of the " rustling of sill;" 
"creaking of shoes" and "sounds of fonlsteps," many 
instances of which will be found in "Footfails on 

THE BOUHDAKT OP ANOTHER WORLD," by HOBEBT DaIE 

OWGK, a work most elaborately compiled, and s 

cerely do I wish that such talent and such research . 

had been eng^ed and directed to Olnstrate and assist ' 

with light, instead of darkness, the present progressive 

state of society, instead of striving and endeavouring, 

as it does, to drive us back into the " outer darkness" 

of the ignorance of the "dark ages," to endeavour to support and to bring 

back the mind of man to a belief in the visits of ghosts, of necromancy, 

bewitching, and all the " black arts ;" all of which it was hoped, in the 

progress of time, would ultimately be swept away from the fiice of the earth, 

by pure and sound Christiau religion, edncation and science, all of which go 

clearly to prove that " black arts" ar^ matters contrary to the natural laws 

of the creation and the laws of QoD. 

In one of the tales brought forward by this author is an account of the 
haunting of an old manor-house near Leigh, in Kent, called. B»m!a.'vni^,'^(\>-'en> 
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-there was heard*' knockings and sounds of footsteps," more especially voices 
which could not be accounted for, usually in an unoccupied room ; " some- 
times as if talking in a loud tone, sometimes as if reading aloud, occasionally 
screaming." The servants never saw anything, but the cook told her 
mistress that on one occasion, in broad daylight, hearing the rvstUng of a 
silh dress behind her, and which seemed to touch her, she turned suddenly 
round, supposing it to be her mistress, but to her great surprise • and terror 
could not see anybody. 

Mr. Owen is so thoroughly master of this spirit subject that he must be 
able to tell us all about this " rustling" of the " silk dresses" of ghosts, and 
surely every one will be curious to learn the secret of such a curious fact. 

The lady of the house, a Mrs. R , drove over one day to the railway 

station at Tunbridge to fetch a young lady friend who was coming to stay 

with her for some weeks. This was a Miss S , who " had been in the 

habit of seeing apparitions from early childhood," and when, upon their 

return, they drove up to the entrance of the manor-house. Miss S - 

perceived on the threshold the appearance of two figures, apparently an 
elderly couple, habited m the cosinime of the time of Queen Anne, They appeared 
as if standing on the ground. Miss S — — saw the same apparition several 
times after this, and held conversations with them, and they told her that 
they were husband and wife, and that their name was " Children ;" and she 

informed the lady of the house, Mrs. R , of what she had seen and heard ; 

and as Mrs. B was dressing hurriedly one day for dinner, " and not dreani* 

ing of anything spiritual^ as she hastily turned to leave her bed-chamber, there, 

in the doorway, stood the same female figure Miss S had described ! 

identioal in appearance and costume — even to the old * point-lace ' on her 
* brocaded silk dress ' — ^while beside her, on the left, but less distinctly 
visible, was the figure of the old squire, her husband ; they uttered no sound, 
but above the figure of the lady, as if written in phosphoric light in the 
dusk atmosphere that surrounded her, were the words, ^ Dame Children,* 
together with some other words intimating that having never aspired beyond 
the Joys and sorrows of this world, she had remained ' earth hound.* These 

last, however, Mrs. R scarcely paused to decipher, as her brother (who 

was very tungry) called out to know if they were * going to have any 
dinner that day ? ' " There was no time for hesitation ; " she closed her eyes, 
rushed through the apparition and into the dining-room, throwing up her 

hands, and exclaiming to Miss S , * Oh, my dear, I've walked through 

Mrs. Children!'" Only think of that, "gentle reader!" Only think of 

Mrs. R walking ri^ht through " Dame Children " — " old point-lace, 

brocaded silk dress," and all— and as old "Sqxiire Children" was standing 

by the side of his " dame," Mrs. R must either have upset the old 

ghost or have walked through him also. 

Although this story looks very much like as if it were intended as an 
additional chapter to "Joe MiUer's Jest-book," the reader will please to 
observe that Mr. Owen does not relate this as a joke, but, on the contrary, 
expects that it will be received as a solemn serious fact ; there was a cause for 
the haunting of this old manor-house, with the talking, screaming, and rustling 
of silk, and the appearance of the old-fashioned ghosts ; there was a secret 
which these ghosts wished to impart to the persons in the house at that 



A DI800YBBY CONOEBNIKa GHOSTS. 15 

time, and if tlie ge^tlemaIl reader will brace up liis nerves, taid, the lady 
reader will get her " smelling«bottle " ready, I'll let them into the Beoret. 
Now, pray, dear madam, don't be terrified! Squire Children had formerly 
been proprietor of the mansion, and he and his " dame " had taken great 
delight and interest in the house — when alive — and they were very sony to 
find that the property had gone out of the family, and he and his dame had 

come on purpose to let Mrs. R and her friend know all this ! There 

now, there's a secret for you — what do you think of that ? 

In the year 1854, a baron (of the rather funny name of G^uZdenstubbe) 
was residing alone in apartments in the Hue St. Lazare, Paris, and one night 
there appeared to him in his bed-room the ghost of a stout old gentleman. 
It seems that he saw a column of "light grayish vapour," or sort of "bluish 
light," out of which there gradually grew into sight, within it, the figure of 
a "tall, portly old man, with a fresh colour, hlue eyes,* snow white hair, 
thin white whiskers, but without beard or moustache, and dressed with care. 
He seemed to wear a white cravat and long white waistcoat, high stiff shirt 
collar, and long black frock coat thrown back from his chest as is wont of 
corpulent people like him in hot weather. He appeared to lean on a heavy 
white cane,'* After the baron had seen this portly ghost, he went to bed 
and to sleep, and in a dream the same figure appeared to him again, and he 
thought he heard it say, " Hitherto you have not believed in the reality of 
apparitions, considering them only as the recallings of memory ; now, since 
you have seen a 8h'am,g&r, you cannot consider it the reproduction of former 
ideas." 

Every one will acknowledge that this was exceedingly kind on the part 
of the ghost, as he had no doubt to come a long way for the express purpose 
of setting the baron's mind right upon this point ; and had also come from 
a very warm place, as his frock coat "was thrown from his chest, as is wont 
with corpulent people in hot weather." 

This polite, good-natured, "blue "-eyed apparition, who was "dressed 
with care," had been the proprietor of the maison — a Monsieur Garon — 
who had dropped down in an apoplectic fit ; and, oh, horror of horrors, had 
actually " died in the very bed now occupied by the baron !"...*. 

When the daughter heard of the ghost of her papa, appearing thus upon 
one or two occasions, " she caused masses to be said for the soul of her father," 
and it is " alleged that the apparition has not been seen in any of the apartr- 
ments since ;" or, to use a vulgarism, we might say herci that this ghost had 
" cut his stick." 

Mr. Bobert Dale Owen had this narrative from the baron himself in 
Paris, on the 11th of May, 1859, and he is of opinion that this " story 
derives much of its value from the calm and dispassionate manner in which 
the witness appears to have observed the succession of phenomena, and the 
eo&act details which, in consequence, he has been enabled to frimish. It is 
remarkable also, as well for the electrical influences which preceded the 
appearance, as on account of the correspondence between the apparition to 
the baron in his waking state, and that subsequently seen in his dream ; the 
first cognizable by one sense only — that of sight — the second- appealing 

* The baron must hare htdffood eyes to hare seen the precise colour of the ghost's eyes 
.tmder such cirottmstaiices« 
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(though in vision of the sight only) to the hearing also. The coincidences 
as to personal peculiarities and details of dress are too numerous and minutely 
exact to be fortuitous, let us adopt what theory we may.** 

As this baron is no doubt a most respectable and well-conducted gentle- 
man, in every respect, I will not say — 

That Monsieur the Baron de Guldenstubbe 
Had taken too much out of a bottle or tub, 

but this I will say, that his account seems to be nothing more or less than a 
very exact description of some " dissolving view '* trick played off upon the 
baron and others by some clever French neighbour ; and as to his dream, it 
is surely hardly worth while to notice such nonsense, as dreams are now well 
understood to be only the imperfect operations of the organs of thought, in a 
semi-dormant state, " half asleep and half awake,'* and are the effect some- 
times of agreeable sensations or painful emotions, during the waking hours, 
and may be produced to any disagreeable amount by eating a very hearty 
supper of underdone " pork pies," arid going to sleep on the back instead of 
reclining on the side. We cannot dream of anything of which we have not 
seen or had something of a similar kind before, nor can we form either 
awake or in a dream any form whatever — animate or inanimate, which does 
not partake or form some part of nature's general objects ; and in fact we 
cannot invent an animal form without combining the parts of existing animals 
either of man or beast. I trust that this fact will be a sufficient answer 
for Monsieur Caron. And then, as to the "laying" of this ghost, it does 
seem to me to be extraordinary, that any person possessed of common under- 
standing in these days, let their religion be what it may, should believe that 
the Almighty God would not let a departed spirit rest, until " masses '* had 
been said for the soul of such person ; until some money had been paid to a 
priest to mumble over a few set forms of prayer. Faid for prayers — sprayers 
at a certain market price! Then, as to the *' white cravat," "white 
waistcoat,'* "high stiff shirt collar," and "black frock coat," and more par- 
ticularly the "heavy white cane," is it to be understood that these said 
"masses" put all these materials to rest, as well as the soul or spirit of the 
body ? If not, where did they go to ? Had they to return to purgatory by 
themselves — ^had the heavy white walking-stick to walk off without its 
owner ? 

In the frame of mind in which this story is written, it is not at all sur- 
prising that the author should have taken so much trouble to put ^q^q facts 
together, and that he should evidently be altogether so satisfied with the 
conclusion which he arrives at. But ghost stories, like many other matters, 
where a foundation is once laid and established in falsehood or nonsense, 
such builders may go on, adding any amount of the same materials, upon this 
false basis. They may go on, working in the darJc — spiling up one story upon 
another, until the structure assumes the appearance in the dusk of a well- 
established and substantial edifice, and looking as if it would stand firm for 
ever ; but undermine this apparently stronghold, with that which is always 
considered as a great hore, when used in working under the foundations of 
long-established error op prejudice, namely, Truth, guided by true Religion, 
and when thus armed and prepared, " spring the mine *' with a good " blow- 
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np " of COMMON SENSE, to let in the light of Heaven and Christian civilized 
intelligence, and the whole mass of ignorance and superstition is blown and 
scattered to the winds, " like the haaeless fabric of a vision." 

It may be said that the truth of this ghost story rests mainly on a »tiei — 
leans npon a "heavy white cane." Take away the cane and down comes 
the ghost ! " white waistcoat," " high stiff shirt collar," " black coat," " bine 
tyes," andtJl! 

The author of " rootfeHa on the Boundary of another World " is evidently 
a religioos man, and bad he but thought as deeply npon these matters as I 
have done, I am snre he would never have been guilty of the impiety of 
bringing forwEtrd such questions as to the spiritiialitt/ of wfdking-sticks. 
Bnt I am well pleased that this "heavy white cane" has been introduced 
here, because it affords me a handle to cane or to knock down and drive 
away entirely these hideous and nnnatoral myths ; and also because it enables 
me to »^& to the text, amd to introduce here to the public an old friend, as 
another illustration bcMing upon the stick question. This is the apparition 
of one Tom Straitahank, drawn, as you will see, hy your hnmble servant. 




This was a jolly bold dating spirit, and was seen when on board the 
Vietory at the battle of Trafalgar to emei^, like Monsieur Caron, out of some 
light bluish vapour, very much like the smoke of gunpowder ; and in that 
battle it appears, like one of the heroes in " Chevy Chase," his " legs were 
smitten offl" but, unlike that warrior, he found that he could not fight 
"npon his stumps," so he had a pair of wooden legs made, and having 
bought two stout walking-sticks, was thus enabled to hobble about on his 
"timber toes." Ho almost always appeared in various different parts of 
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" Greenwich Hospital," and very often surrounded by, and,' sometimes 
emerging from, a vaponr very like the smoke of tobacco. I feel here that I 
onght to have given Tom his pipe, but the drawing of this tar was done 
many years since, and until I read Mrs. Crowe's book lately, I was not 
aware that ghosts smoked their pipes, but it actually appears that they do 
smoke, for at page 210 of " The Night-side of Nature," a ghost is introduced 
with a " short pipe," and it was found out that the reason of his " walking 
by night " was, that he owed " a small debt for tobacco /" 

And when this little bacca-bill was paid, 

This ghost, with his little bacca-pipe, was " laid ;" 

and we may suppose the spirit laid down his pipe. This ghost of a tobacco- 
pipe raises the question of what these spiritual pipes are made — of what clay, 
or if the Meer Schum are only mere shcums; what sort of tobacco-leaves 
their cigars are made of, and if there are any spiritual " cabbage-leaves " 
mixed up with them. 

Yes, we'd just like to know, what weed 'tis they bums, 
Whether " Shortcut," " Shag," "Bird's eye," or "Returns." 

As the gents Jiere^ light their pipes laid cigars with a kind of Lticifer 
match, we may be pretty sure that they will continue to do so elsewhere ; 
but one would like to know also if ghosts chaw tobacco, if they take a quid 
of "pig-tail," and if the smokers us© spittoons — faugh! — and farther, as 
ghosts do smoke, if they take a pinch of snuff, if there is such a thing as 
spiritual snuff, if there be such things as the spirit of " Irish blaguard " 
and " Scotch rappee ?" • 

Some of these " sensation •' melodramas, or rather farces, might vie in 

the number of nights in which the performances took place, with some of 

the "sensation" or popular theatrical pieces of the present day. Here is 

one entitled, " The Drummer of Tedworth" (what a capital heading for a 

" play bill !"), in which the ghost or eyil spirit of a drummer, or the ghost 

of a drum (for it does not appear clearly which of the two it was), performed 

the principal part in this drama, with slight intervals, for ^^two entire 

years^ 

Oh I this drummer, oh ! this drummer, 

I'll tell you what he used to do, 

He used to beat upon his drum. 

The " Old Gentleman^ s tattoo." 

The " plot " runs thus : — In March, 1661, Mr. Mompesson, a magistrate, 
caused a vagrant drummer to be arrested, who had been annoying the 
country by noisy demands for charity, and had ordered his drum, " oh that 
drum !" to be taken from him and left in the bailiff's hands. About the 
middle of April following (that is in 1661), when Mr. Mompesson was pre- 
paring for a journey to London, the bailiff sent the drum to his house. 
Upon his return home he was informed that noises had been heard, and then 
he heard the noises himself, which were a " thumping and c^rwjwwm^,*" accom- 
panied by " a strange noise and hollow sound." The sign of it when it 
came, was like a hurling in the air, over the house, and at its going off, the 
beating of a drum, like that at the " breaking up of a guard." 
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" After a montli's disturbance outside the house (* which was most of it 
of board') it came mto the room where the drum lay^ " For an hour together 
it would beat * Roundheads and cockolds,' the ' tattoo,' and several other 
points of war, as well as any drummer." Upon one occasion, " when many- 
were present, a gentleman said, * Satan, if the drummer set thee to work, give 
three knocks,' which it did very distinctly and no more. " And for further trial, 
he bid it for confirmation, if it were the drummer, to give^e knocks and no 
more that night, which it did, and left the house quiet aU the night after." 

All this seems very strange, about this drummer and his drum, 

But for myself, I really think this drumming ghost was " all a hum." 

But strange as it certainly was, is it not still more strange, that educated 
gentlemen, and even clergymen, as in this case also, should believe that the 
Almighty would sufier an evil spirit to disturb and afiright a whole innocent 
family, because the head of that family had, in his capacity as magistrate, 
thought it his duty to take away a drum, from no doubt a drunken drummer, 
who by his noisy conduct had become a nuisance and an annoyance to the 
neighbourhood ? 

The next case of supposed spiritual antics was not the drumming of a 
drum, but a tune upon a warming-pan, the " clatter " of "a warming-pan," 
and a vast variety of other earthly sounds, which it was proved to have been 
heard at the Rev. Samuel Wesley's, who was the father of the celebrated 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, at a place called Epworth, in 
Lincolnshire. These sounds consisted of " knockings," and " groanings," of 
"footsteps," and "rustling of silk trailing along" (the "rustling of silk" 
seems to be a favourite air with the ghosts), " clattermg " of the " i/ron case- 
Tnent,** and " clattermg " of the " warmmg-pan,^' and then as if a " vessel full 
of silver was poured upon Mrs. Wesley's breast and ran jingling down to 
her feet ;" and all sorts of fidghtfiil noises, not only enough to " frighten 
anybody," but which Mghtened even a big dog ! — a large mastifi*, who used 
at first, when he heard the noises, " to bark and leap and snap on one side 
and the other, and that frequently before any person in the room heard the 
noises at all ; but after two or three days, he used to tremble and creep 
away before the noise began. And by this, the family knew it was at hand j 
nor did the observation ever fail." Poor bow woo ! what cruel ghosts to be 
sure, to go and frighten a poor dog in this way. 

Mrs. Wesley at one time thought it was " rats, and sent for a honi to 
blow them away;" but blowing the horn did not blow the ghosts away. 
No ; for at first it only came at night, but after the horn was blown it came 
in the daytime as well. 

There were many opinions offered as to the cause of these disturbances, 
by different persons at different times. Dr. Coleridge " considered it to be a 
contagious nervous disease, the acme or intensest form of which is cata- 
lepsy." Mr. Owen here asks if the mastiff was cataleptic also ? It is rather 
curious that a cat is mentioned in this narrative. Now supposing the dog 
could not have been cataleptic, the cat might perhaps have been so. 

Some of the Wesley family believed it to be supernatural hauntings, and 
give the following reason for it : — It appears that at morning and evening 
family prayers, " when the Rev. Samuel Wesley, t\i^ i2L^^^> ^<3vocccis^^^^*^^ 
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prayer for tlie king, a knocking began all ronnd the room, and a thundering 
knock attended the Amen.*^ Mr. Wesley observed that his v^ife did not say 
amen to the prayer for the king. She said she could not, for she did not 
believe that the Prince of Orange was king. Mr. Wesley vow^ed he could 
not live with her until she did. He took his horse and rode away, and she 
heard nothing of him for a twelvemonth. He then came back and lived 
with her, as before, and although he did so, they add, that they fear this 
vow was not forgotten before God. 

If any religious persons were asked whether they thought that any law, 
natural or divine, could be suspended or set aside without the permission or 
sanction of the Creator, their answer would be, nay, must be, certamly not. 
Tes, this would be their answer. Then is it not extraordinary that the 
members of this pious clergyman's family, and from whence sprang the 
founder of such a large and respectable religious sect, should have such a 
mean idea of the Supreme Being, as to suppose that He would allow the 
regular laws of the universe to be suspended or set aside, and whole families 
(includiag unoffending innocent children) to be disturbed, terrified, and some- 
times seriously injured, for such contemptible, ridiculous, and senseless reasons, 
or purposes, such as those assigned in the various cases already alluded to. 
It is indeed to me surprising that any one possessing an atom of sound Chris- 
tian reHgion, can suppose and maintain for one moment that these silly, sup- 
posed supernatural sounds and appearances can be, as they say, " of God." 

We may defy the supporters of this apparition doctrine to bring forward 
one circumstance in connection with these ghosts, which corresponds in any 
way with the real character of the Creator, where any real benefit has been 
known to result from such sounds and such appearances — ^none, none, none ; 
whereas we know that there has been a large amount of human suffering, 
iUness, folly, and mischief, and in former times, we know, to a large and 
serious extent, but even now, in this " age of intellect,'* when we come 
to investigate the causes of some of the most painftil diseases amongst 
children and young persons, particularly young females, we find, on the 
authority of the first medical men, that they are occasioned by being 
frightened by mischievous, thoughtless, or cruel persons, mainly in conse- 
quence of being tcmght m thei/r childhood to believe in ghosts, I know a young 
lady who, when a child, was placed in a dark closet by her nurse, and so 
terrified in this way that the poor little girl lost her speech, and has been 
dumb ever since. Dr. EUiotson, in one of his reports of the Mesmeric 
Hospital, cites several most distressing and painful cases of " chorea," or 
St. Vitus's dance, and dreadful fits, brought on through fright; and 
Dr. Wood, physician to St. Luke's Hospital (for lunatics), assures me that 
many cases of insanity are produced by terror from these causes ; but even 
supposing that there are not very many cases of positive insanity brought 
on in this way, still the unnatural excitement thus acting on the brain, or 
the miad dwelling upon such matters, must have an unhealthy tendency. 

If all rational and religious persons will give this subject the attention 

which it demands, they will, I feel confident, see, that this belief in ghosts 

should not only be discountenanced, but put an end to altogether, if 

possible, as such notions not only have an injurious effect upon the health 

and comfort of many persons, particularly tlaose o^ tevidet a^e, but it 



A DISCOVEBY CONCERNING GHOSTS. 21 

also debases the proper ideas whicli man onglit to have of the Creator ; 
and not only so, but it also interferes] with] andj trenches upon that mys- 
terious and sacred question, the immortality of the soul; that it disturbs 
that belief wliich, with a firm trust and reliance upon the goodness and 
mercy of Gk)D, is the only consolation the afflicted mind can have, when 
mourning for the loss of those they have loved dearer than themselves. 

These hauntings of drumming and knocking, and thumping and bumping, 
with thundering noises, almost shaking the houses down, accompanied 
by the delicate rustlings of silk and trailing of gowns, etc., were at the time 
suspected of being tricks; and by the perusal of the following cases the 
reader will see that such tricks can and have been played, and such im- 
posture carried on so successfully as to deceive clergymen and others ; and 
but for the severe natural tests brought to bear upon the supposed super- 
natural actors, would no doubt have been quoted by Mr. Owen and others 
as well-attested, weU-established, veritable spiritual performances. 

At the comer of a street which runs from Snow Hill into Smithfield, 
stands what I consider a public nuisance, commonly called a " public-house,** 
the sign of " The Cock," and that which is now a street was formerly a 
rustic lane, and took its name from the sign of that house, and therefore 
called to this day " Cock Lane," which locality, in about the years 1754 to 
1756, became one of the most celebrated places in London, in consequence, 
as it was believed, of one of the houses therein being taken possession of by 
a female ghost, who was designated " the Cock Lane ghost." 

A man of the name of Parsons kept the house, and in which lodged a 
gentleman and his wife of the name of Kempe. This lady died at this 
house, and after her death it was given out by Parsons that his daughter, 
then eleven years of age (who used to sleep with Mrs. Kempe when her 
husband was out of town), was " possessed " with the spirit of the deceased 
lady, and that the spirit had informed the little girl that she had been 
murdered by her husband — that she had been "poisoned !" A vast number 
of respectable ladies and gentlemen, including clergymen, were "taken in*' — 
but happily for themselves not " done for'* — ^by this ghost ; and it is said that 
even the celebrated Dr. Samuel Johnson was cormrmced of the spirituality of 
the " knocks" which the ghost gave in answer to questions, for it kept up 
conversations in precisely the same manner — that is, by " knocks" or " raps** 
— as the " spirit-rappers'* do at the present day. The " scratchings** and 
"knocks** were only heard when Parson's little daughter was in bed. 

After this sort of thing had gone on for a considerable time, and a jpost- 
Tnortem examination of the body of the supposed murdered lady, which had 
been deposited in the vaults of St. John*s, Clerkenwell Close, Mr. Kempe 
found it necessary to take steps to defend his character. The child was 
removed to the house of a highly-respectable lady, where " not a sound was 
heard,*' no "scratchings" or "knocks," for several nights; but the girl 
Parsons, who was now a year or two older, upon going to bed one night 
informed the watchers that the ghost would pay a visit the following 
morning ; but the servants of the house informed the watchers that the 
young lady had taken a bit of wood, six inches long by four inches broad, 
into bed with her, which she had concealed in her starj^, '^Vjcssa.Ni^ ^ 
wood was used to " stand the kettle ou." T^as \m^Q^\j^^^^^ Kx^^^-i^'^^ 
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and the poor girl confessed to the wicked trickery which her pore?^ had 
taught her to practise ! 

Mr. EZempe indicted Parsons and others for conspiracy against his life 
and character, the case was tried before Lord Mansfield at Guildhall, July 
10th, 1756, and all the parties convicted. The Rev. Mr. More and a printer, 
with others, were heavily fined. Parsons was set in the pillory three times 
in one month and imprisoned for two years, his wife for one year, and Majy 
Eraser, the " Medium," for six months in Bridewell, and kept to haxd 
labour. It came out in the course of investigation that Master Parsons had 
borrowed some money of Mr. Kempe, and it was rather suspected that he 
did not want to pay it back again. 

Another celebrated spiritual farce was enacted in 1810, entitled ^^TheSamvp" 
ford Qhosty This is a village near Tiverton, in Devonshire, and the following 
striking performances weire " attested by affida/oit of the Rev. C. Cotton," who, 
by the by, was of opinion that " a belief in ghosts is favourable to virtue." 

Imprimis, " stamping on the boards answered by similar sounds under- 
neath the flooring, and these sounds followed the persons through the upper 
apartments and answered the stamping of the feet. The servant women 
were beaten in bed ' with a fist,' a candlestick thrown at the master's head but 
did not hit him, heard footsteps, no one could be seen walking round, candles 
were alight but could see no one, but steps were heard ' like a man's foot in 
a slipper,' with rapping at the doors, etc. etc. After this the servants were 
slapped, pushed, and bufieted. The bed was more than once stuck full of pins, 
loud repeated knockings were heard in all the upper rooms, the house shook, 
the windows rattled in their casements, and all the horrors of the most horrible 
of romances were accumulated in this devoted habitation." Amongst other 
things it was declared by a man, of the rather suspicious name of " Dodge,'* 
that the prentice boy had seen " an old woman descend through the ceiling." 
The house was tenanted by a man of the name of Chave, a huckster. 
The landlord was a Mr. Tully, who determined to investigate this matter 
himself, and went to sleep, or rather to pass the night, at the house for this 
purpose. The account says that " he took with him. a reasonable degree 
of scepticism, a considerable share of common sense ;" and I believe a 
good thick stick, which is, in my opinion, a much more powerful instru- 
ment in laying these kinds of ghosts than the old-fashioned remedy of 
"bell, book, and candle." 

When Mr. Tully went to the house he saw " Dodge" speaking to Mrs. 
Chave in the shop, and also saw him leave the house ; but when he went up 
stairs by himself who should he see but this same "Dodge," who had got up 
stairs by a private entrance, but who could not dodge out of Mr. Tully's 
way. So Mr. Tully pounced upon him and locked him in the room, where 
he also found a mopstick " battered at the end into splinters and covered 
with whitewash," and this was the ghost that answered the stamping on the 
floors. Mr. Tully went to bed, and as no ghosts thumped he went to sleep 
and had a good night's rest ; and upon examining the house the next day, 
found the ceilings below in " a state of mutilation," from the ghostly thumps 
it had received. 

The cause of the house being haunted was a conspiracy on the part of 
Chave and his friends to get the house at a very Imo rent, as he would 
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not mind living on the premises, but other persons would not, of course, be 
likely to take a " haunted house." 

A drunken mob one day met and assaulted Chave after this trick was 
exposed, and he took refage in his " haunted house," from whence he fired a 
pistol and shot one man dead. Another man was also kiUed at the same 
time, thus two Hves were sacrificed to this " Sampford ghost." The Rev. 
C. Cotton died shortly after this ghost was discovered to be a flam, or sham 
ghost ; it was supposed of chagrin and vexation at being made a huU of by 
the vulgar for his simplicity and credulity. 

Another sensation farce was " The Stockwell Ghost," which performed 
its tricks very cleverly and suocessfully at a farm-house in that place in the 
year 1772. It broke nearly every bit of glaas, china, and crockery in the 
house, and no discovery was made at the time of the how, the wh/, or the 
wherefore. But in " The Every Day Book," edited and published by W. 
Hone, the whole matter is explained in the confession of a woman who lived 
at the house as servant girl at the time, and who played the part of the ghost 
so well, that she escaped detection, and came ofi", only suspected by a few. 

The inutilily of attempting to do away entirely with this popular belief 
in ghosts by (arguments, however well founded on reason and s*cience, has 
already been hinted at ; but it will be only fair that sdenoe should just put a 
word in, as it can do no harm and may do good. 

In " Sketches of the Philosophy of Apparition, or aa Attempt to Trace 
such Illusions to their Physical Causes, by Samuel Hibbert, HJ).^ F.R.S.E.," 
the author states his opinion to be that '' Apparitions axe nothing more than 
ideas or recollected images of the mind, which have been rendered more vivid 
than actual impressions," perhaps by morbid affections. It is also pointed out 
that " in ghost stories of a supposed supernatural character which by disease 
are rendered so unduly intense as to induce spectral illusions, may be traced 
to such fantastical objects of prior belief as are incorporated in the various 
systems of superstition which for ages have possessed the minds of the vulgar." 
" Spectral illusions arise from a highly excited state of the nervous irrita- 
bility acting generally upon the system, or from inflammation of the brain." 

" The effect induced on the brain by intoxication from ardent spirits, 
which have a strong tendency to inflame this organ, is attended with very 
remarkable effects. These have lately been described as symptoms of 
* delirium, tremens.' Many cases are recorded which show the liability of the 
patient to long-continued spectral impressions." 

Sir David Brewster represents these phenomena as images projected on 
the retina — from the brain, and seen with the eyes open or shut. 

Of the many causes assigned for spectral illusions the following may be 
enumerated : — Holy ecstasies, various diseases of the brain, diseases of the 
eye, extreme sensibility or nervous excitement from fright, various degrees 
of fever, effects of opium, delirium tremens, ignorance and superstition, cata- 
lepsy, and confrised, indistinct, or uncomprehended natural causes. Now all 
persons who suppose they see ghosts are at liberty to select any of the fore- 
going causes for their being so deluded, for delusion it is, as I hope presently 
to prove ; but they may rest assured that these supposed spectres are always 
produced either by disease or by over-excited imagination, which in some 
cases it may be said amounts to disease. 
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However, to retnm to the ghosts. Avery common, or rather iAe common, 
idea of a ghost is generaJly a very thin and ecraggy figure ; but if there are 
such things there must be fat ghoats as well as ihm ghosts ; fat or thin 
people are equally eligible " to put in an appearance " of this sort if they 
can ; and to cany out this idea and make it quite clear, I hero introduce an 
old acquaintance of the public, Mr. Daniel Lambert, as he appeared to my 
Mi»-eicited imagination whilst engaged on this work. Now if Daniel came 




he must, according tp the authoritiea in these matters, not 
" come in his habits aa he lived," that is, in the clothes he ■* 
must also come in hisjfirf, or he would not be recognized as the &tteat man 
" and the heaviest man that ever lived," and although he weighed " 52 stone 
11 pounds" (14 lb. to the stone) in the flesh, in the spirit, he would, of 
course, be " as light as a feather," or rather an " air bubble ;" and as he 
could not dance and jump about when alive, I thonght if I brought hiT" is aa 
agbost, I'd giro bjm a bit of a treat, and let him dance upon the "tight rope." 



A DISCOVERY CONCERNING GHOSTS. 25 

Most persons will remember a story told by " Pliny the younger " of the 
apparition of " an old " man appearing to Athenadorous, a Greek scholar. 
This gbost was "lean, haggard, and dirty^^ with "dishevelled hair and a 
long beard." He had "chains on," and came " shaking his chains" at the 
Greek scholar, who heeded him not, but went on with his studies. The old 
ghost, however, " came close to him and shook his chains over his head as 
he sat at the table," whereupon Athenadorous arose and followed the dirty 
old man in his chains, who went into the courtyard and " stamped his foot 
upon a stone about the centre of it, and — disappeared." The Greek scholar 
marked the spot, and next day had the place dug up, when, lo and behold, 
they found there the skeleton of a human being." 

Going back to the days of " Pliny the younger" is going back far enough 
into early history for my purpose, which is to show that the notions about 
apparitions which prevailed at that period are the same as those of the 
present day, that is, of their ajp'pearing in the dresses ihey wore in, their life- 
time, in every minute particular ^ as to form, colour, and condition, new or old, 
as the case might be ; but to prevent any mistake upon this head, I will just 
add some few words from that reliable authority, Defoe, who, you will have 
already remarked, is exceedingly ^particular as to the exactness of every article 
of dress ; but in what follows he goes far beyond any other writer on this sub- 
ject, for instance he says, " We see them dressed in the very clothes which 
we have cut to pieces, and given away, some to one body, some to another, 
or applied to this or that use, so that we can give an account of every rag of them. 
We can hear them speaking with the same voice and sound, though the organ 
which formed their former speech we are sure is perished and gone." 

From the various instances of the appearance of apparitions which have 
been brought before the reader, it will, I presume, be admitted that abundant 
and sufficient proof has been given that the writers about ghosts, and all 
those whp have professed to have seen ghosts, declare that they appear in the 
dt*esses which they wore in their lifetime ; but from all I have been able to 
learn, it does not appear that from the days of Pliny the younger down to the 
days of Shakespeare, and from thence down to the present time, THAT ANT 
ONE HAS EYER THOUGHT OF THE GROSS ABSURDITY, AND 
IMPOSSIBILITY, OF THERE BEING SUCH THINGS AS GHOSTS 
OF WEARING APPAREL, IRON ARMOUR, WALKING STICKS, AND 
SHOVELS ! NO, NOT ONE, except myself, and this I claim as my 
DISCOVERY CONCERNING GHOSTS, aad that therefore it foUows, as a 
matter of course, that as ghosts cannot, must not, dare not, for decency's sake, 
appear WITHOUT CLOTHES ; and as there can be no such things AS 
GHOSTS OR SPIRITS OF CLOTHES, why, then, it appears that GHOSTS 
NEVER DID APPEAR, AND NEVER CAN APPEAR, at any rate not in 
the way in which they have been hitherto supposed to appear. 

And now let us glance at the material question, or question of materialism. 

In the year 1828, a work was published, entitled " Past Feelings Reno- 
vated ; or, Ideas occasioned by the perusal of Dr. Hibbert's Philosophy of 
Apparitions," which the author says were " written with the view of coun- 
teracting any sentiments approaching materialism, which that work, however 
unintentional on the part of the author, m^oy laa^^ «. X^tA's^'c^ Vi ^xoi^iXkSife't'* 
The author ot " P^st Feelings Renovated" \s ^ ?LTm\i^'e^^"^ ^^i. «^■^$"«c>iG^a^^ 
whogeneraJlj '' come in their halite aat\xey\We9L-;' m^*m\xv^Y^^^^^^^'^'^'^^'^ 
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"The general tendency of Dr. Hibbert's wort, and evident fallacy of many of fcLe 
arguments in anpport of opinions too nearly approaching 'mofcrioKsm,' induced 
me togive the subject that een'OTMcoMsifforaiionwliicliitiniperativelydeniands." 
This author, it will be perceived, ia very much opposed to anything like 
" malenalism " in relation to this question, and is strongly in favour of 
" ^iritmaimn," but will he he so goodaa to tell uBwhat "a FAIR OP Buckskihs" 
are made of ? and what a paih of Top-boots are made of ? and whether these 
matemals are gpiritualixed by any process, or whether THE CLOTHES WE 
WEAR ON OUR BODIES BECOME A PART AND PAitCBL 
OF OUR SOULS ? And aa it ia clearly impossible for spirits to wear 
dresses made of the matoriaU of the earth, we should Hke to know if 
there are spiritual -outfitting shops for the clothing of ghosts who pay 
visits on earth, and if empty, haunted houses are used for this purpose, 
in the same way as the establishments, and after the manner of " Moses 
and Son," or " Hyam Brothers," or such like honsos of business, or if so, 
then there must be also the spirit of woollen cloth, the spirit of leather, the 
ipirit of a coat, the spirit of boots and shoes. There must also be the spirit 
of trousers, spirits of gaiters, waistcoats, neckties, spirits of buckles, for 
shoes and knees ; spirit of buttons, " bright gilt buttons ;" spirils of hats, 
cape, bonnets, gowns, and petticoats ; spirits of hoops and crinoline, amd 
ghosCs stockings. Yes ; only think of the ghosts of stockings, but if the 
ghost of a lady had to make her appearance here, she eould not present her- 
self before company without her shoes and stockings, so there must he 
GHOSTS OP STOCKINGS. 
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Most persons will surely feel some hesitation in accepting the assertions 
made by Defoe, that ghosts appear in clothes that have been cut up, or 
distributed in different places, or destroyed, or that they come in the same 
garments that are being worn at the same moment by living persons, or 
which are at the time of appearing, in wardrobes or old clothes shops ; or, 
perhaps, thousands of miles away from the spot where the ghost pays his 
unwelcome visit, or worn or torn into rags, and stuck upon a broomstick 
" to frighten away the crows." No, no, I think we may rest assured that 
ghosts could not appear in these dresses, or shreds and. patches; in fact, 
that they could not show themselves in any dress made of the materials of 
the earth as already suggested ; and, therefore, if they did wear any dresses 
they must have been composed of a spvritual material, if it be possible to 
unite, in any way, two such opposites. Then comes the question, from 
whence is this spiritual material obtained, and also if there are spirit manu- 
factories, spirit weavers and spinners, and spirit tanners and " tan pits ?" 

If this be so, then there must, of course, be ghost tailors, working with 
ghosts of needles (how sharp they must be !), and ghosts of threads (and how 
fine tJiey must be !), and the ghost of a "sleeve board," and the ghost of the 
iron, which the tailors use to flatten the seams, called a " goose " (only think 
of the ghost of a tailor's " goose !") Then there must be the ghost of a 
"bootmaker," with the ghost of a "lapstone," and a "last," and the spirit 
of " cobbler's wax !" Ghost of " button makers," " wig makers," and 
"hatters;" and, indeed, of every trade necessary to fit out a ghost, either 
lady or gentleman, in order to make it appear that they really did appear 
" in their habits as they lived." 

There are, I know, many respectable worthy persons even at the present 
day who believe they sometimes see apparitions, and I would here take the 
liberty to advise such persons to ponder a little upon the above remarks 
relative to the clothing of spirits, and, when again they think they see a 
GHOST, recollect that with the exception of the face and a little bit of the 
neck perhaps, and also the hands, if without gloves, that oM the otlwr parts are 
CLOTHES. And I would also take the liberty to suggest that he should ask 
the ghost these questions : — " Who's your tailor ?" and " Who's your hatter ?" 

Whatever the belief of the " Bard of Avon " might have been with 
respect to ghosts, it is quite clear that [in these cases he was merely exer- 
cising his great poetical talent to work out the several points of popular belief 
in apparitions, for the purpose of producing a striking " stage effect ;" but 
aU that he brings forward, goes to prove the long- established faith in these 
aerial beings, and the general and almost universal requisites of character 
and costume. But it pr6bably never entered the great mind of this great 
poet that there could be no such thing as a ghost of iron, for if it had, he 
would, no doubt, have dressed up the ghost of Hamlet's father in some sort 
of suit rather more aerial than a suit of steel armour. There may be 
" more things 'twixt heaven and earth" than were dreamt of in Horatio's 
philosophy; but the ghost of Ircm armour could not be one of these 
things, be included in the list, and on reverting to this ghost, the reader 
will observe that I have given no figure in that suit of armour, and no head 
to the figure of Napoleon the First, and for this reason^ tlcka «jc^ <2kl ^'a^^^cc^!^^ 
you will please to observe, is a sevexe CTv\ivc^\»fe^\»\x^^aMB50«i^ 
For suppose an ftrtist is employed to m^Q ^ ^W^s^^ ^"^ "^^^^ ^^'^ '^ 
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Hamlet's father, he will begin, or onght to begin, first to sketch out, verj 
lightly, the size and attitude of the figure required ; then suppose he makes 
out the face, and then begins to work on the helmet, but here he stops — 
why ? because if he has any thought, he will say this is not spirit, this is 
manufactured iron ! And so with the other parts of the figure, all except 
the face is material ; and then to my old enemy in one sense, and friend in 
another — Napoleon, for I volunteered, and armed myself to assist to keep him 
from coming over here before I was twenty years of age ; and as a carica- 
turist, what by turning him, sometimes into ridicule, and sometimes, in fact 
very often I may say, killing him with my sharp etching needle, "little 
Boney " used very frequently to give me a good solid bit of meat, and make 
my "pot boil." But with respect to this headless figure, if the artist is 
requested to make a drawing of the spirit of this great general, he would, 
after making out the face, begin with the collar of the coat, and then stop — 
and why ? Because the coat is no part of a 5pm^, and if the whole of the 
figure were finished with the face in, what would that be but the spirit of the 
face of Napoleon ; all the rest would consist of a cocked-hat, with tricolored 
cockade ; a military coat, with buttons ; a waistcoat, a sword and sash, 
leather gloves, and leather pantaloons, jack-boots, and spurs ! Are, or can 
these things be spiritual ? If the end of the finger is placed over the space 
which is left for the face of Napoleon, the figure will be recognized as his 
mtJwut the head; and so with Hamlet's father, place the end of the finger 
in front of the helmet, and the armour will pass for the ghost ; and do the like 
with the figure of Daniel Lambert, put the head out of sight, all the rest is 
neck-handkerchief, a bit of shirt, a coat, a waistcoast, a pair of gloves, small 
clothes (not very small by the by), an immense pair of stockings, and the points 
of a pair of shoes ; and as to the headless ghost of the gentleman in the hhie 
coat and gilfc buttons, that is also NOTHING BUT A SUIT OF CLOTHES. 
The reader will recollect that Daniel Defoe, Mrs. Crowe, and Mr. Owen, 
and other authors have all introduced GHOSTS OF WIGS amongst their 
facts, in support of spiritual apparitions, so if there are ghosts of "wigs," 
there must also be GHOSTS OF " PIGTAILS," because they were some- 
times a part of a wig ; and in taking leave of the reader, I take the liberty 
of introducing a ghost of a wig and pigtail, who wiU make a polite bow 
for the humble author and artist of this " DISCOVERY CONCERNING 
GHOSTS." 
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ADDENDA. 



Just as I depicted the ghost of the wig aoid pigtail to bow out all the old- 
fashioned GHOSTS, methought I heard a voice say, "Well, sir, suppose it 
gra/nted that yon have shown the uttbb impossibility of there being such 
things as ghosts of hats, coats, sticks, and umbrellas ; admitting that yon 
really have " laid" aU these ghosts of the old style, what say you to the 
" spirit manifestations" of the present day ? 

Well, this does certainly seem to be putting rather a " Home question"— 
a " Home thrust," if you please ; but sharp as the question may be, and 
difficult as it may seem to answer, I am not going to shirk the question. 

In the first place, this i/nquiring spirit must please to recollect that these 
"spirit-rappers" of the present day are almost an entirely new-fashioned 
spirit, a different sort of ghost altogether, or ghosts in " piecemeal ;" only 
hits of spirits, who never come of their own accord, and have to be squeezed 
out of a table bit by bit, when they do hold up a hand, or tap or touch 
people's legs under the table with their hand, or a bit of one. But never 
having attended a ^^ seance" I cannot give the inquiring spirit any information 
about these spirits from my own personal knowledge. If the inquirer wishes 
to know " aU about" these spirits, he had better apply to Mr. D. D. Home, 
who is quite " at home" with these spirits, upon the most " familiar" terms ! 
in fact, "hand and glove" with them ; and they feel so much at home with 
Mr. Home, that they are constantly putting their hcunds and arms, if not 
their legs, " under his mahogany." I therefore take the liberty of referring 
" Inquirer" to this Home medium, or any other medium. Home or foreign, 
for a "ftdl, true, and particular account" of the character and conduct of 
these new-fashioned, New-found-ZancZ ghosts or spiritual gentlefolk, for it does 
not appear that there are any of the " working-class" amongst them. 

It has been asserted by Mr. Home, that he has seen "full length" 
ghosts. These I shall put to the test a little further on. 

As I intend putting a few questions myself to these "mediums," or 
through this medium, to the spirits, I have to hope that these questions of 
mine wiU be taken by the inquiring spirits who question me as an answer to 
their question upon what may be at present considered upon the whole as 
almost, if not entirely, unanswerable, at least with the ordinary natural 
organs of thought and judgment, and therefore it must be left to these 
tabular spirits or their mediums to explain (that is, if they can) that which, 
to the " outsiders," as the affair stands at this moment, is an inexplicable 
puzzle. 

In bringing forward my questions, I wiU take the liberty of making an 
extract from the " Times," of the 9th of April last, where Mx,\S,X^.^^'ot>l^^ 
book of " Incidents in my Life," is reviewed "ttV^ ^QTL«v!^«t^>5^<^ ^'csassi^ 
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ability ; and wherein tlie writer states that a Dr. Wilkinson was desirous of 
obtaining some information and explanations respecting the "ways and 
means" of these spirits. The Doctor asked Mr. Home why the effects 
(that is, the manifestations) " took place mvder the table and not y^on it." 
Mr. Home said, that " in habituated circles the results were easily obtained 
above board, visibly to all, but that at the first sitting it was not so ; that 
scepticism was almost universal in men's intellects, and marred the forces 
at work ; that the spirits accomplish what they do through our life sph&rey 
or atmosphere, which was permeated at our wills, and if the vdll was contrary, 
the sphere was unfit for being operated upon." Moreover, allowance must 
be mad© for a certain indisposition on the part of the spirits (as we infer a 
sort of spiritual bashfalness), " which deters them from exhibiting their 
members in a state of imperfect formation." When some had merely a single 
finger put upon their knees, " Mr. Home said that the presenting spirits 
could often make one finger where they could not mxike two, and two where 
they could not form an entire hand, just as they could form a hand where 
they could not realize a whole human figure" (for there seems never to 
have been life sphere at a seamm adequate to the exhibition of an entire 
figure, "though Me. Home has frequently seen spirits in their pull 

PROPORTIONS WHEN ALONB"). 

And now for one of my questions, which question is not only my question 
but a public question, and one which Mr. Home is bound to answer, if he 
can. I therefore publicly call upon that gentleman to inform the public if 
these SPIRITS, which he saw in their " pull proportions," were in a state of 
NUDITY, or if they had clothes on ? and if clothed, of what those clothes 
WERE MADE ? If he does not know these particulars of his own knowledge, 
as he has the ea/r of these spirits, their enti/re confidence, and as they have 
his ear, let him call upon them to let him into the secret of the manufacture 
of their garments, or how the spirits procure them ; and until Mr. Home 
explains this satisfactorily to the public, we have a right to suspect that 

either he has been himself deceived, or that he Perhaps I had better 

not finish the sentence. 

The " i/nquvrvng spirit" will see that the clothes are the test, and this test 
stands good here, as well as with the old fashioned ghosts, and this, I 
presume, will be allowed as rather a "Home question" to Mr. Home; a 
Home thrust which he can only parry by giving the information asked ; 
which, if he does not, I will not say " Britons, strike Home," but unless he 
or the spirits " rap" out a satisfactory answer, he -may rely upon it that 
he will feel the weight of public opinion, which will weigh rather heavily 
upon him. But I give him a first-rate chance of becoming exceedingly 
popular, for the mass, the millions, are ready to believe anything in the 
shape of a fact, atid I am confident that the whole world would be delighted 
to get hold of such a secret as this. It would be, perhaps, extreme cruelty 
to put this gentleman quite " out of spirits ;" but unless he tells us what 
the clothes of spirits are made of, I should ^ay that he will stand in rather 
an awkward position before the bar of public opinion. 

Another Question here I'll put, about this spirit " D D outfit," 
Wlu'ch I fear that the Bpinta won't answer, ^uat as yet — 
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It is a question, I grant, that looks rather queer, 

Which is — are their " togs " made out of our atmosphere f " 

If the cloth is made out of stuff ^^ permeated ly our wilW^ — 

And farther, if these ghosts are honest, and pay their tailors' bills ? 

And then, as to the handy craft and crafty hands — 

Oh tell us if warm hands, and cold — 

So cold ! so cold ! oh dear ! — 

Are made in any kind of mould. 

Or how they trick 'em out of our " life sphere ?" 

Now supposing, nay eyen admitting, that the hands of spirits are exhi- 
bited at these seances, does it not really seem to be impossible to believe 
that they are made out of the air that surrounds the persons who surround 
the table ! ! ! 

Making fingers and hands out of our " life-sphere " or " atmosphere !" 
" permeated by our wills T' Well, I was going to say, ** after that comes in 
a horse to be shaved," but reaUy I hardly know what to say ; for whilst 
reading the accounts of these spirits, I feel almost bewildered, and as the 
mediums say that there is what they call " spirit- writing," and that spirits 
seize the person's wrist, and make thein write just what they wist, I suspect 
that the spirit of botheration has got hold of my hand, and is making me 
write what it pleases ; and I therefore hope the " gentle reader " will excuse 
me if I write down here "Handy pandy, Jack a dandy," or any other 
childish nonsense ; for as this table lifting and turning seems to alter and 
set aside altogether the law of gravitation and all the universal laws of the 
universe, that used to be thought by simple people as fixed and. unalterable, 
so likewise these " spirit hands " and " spirit rapping " seem to put reason 
and rationality entirely out of the field. Therefore, as common sense cannot 
be used in any sense on this question, as it is utterly useless in the present 
state of affairs to attempt to " chop logic " with " raps," and their mediums 
upon such tables as these, it will be here quite in place to talk a little non- 
sense. The reader will therefore, I am sure, bear with me if I make two or 
three silly suggestions upon this phenomena of moving tables. 

Under ordinary circumstances, when persons who are not ** habituated " 
have any natural substance to deal with — say, for instance, a deal table — the 
mind naturally endeavours to account in a natural way for such a piece of far- . 
niture moving or being moved without any assignable natural cause. Common 
sense in this case being " put out of court," and the scientific world having 
seemingly "given it up," there is no other source left but to deal with the 
spirits or their mediums in this matter ; and I would here ask if these talles, 
heavy or Hght, are moved by this " life-sphere " or " atmosphere " which is 
" permeated by our wills ;" or if the hands made out of this airy nothing move 
and lift the famiture ? As they can give an answer to the query, we shall 
aU surely be very much obliged to them if they will do so ; and whilst they 
are preparing their answer, I will go on with a little more nonsense, and 
make a most ridiculous suggestion upon the table lifting, quite as ridiculous 
perhaps as anything that has emanated from the spirits ot "^V^bxit ^ssvfe^^&osc^. 
It may seem absurd to bring " Dame "NatMi:©'^ m\;0 ^i}to3^^'• cATcNa^ ^"^ ^^-^^^- 
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theless it does seem true that animals who are associated with man seem to 
partake, to a very large extent, of man's intelligence. Dogs particularly so, 
cats pretty well, and even pigs have been known, when domesticated, to be 
cleanly and polite, and of course we have all heard of the "learned pig." 
Dear little birds, and even asses and geese, have been known to share in 
this " life sphere '* or " atmosphere " of man's brain. I knew a man who 
was educating and training a goose, to come out before the public as a per- 
former as a learned goose, which intention was unfortunately not carried out, 
in consequence of an accident which happened to the poor bird about 
" Michaelmas " time. It appears that he got placed so near a large fire that 
he was very soon " done hrovm,** and upon a " post mortem " examination it 
was discovered that he was stuffed full of sa^e and onion. 

We are so accustomed to have intelligent animals about us, that we do 
not look upon it as anything very extraordinary. Nevertheless, the pheno- 
mena is not the less wonderful for all that. Now I lay this question on the 
table, for the spirits to rap out an answer — viz., as tables and chairs are 
associated with man (and woman, of course), can, or is the vital spark, or 
life principle, conveyed from the body into the wood, which is jporoiiSy and 
can it make these otherwise inanimate objects " all alive alive ?" The 
reader must excuse me for asking such a silly question, and will please to 
recollect that I am not putting the question to him, but to the silly spirits 
and their mediums, for these spirits^ it is stated, are sometimes quite as silly 
as a>ny hody can be. I therefore ask again whether the vital principle or 
force is conveyed into the tables whilst the parties or " circle " are pressing 
their hands upon it ; and if not, please to tell us what it is, for the " outer " 
world are very anxious and waiting to know. It must be observed that the 
tables only move under this pressure, and whilst the " circle " is thus acting 
and using its atmosphenc influence, otherwise the tables might or would be 
always jumping about the room ; and if the tables are not thus moved by 
animal heat, how would the animal man be able to get his meals ? And it 
follows as a natural — beg pardon, spiritual — consequence, that if this be not 
the case, or the cause, then are the spirits a very thoughtful and weU- 
behaved society, to be thus careful not to rattle or roll the table about and 
jump it up and down when the dinner ia spread ; or perhaps these spirits 
partake of the " good things of this life," as very poor French emigrants 
used to do, namely, by merely smelling the viands at a cook's shop — " sniff, 
sniff, ah ! dat is nice a roast a bef — sniff, sniff, ah ! dat nice piece de veal — 
ah ! sniff, sniff, dat a nice piece a de pork — ah ! ah ! sniff, sniff" — ^but if they 
don't eat it appears they drink ; for in an article by R. H, Hatton, in the 
" Victoria Magazine,"* entitled " The Unspiritual World of Spirits," it states 
that Mr. Howitt " believes in a modern German ghost that drank beer," 
which called forth the words (with a horrible exclamation), " it swallows !" 
and at a " seance " held at a chateau near Paris, three years back, a gentle- 
man asked for some brandy and water, which when brought was " snatched 
out of his hold by a spirit-hand which carried it beneath the table," and " the 
glass came back empty, ^^ We are told that the spirits have difficulty in 
making a finger; if so, they must have a greater difficulty in "making 

* Published by Emily FaithfuL And I take this opportunity of wishing success to the 
'' Victoria Magazine" as a part of the good work in which. t\i«A. i«jij ia engaged. 
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months ;*' bnt suppose they do make a month, and the spirits drink the 
beer and spirits, where is the liqnid to go to, if they have made no stomach 
out of the atmospJiere of the ladies and gentlemen forming the " circle " 
round the table? This does not look as if it were "all fair and above 
board ;" but, on the contrary, very much as if there were some clever rascally 
little bodies playing their pranks and taking the " spirits " under the table ; 
however, if it be the real spirits who drank the beer and spirits, I as a teeto- 
taler must express my disgust at such conduct, and, for one, will have nothing 
to do with such spirits ; indeed, I am quite shocked to find, contrary to all 
former ideas of spiritual life, that even these ^^pure spirits '* have still a taste 
for the spirit of alcohol. I really begin to fear that these drinking, if not 
drunken spirits, do haunt the " spirit- vaults." The beer they drink is, I 
presume, " ITome-hrGwedJ* 

But to turn again to the " table-turning." One way that I would sug- 
gest this question, to test, as to whether it be the life principle that gives a 
sort of life to these wooden le^s, and drawers^ and body, and Jlaps, from 
which the spirits send out their " raps," would be, to substitute an iron table, 
a good heavy iron table, and as it is said they can lift any weight, let 'em 
lift that ; and if not iron, then try a good large marble slab. If the iron will 
not " enter into their soul," let them try if their soul will enter into the iron, 
or if the stone will be moved by the " atmosphere " of their flesh and their 
bone. 

Wonders, it is said, will never cease, and most assuredly some of the 
tales told of these " seances ^^^ and some of the reported spirit exhibitions are 
so wonderful, so astounding, that one does not know how to believe them ; 
and there are certain circumstances in some parts of the performance that 
look so like trickery, that it is impossible to accept the whole relation as 
fact, however much we might feel disposed to receive a part thereof. Some 
of these performances are performed in the dark, in the " pitch dark," so dark 
that the company cannot see each other ; and it is in this state of " inner " 
and " utter" darkness that the spirits prefer to lift Mr. Home, andjffoa^ him 
up to the ceiling,* so that the spirits who lift him are " invisible spirits," and 
Mr. Home is invisible also. And this makes me think that these spirits are 
without clothing, and being so, are ashamed to show themselves. I put 
this as a question to Mr. Home, and also, as they only make hands and 
shake hands, if they are not " ashamed to show their faces," why don't 
they make faces ? (I don't mean grimaces). But I should not only like to 
know why they don't make some " atmospheric " " life-sphere " faces, but 
should also very much like to sketch their likenesses, or "take them oflP," as 
people say. 

Touching upon these feces reminds me that a new feature has been 
introduced in this new world, that is, taking up this new fashion of the old 
world by having ^^ carte de visites" A Mr. Jf^m-ler, of Boston, U.S., dis- 
covered that these spirits have a taste for art as well as music, and that they 
have a little vanity like ourselves ; and it has since been discovered thsit fraud 
has been discovered, of photographers — ^^ palming off as spirit likeness — pic- 
tures of persons now aliveP* But here comes the clothes test again, these 

* I should like to ask a question here-^ 
Is Home by spirits lifted, ot \)y ** «A.mos^«t^V^ 
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spirited portraits have all got their clothes on. Apparitions of saits of clothes, 
spirits of coats^ hooU^ and ladies^ dresses I ! ! 

This test of the clothing is very severe, for without having clothes the 
ghost can't appear ; for even that extraordinsuy clever invention of Professor 
Pepper's, the " patent" ghost, which he exhibited at the Polytechnic Insti- 
tution, and which is introduced into a piece called "The Haunted Man and 
the Ghost's Bargain," now performing at the Adelphi Theatre, and which 
ghost, I am sorry to say, I have not yet had time to see, but this " patent 
ghost," of course, has CLOTHES on. In fact, apparitions cannot appear 
without clothes, and apparitions of clothes cannot appear ; and so — but 
really I had quite forgotten that I had left Mr. Home sticking up against 
the ceiling, upon which it appears he makes his onark — all in the dark 
— as a kind of" skylark." " Seeing is believing," but as his friends could 
not see him, he was obliged to do some thing of this sort, suspecting, I sup- 
pose, that his friends would not take his wm^d. When a light was thrown 
upon this scene, Mr. Home was discovered lying upon his back upon the 
table ! It may be rude to say that aU this was all a trick, but pardonable, 
perhaps, to say it looks very like trickery. 

Talking of " skylarking," reminds me, that in conversation with a friend 
of mine, who is a believer in Mr. Home, and expressing a doubt about the 
possibility of Mr. H. kicking his heels up in the air in this wfey, fend 
asking if it were not imaginary, my friend assured me that it was no " flight 
of fancy," that it Was quite true, and that it was not at all improbable but 
that some day, in daylight, we might " see Mr. Home floatvng across ihe 
rnetrdpolis !*^ I suggested that Mr. H. had better mind what he wAft 
about, as there was danger in such a flight, for some short-sighted sports* 
man, or if not short-sighted, he might be in such a state of fuddle as 
not "to know a hawk from a hand saw," and might mistake him for some 
gigantic, monstrous blackbird," or some " rara avis,^' and bring him down 
with his gun, though in this case he would not want to " bag his game;" 

To prevent such a hit as this, or rather Such a mischance, I would suggest 
that due notice should be given to the public when Mr. Home intends 
appearing up above the chimney-pots; and that in addition to hiB floatinig^, 
that the spirits should run him along the *' electric telegraph" wires. That 
would be something worth seeing, and much better than the stupid, silly, 
nonsensical tricks they now play either on the table or under the table. 

There used formerly, even in my time — I don't go back so far as the 
reign of the Charles's, but to the days of the " charlies," as the old 
watchmen were called, and before the " new police" were introduced td 
the public, — in those days ghost tricks were played in various parts of 
London ; one favourite spot was in front of St. Giles's churchyard, near unto 
a " spirit vault." It used to be reported that there was a ghost every night 
in this churchyard, but it was an invisible ghost, for it never was seen, 
though there was a mob of people gaping and straining their eyes to get 
a peep at it ; but during this time, some low cunning spirits used to creep 
out of the adjoining spirit vaults, mix amongst the crowd, and having very 
Ught fingerSf used, instead of taking the people on the knees, as the spirits 
do at the *^ seances,^^ they dipped their hands into the "atmosphere" of 
respectable peopWs pockets^ and " spirited aWay'* their watches, handker- 
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chiefs, pocket-books, or anything else that came in their way, and then bolt 
into the yaults again. 

N.B. — These spirits conld swallow spirits^ like those described in the 
preceding pages. 

Spirits of the old style nsed to deh'ght in the darkness of night, but 
sometimes they'd show their pale faces by moonlight. A " seance** is de- 
scribed that took place by moonlight. I don't mean to assert that it was 
aU "moonshine." A table was placed in front of a window between the 
curtains ; the " circle" round the table and the space between the curtains 
was the stage where the performance took place. Query: How did the 
mediums know, when they placed this table, that the spirits who " lent a 
hand" in the performance would act their play at that part of the table ? 
By the by, the tahh plays an important part in these spirited pieces ; the 
spirits surely would not be able to get on at aU without a table! At 
each side of this stage, lit by the moon, and close to the window curtains, 
which formed as it were the *' proscenium," stood a gentleman, one on each 
side, like two "prompters," one of whom was Mr. Home; and when one 
particular hand was thrust up above the rim of the table, and which lumd 
had a ghve on, Mr. H. cried out, " Oh ! keep me from that hand ! it is so 
cold ; do not let it touch me." Query : How did Mr. H. know that this 
hand was so cold? and had it put the glove on because it felt itself so 
cold? And out of whose "atmosphere," or "life sphere" had the spirit 
made this hand ? if it were so cold, it must have got the stuff through 
some very cold-hea/rted " medium." Then comes my dothes test again, where 
did the hand get the ghve ? Suppose it was a spirit hand, the hand of a soul 
that once did live on earth, could it be the spirit of a ghve ? Whilst waiting 
for an answer to these queries, I would suggest to these " mediums,"^ that if 
they see this " hand and glove" again, they should ask, " Who's your glover ?" 
Yes, it would be important to obtain the name and address of such a glover, 
as such gloves, we may suppose, would not wear out, nor require cleaning. 

An old and valued friend of mine attended a seance in 1860, of 
which he wrote a short account, and which he keeps (in manuscript) to 
lend to his friends for their information and amusement, upon this subject ; 
and although he confesses that, as a novice, he was rather startled upon one 
or two occasions during the evening, that the extraordinary proceeding of 
the sea/rvce had something of a supernatural tinge about it; nevertheless, 
upon mature reflection he came to the conclusion that the whole was a very 
cleverly-managed piece of trickery and imposture. As I am permitted to 
quote from this manuscript, I will here give a short extract to show the 
reader how an American medium — a Dr. Dash — assisted by two other 
"mediums," also Americans, managed the spirits upon that occasion. A 
party of eight were seated round a table : — 

" Shortly and anon, a change came o'er the spirit of the Doctor. He 
jumped up and said, * Sktsh ! I hea/r a spirit rapping at the door.' 

" The Doctor told us there was a spirit which wished to join our seance 
the door was opened, a chair was most politely placed at the table, and 
there the spirit sat, but, like * Banquo's ' Ghost, irmsMA to t?vA wwv^wwv^!' 

In the Waterloo Road there reBidei— ucs.^ ^oot \q ^^^ t^Owet— '^^^itssfe 
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years back, two paperliaiigers, who vied with each other in doing " sten* 
cilling " — that is, rubbing colonr on walls through a cut out pattern ; there 
was great opposition biptween them, and one of them (No. 1) wrote on the 
front of his house in large letters, " The Acme of Stencilling,*' upon which 
No. 2, determined not to be outdone in this style, wrote upon the front of his 
house in letters double the size of his neighbour's, " The Heigth of the 
Acme op Stencilling." Now, I do not know whether this pretended intro^ 
duction of an invisible spirit, and putting a chair for this worse than nothing 
to sit in, when he had nothing to sit down upon, may be considered as the 
heigth of the acme of unprincipled, impudent imposture ; but it goes far 
enough to show that trickery can be and is carried on, and carried on even as 
a trade or " calling " .in this " spirit-rapping " business, for I have seen a 
printed card where ^professional "medium" gives his name and address, and 
has on it, " Circles for Spiritual Manifestation — hours from 12 to 3 and 
5 to 10 P.M. ;" to which is added, " Private Parties and Families visited." 

If such a card as this had been introduced in " The Broad Grin Jest 
Book," some years back, it would have been quite in place, but to think that 
such a card as this should be circulated in this '' age of intellect," as a 
business card — the card of a ** Mattre de Ceremonie,*^ who undertakes to intro- 
duce irwisihle spirits, into parties and private famvilies, is something more 
than I ever expected to see, on the outside of Bethlem, or in the list of 
impostures at a police station. 

As this Dr. Dash pretended that spirits were " mixed up " with this party 
— ^were indeed surrounding the " circle," and who had come into the room 
vnthout hnockmg, and were not a^corrmiodated with chairs, why should this 
ghost of nothing knock at the door, and how did the Dr. know that he 
wished to join the seance, and why should this invisible Mr. Nobody have 
a chair, and the other spirits be obliged to stand ? And then was this spirit 
dressed in his best ? for as it was an evening party, he ought to have been 
" dressed with care." 

The calling up of one spirit seems to call up or raise another spirit, and 
as Dr. Dash introduced a dumb and invisible spirit who was supposed to 
take his seat at a table, I take this opportunity of introducing a spirit of a 
very different character — one of the old fashioned spirits — one that could 
both be seen and heard, and who was seen to take his seat at the table, and- 
enter into conversation with his friends. An extract from the " Registry of 
Brisley Church in 1706," runs thus : — ^A Mr. Grose went to see a Mr. Shaw, 
and whilst these gentlemen were quietly smoking their pipes, in comes 
(without " rapping") the ghost of their friend Mr. Naylor. They asked him 
to sit down, which he did, and they conversed together for about two hours ; 
he was asked how it fared with him, he replied, "Very weU," and when he 
seemed about to move, they asked him if he could not stay a little longer, 
he replied that he " could not do so, for he had only three days' leave of 
absence, and had other business to attend to."* 

Now this is something like a ghost, whose visit you observe is recorded 

* As, according to Mrs. Crowe, ghosts can smoke, and upon equally good authority, 
spirits can swallow spirits, no doubt this ghost of Mr. Naylor, who did not come without 
the help of his tailor, took a pipe with his friends, and took something to drink with them 
also, forjou may rel^ upon il^ that the ghost's friends were not smoking a ** drjr pipe." 
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in the registry of a parish church, and as the party I believe were all clergy- 
men, of course the Eev. Mr. Naylor came in his clerical ^'habits as he lived," 
no doubt " dressed with care." Yes, this you see was a respectable sort of 
ghost — one that you could see and listen to, not such a poor " dummy " 
as Dr. Dashes poor spiritless spirit, Mr. Nothing Nobody, Esq., 

Who could neither be seen nor heard, 
Which even to name, seems quite absurd. 

The reason for thus suddenly pretending to introduce a spvrit^ was to 
produce an effect — a sensation — ^upon the nerves of the party assembled (par- 
ticularly the novices), for it is only under excited nervous feelings that any- 
thing like success can attend the operations of such " mediums." 

The Creator has so formed us that our nerves are more excitable in dark- 
ness than in the light, and our senses thus excited, are for our safety and pro- 
tection, when moving about in the dark, either in-doors or out, as we feel and 
* know, that there is a chance of our being seriously injured by running against 
or falling over something, or that there might be evil spirits in the shape of 
robbers lurking about, against whom it would be necessary to be ready to 
defend ourselves, or to avoid. Our faculties being thus put on the " qui 
Vive," is natural, healthy, and proper ; but when the mind has been imbued 
from childhood with a belief in ghosts, and the individual should happen to 
be in a dark and lonely place, and should hear or see indistinctly something 
which the mind on the instant is not able to account for, naturally^ or com- 
prehend rationally, then under such circumstances, to use a common expres- 
sion, " we are not ourselves," and in giving way to imaginary fears, under the 
impression of supernatural appearances, the stoutest hearts and the strongest 
men, have been known " to quiver and to quail," to be conftised and to feel 
that thrilling sensation, that cold trickling down the back from head to heelj 
which is produced from fright, and nothing but the rallying of their mental 
and physical forces, and rousing up a determined resolution, has enabled 
such men to overcome this coward-like fear, and to discover that they have 
been scared by some natural sound, or some imperfectly-seen natural object, 
that it was all " a false alarm," or perhaps a made up ghost, by sbme fool 
or rogue, or both, who was playing his " tricks upon travellers." 

But with weak and nervous persons, who believe in supernatural 
appearances, the effects of fright, under such circumstances, produce the 
most painfril feelings, total prostration of the faculties, and sometimes 
fatal consequences. Here is an instance where all the faculties were 
prostrated by fright in consequence of seeing a supposed apparition, followed 
by the death of an innocent person : — 

In the year 1804, the inhabitants of Hammersmith, a village situated on 
the west side of the metropolis, but now forming part of it, were much 
terrified by the appearance of, as it was said, a spectre clothed in a winding 
sheet. This apparition made its appearance in the dark evenings in the 
churchyard, and in several avenues about the place. I well remember " the 
Hammersmith ghost," as it was called, being the " Town Talk " of that day, 
and not only in Hammersmith, but even in town, many ^ersow& '^^t^ ^foisA^ 
to leave their homes after dusk. "Besv^ea «i tmwcl qI ^^ Tsssaa <2k1"^<3c3N. 
Graham, who was detected, and I \)eVieve im^TOOBa^^ ^^"^^ ^^^ ^sss^^^^ 



38 ADDEKPA« 

actors in this ghostly fkrce, which was however brought to an end in a 
tragical manner — that is, by a yoong man of the name of Thomas Millwood, 
a plasterer, being shot dead by one Francis Smith, an exciseman, who at the 
time (as the narrator states) was rather "warm over his liquor" — that is 
about half drunk ; and in this state he was allowed at the " White Hart " 
public house to load a gun with shot, and go out for the purpose of dis- 
covering the ghost, and he no sooner saw a figure in a light dress (which 
was the poor plasterer in his working dress, on his road to fetch his wife 
home, who had been at work all day at a house in the neighbourhood of 
" Black Lion Lane,'* where this murder was committed) than he lost the use 
of his Acuities, and was in such a state of fright that, as he said in his 
defence, he " did not know what he was about," and unfortunately, under 
these circumstances, killed an innocent man, which he never would have 
done had he not been a believer in apparitions and ghosts. 

In p. 46, of the " Victoria Magazine," the writer, in speaking of an 
interview which Mr. Home had with the spirit of the Count Caghostro, 
states that the said ^irit diffused and wafbed over his Mend Mr. H. the most 
" delicious perfumes," and that they " appeared to have been a part of the 
Count's personal resources ;" and argues for various reasons that these spirits 
are " sensitive to sweet smells," and that the spirits are " adepts in per- 
fumery," "are fond of it," and surround themselves and their medium 
"with exquisite odours." And as Mr. Home is such a great favourite 
with these " spirits," his " life sphere " and " atmosphere " must be 
very highly scented and perfumed with smells, and this accounts at once 
for the spirits playing " Home, sweet Home " upon the accordian, when he 
holds it under the table with one hand, and they play upon it, I suppose, 
with " their hands of atmosphere .'" Be this as it may, however " sweet upon 
themselves " they may be, these spirits are at this moment in very " bci,d 
odour *' with a. large body of the press, as also with the large body of the 
public, and it therefore rests with the "mediums" to bring these "spirits of 
darkness" into light, and that these supposed spirits, their mediums, and 
their friends should place themselves in a right position before the public. 
" Come out in the road " (as the low folk say when they are going to fight). 
By the by, there surely must be (as they are all spinted fellows) some 
"prizefighters" amongst these "rapping" spirits, and if so, I would suggest 
that mediums, as "backers" and "bottle-holders" (provided they don't 
have any "spirits" in their bottle), should get up a "prizefight" as a 
public exhibition, between such spirits as Jem Belcher and Tom Crib, or any 
of those celebrated deceased popular heroes; and there would be this advantage 
in such contests, that the " sporting world " would have all their favourite 
sport, and be able to bet upon their favourites in these " sham-fights " with- 
out the attendant horrible and disgusting brutalities of the real fights ; for 
although they would, of course, " rap " each other, their ^fo being only made 
of " atmosphere^*' they could not hurt or disfigure each other as they do in 
the earthly boxing. And if these aerial boxers did " knock the wind out " 
of each other, it would be of no consequence, for as they would be sur- 
rounded with lots of their own kind of "life sphere," or " atmosphere," they 
could soon ''make themselves up " again, if even they did not " make it up " 
with each other. But I see some difBLcultiea in carrpiig ou\. \JM>ft^ ^^ «^qi^;' 
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whicsh did not oocur to me at first ; for instance, if they cannot make their 
own thick heads OTit of the ^^ atmosphere " of the heads about them, having 
no heads then, how can they be " set by the ears ?" Besides, they could 
not hear when "time" was called, and then, again, the patrons of the 
"Prize ring^' would not be satisfied unless they could see these spirited 
ghosts " knock each other's heads half ofi"." 

If these spirits cannot " make head," and keep up with the intellectual pro- 
gress of the spirit of the times, and with the spirit of the world. If they cannot 
be a " body politic," or a body of spirits, or any other body, let the mediums 
set their hands to work, "All handsy ahoy !" Let them lend a hand to any 
" handiwork ;" " hand-looms," " or hand about the tea and bread and butter 
at parties, or make themselves " handy " in any way, even if they were made 
to use " hand-brooms." Yes ; let them put their hands to any honest call- 
ing rather than keep their hands in idleness, for they should recollect what 
Dr. Watts asserts — 

" That Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle "hands to do.'* 

And if these " spirit hands " are too flimsy and delicate to worh^io 
do hard work — then let them jplay musical instruments, get up popular con- 
certs, and as they can make perfumes, or are themselves perfumers, they 
could thus whilst playing gratify their audiences with sweet sounds and sweet 
scents at the same time. 

However absurd this asserted /a(?if of tables being moved by spirits may 
appear, and to many persons appearing not worth a "second thought," 
yet it is natural that we should endeavour to account for such a movement 
in a natural way, one cause assigned is natural heat, the other involuntary 
muscular action, etc., etc. In this state of uncertainty a little " guess work" 
about the table movement, may perhaps be excused, even if it be as absurd 
as " table lifting " itself. We know that the common air, dry or moist, 
affects all earthly materials, and that 

The water and the air, 

Are everywhere. 

Changing, the flower and the stone, 

The flesh and the bone. 

And we also know that wood, being a very porous material, is powerfully 
aflfected by the "broad and general casing air," that it expands or contracts 
according to the condition of the atmosphere, and thus we find when there 
is any considerable change in the temperature, that all the book- cases, ward- 
robes, chests of drawers, clothes presses, tables, or " what-nots," in different 
parts of the house, will indicate this change by a creaking^ cracking noise. 
I have in my studio an oaken cabinet, which acts under the influence of the 
change of air, like a talking thermometer, and with which I sometimes hold a 
sort of a " cabinet council " upon the subject of the change of weather. 
When seated in my room, with doors, and windows, and shutters shut, if it 
has been dry weather for any length of time, and my cabinet begins creaking, 
I know by this sound from the wood, thattT[ie^«bTTCLTi\QKa^i^'«,^^:^^^'5^^^ 
wafted with the warm gulf stream from tiie'^e^^ \t:l^\^^,Ss^ $:-^^^sssx>.^ *^^^^ 
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around the room, and producing an effect upon me and my furniture, even 
to the fire-irons and fender, and so, on the contrary, after wet or moist 
weather, if the creaking is heard again, I know pretty well " which way the 
wind blows," and that it is a dry wind, without looking out at the weather vane. 
If it merely goes creaky creaky cracky and stops there, the change will not be 
great, but when it goes cre-aJc, cre-ah, creak, crack, crack, crack — rumble, 
rumhle, rumble, creak, crack I then do I know, and find, that the change will 
be considerable, and can spell out, change — rain — rain — ^rain, much rain. 

Many persons who have given any thought to this question, are of opinion 
that electric currents passing from the human body is the cause of this " table- 
moving," and I introduce my "weather wise " cabinet to the public here to 
show, that if a little damp air, or a little dry air will move, and make a lanr^e 
heavy cabinet talk in this way, how much more likely it is that a table shguld 
be moved, and particularly if these " electric currents " fly " like lightning" 
through the passages or spiracles of this popular, but at present mysterious 
piece of fiimiture. 

No wonder then if the " life sphere " and " the atmosphere " of the " light- 
headed," "light-heeled," who ^^ permeate their wills^^ into this otherwise 
inanimate object, should all of a sudden " set the table in a roar," and "rap 
out their rappartees," and that " the head of the table " should bob up and 
down, so as to make the people stare, either standing around or stuck in a 
chair, and that the legs all so clumsy, should caper and dance and kick up in 
the air, to the tune of " Well did you ever !" and " Well I declare !" / / / 

This cabinet of mine is filled with the spirited works of departed spirits, 
including some of my dear father's humorous works, also of the great Hogarth, 
the great Gilray, and other masters, ancient and modem ; the mediums 
would, I suppose, say — 

That when this cabinet begins a " crack "* or creaking, 
It is these sprites of art, who thus to me are speaking. 

And as one of the panels was split some years back, the mediums would 
perhaps suggest that these " droll spirits " made the cabinet " split its 
sides with laughter," but I know it was the hot air of a hot summer, and 
certainly not done by a drum or a drummer — that this "splitting" or 
" flying," only shows the force of the common air, and I hope adds to the 
force of my argument in this respect, and further, of this I feel assured, that 
if I were to " clear the decks for action," bring this cabinet out into the 
middle of my studio, and could induce some of the lady and gentlemen 
" mediums " to come and form a " circle," and clap their hands on and 
around this piece of furniture, that, although Monsieur Cabinet has no " light 
fantastic toe," that he would nevertheless join in the merry dance, and cut 
some curious capers on his castors, and even "beat time" perhaps with his 
curious creaks and cracks. By the by, glass being a non-conductor, a table 
made of glass, would at once settle this question, as to whether the tables are 
moved by electric currents or not. 

I am now about to suggest what I feel assured every one will admit to be 
a GRAND IDEA, and which would be to make these spirits usefiil in a way that 
would he highly appreciated and patronized by the public, and put all the 

* Scotch fox talking. 
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" fortnne-tellers " and " rulers of tlie stars " out of the field altogether, and 
perhaps even damage the *^ electric wires '' a little. It is to establish a com- 
pany, to be entitled, " The Human Question and Spirit Answer Company !" 
The principal " capitaV* to work upon, would be the overpowering principle of 
curiosity ; in this case, instead of having a " c^air-man," they would, I 
suppose, have a tahle-mBiL ; if so, then Homo would be the mem, and of this 
company it never could be said, that they had not a rap at their bankers. 

" Limited," of course, but the husiness would be irS'limited, with profits, 
corresponding ; branch question and answer offices, branching out all 
over the globe, with "letter-boxes** and "chatter-boxes". If the busi- 
ness of such offices were worked and carried out in a ^'proper spirit,^* it 
would assuredly be " a success." I am supposing, of course, that these 
spirits will be able to " tell us something we don't know," for up to the 
present time it does not appear that they have told anything to us that we 
could not have told them, and in a more common sense and grammatical 
style than most of the communications which they have " rapped out," but 
if there are any real, great, and good spirits amongst these gammocking 
table-turners, they must, one would suppose, know all about everything and 
everybody, and everybody would be asking questions, and if so, " Oh, my !" 
what a lot of funny questions there would be ! and what a lot of funny 
answers ! (all ^^ private and confidential,^* of course) as nobody would be sure 
not to tell nobody any secrets that nobody wanted anybody to know. 

Under ordinary circumstances I am not at all what might be called a 
curious person, but although I should (like other people) like to know how 
certain matters might turn out, and although I should never thmk of asking 
a " fortune-teller" or of consulting the gentry who profess to " rule the 
stars," yet if such a company as this were started, I feel that I should be 
compelled to start off to the first office I could get to, for the purpose of 
putting two or three questions, to which I want immediate answers if it 
were possible, and should not mind paying something extra for favourable 
answers. I will here just give a specimen of some of these questions. 

Some literary gentleman and others belonging to the "Urban Club," 
and also some members of the " Dramatic Authors' " Society, have formed 
themselves in a committee (upon which they have done me the honour to 
place my name), for the purpose of setting on foot and assisting to raise a 
ifond, if possible, to erect a monument in honour of William Shakspeare, 
as the 23rd of April, 1864, will be the ter-centenary of that poet's birth- 
day. Another committee for the same purpose is also in formation, and 
the two committees will either amalgamate or work together. I have 
suggested to the first committee that in order to assist the ^nds for the 
above-mentioned purpose, that a notice be sent out to the public to this 
effect — that all persons having any works of art, either paintings, drawings, 
or sculpture, should be invited and respectfully requested to lend such works 
to a committee of artists, to form a gallery or national collection illustrating 
this author's works, to be called " The Shakspeare Exhibition," and in 
which designs for the said monument could also be exhibited. The ques- 
tion; therefore, I would put to the spirits through the proper mediuw* vcosviJA 
be this, viz. — If such invitations were sent ouV.^ ^csviXi^ ^^ VOl^^sc^ ^1 ^ss^^^ 
works lend them for the pnrpose of ^\vaa \>em^ ^\Mi^aL \«!wc^ "^^ -^^^S^^^^' 
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And further — If the' Government were applied to, wonld ihey " lend the 
loan'' of a proper and fitting building to exliibit the various works in p And 
a little farther, and " though last not least," would the nobility and gentry, 
and the public at large, patronize such an exhibition largely^ and what the 
receipts would amount to ? I should like to have all this answered, and 
that at an early day. But as it may be a long day, before such a company 
could get into working order, and as the members of the public press are 
a good-natured, shrewd class of spirits — if the idea is worth anything, they 
would most likely take it up, and I should be as much pleased to get an 
answer through that medium as any other that I know of. 

There are several other questions which I should put to this " Spirit 
Answer Company" if it were started, and which I feel that I could not well 
put to any one else, as I do not think that any body would give themselves 
the trouble to give me an answer ; and it is not every body who could give 
me satisfactory answers, however much they might feel disposed to do so. I 
enumerate two or three. 

Firstly — After a dreadful railway accident which occurred the other 
day, Lord Brougham in the House of Lords suggested, I believe, that an 
act of Parliament should be passed compelling the public to travel at a 
rational speed ; and as civil engineers declare that if the pvhlic would bo 
content to do so, that it would decrease the risk of life to about 999 per 
cent., I want to know if the public are ever likely to adopt the moderate 
speed, or sort of safe and sxire, mode of travelling by rail, instead of flying 
along at such a risk of life and limb as they do now, occasionally coming to 
a dreadful smash, with an awful unnecessary sacrifice of life, picking up 
the bodies or the pieces thereof, crying out " All right, go a-head," and 
dashing off at the same irrational speed with the probability of the like 
accidents again? 

Secondly — If it is at all likely that " lovely woman" will ever leave off 
wearing dresses which constantly expose her to the risk of being burnt 
to death? 

Upon looking, however, at some of the other questions, they appear so 
Mvolous and ridiculous, that I do not think I would put them even to these 
spirits. For instance, one was, that supposing I took a part in one of 
Shakspeare's plays, for the purpose of assisting this proposed Shakspearian 
fund, and for some other purposes, if, as I can draw a little, should I, under 
such circumstances, draw a fall house ? 

There is a common saying amongst schoolboys, that " If all ifs were liada^ 
and all hods were Shads, we never should be in want of fish for supper." 
Now the if, in this spirit question, is an important if, for if all be h'ue, that is 
asserted by the "mediums" of the marvels which they publish, then are those 
marvels some of the most marvellous and astounding wonders that have 
ever been known or heard of in the authentic history of the world. And 
from the extent to which this belief has spread, and is still spreading, and 
also from the injurious effects it has already produced, and is likely still 
farther to produce, on the mental and physical condition of a large number 
of the people, it now becomes rather, indeed, I may say, a very serious ques- 
Hon, Some of the effects produced by attending tl[i© sovrees a£ the&e " good, 
Bad^ and indifferent " spirits, will be seen from fhexea^anu «i\».\fe^\s^ ^^i^a»m.^ 
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supporter of these supemataral pastimes for giving up — in fact, being gom« 
PELLED to give up — secmceSf " because, in the first place (he states), it was too 
exhausting to the vital fluids of the medium. (They " took too long a pull, 
or swallowed too much of his atmosphere,^^) And also '* because the 
necessity of keeping the mind elevated to a higher state of contemplation, 
while we were repeating the alphabet and receiving messages letter by letter, 
was too great a strain upon our faculties ; and because the undeveloped and 
earth-bound spirits throng about the mediums, and struggle to enter into 
parley with them, apparently with the purpose of getting possession of their 
natures, or exchanging natures; and I have heard of sittings terminating 
from this cause in cases of paralysis or demonaical possession." 

In such a state, no doubt the poor creatures imagine that they see 
apparitions. I had an old fiiend who was affected with paralysis of the 
brain, but not from this cause, as he was a total and decided disbeliever in 
apparitions ; but from the diseased condition of his brain he had the ofppear- 
ounce of a person or ghost constantly by his side for a considerable time, at 
which he used to laugh, and which I wanted him to introduce to me ; but to 
me it was always invisible. One day at dinner he stood up, and said to those 
present, " Don't you see I'm going ?" and fell down — dead ! 

Although there is much to laugh at with respect to these modem spirits, 
although some of the scenes at the seances are perfectly ridiculous — and 
would have afforded capital subjects for the powerful pen of my dear deceased 
friend, " Thomas Ingoldsby" — ^the "raps" rapped out sometimes are positive 
nonsense and sometimes positive falsehood; and "evil communications," 
which all who have been to school know, " corrupt good manners," yet, on 
the other hand, there are serious symptoms sometimes attended with serious 
consequences. 

The mediums tell us that these spiritual manifestations are permitted by 
the " Omnipotent ;" that Jesus Christ sanctions some of these spiritual 
communications, and are indeed given us as if proceeding from Himself; 
and yet we find that some persons who attend these '^seances'* have their 
nervous system so shaken as to distort their Hmbs, in fact, lose the use of 
their limbs altogether, or are " driven raving mad !" 

In " The Light in the Valley," a work which I consider ought to be 
entitled ^^ Darkness in the Valley," but which I must do the author the 
justice to say is written and edited in what is evidently intended as a pro- 
found, proper, and religious spirit, and with a good intent; but however 
sincere and honest those pious feelings may be, they axe nevertheless distorted 
religious opinions, containing symbolical ideas as dark as any symbolical 
emanations ever given forth in the darkest ages. 

In this work specimens are given of ^^ spirit vrriting** and ^^ spirit drawing.'* 
The " spirit writing" consists of unmeaning, unintelligible scribbling scrawls, 
and very rarely containing any letters or words. These productions are 
ascribed to a " spirit hand " seizing and guiding the medium's hand, but which 
ia nothing more than involuntary action of the muscles under an excited 
and unnatural state of the nervous system; and the spirit drawings are 
executed under similar conditions. The drawings profess to b^ dsi®k!^>ja5i. 
and conjointly executed in this way, by Itolij B^m\.^ one au^da^ ^s^^ «2t^ ^g^i^a. 
as sacred guid$jicea to man. These axe t1ae infe^wTQ!^ o^Saxisyoa «5i.^ >w3iNaS.\ 
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but, nnfortnnately, too many of these sort of drawings may be seen in 
certain asylums. Bnt if I know anything of religion, which I have been 
looking at careftilly and critically for half a century ; also if I know anything" 
of designing and drawing, in which profession I have been working in my 
humble way for more than that time, I pronounce these spirit 4^rawings 
(in the language of art) to be " out of drawing," and contrary to all healthy 
emanations of thought as design and composition ; and instead of repre- 
senting subjects or figures which would convey a proper and great idea of 
Divine attributes, are, in fact, caricatures of such sacred subjects. 

I shall here give a few extracts from the communication of these false 
spirits, and spiritual explanations of -these spirit scrawls and scratches ; but 
some which I had intended to insert, upon reflection, I refrain from giving, 
believing that they would not only be offensive to sensible religious persons, 
but injurious to youthful minds. Some of the illustrations given in this book 
are furnished by a " drawing medium," under the titles of " Christ without 
Hands," *' the Bearded Christ," "Christ among the Sphere," "the Woman 
Crucified," etc., etc. In the first of these something like a figure is scribbled 
in, and surrounded with scratches, called spirit writing ; the " Bearded Christ" 
is merely a bust, very badly drawn, and produced in the same unnatural way, 
and surrounded by the same sort of scribbling. The slmpe of the beard and 
the atmosphere of the beard are, it appears, most important matters ; and 
the author, in speaking of this, says, in describing Him, " In * the Bearded 
Christ' the atmosphere of the beard, as well as the beard itself, is repre- 
sented ; and I am acquainted with a * seeing medium,' who has seen the 
beard-atmosphere, not only when the beard is worn, but about the shaven 
chin, with sufficient precision to decide of what shape the beard would be 
were it allowed to grow" ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 

The subject professing to represent " Christ among the Spheres" is a 
better and more finished drawing ; but, according to all the laws and rules 
of proportion, the figure of Christ, by the side of our globe, would be 
30,000 miles in height, and a lily which he holds in his hand 16,000 miles 
long ! All these gross absurdities show, that the real spirit has nothing 
whatever to do with such absurd doctrines or productions. This " drawing 
medium" gives an account of the trials and sufferings, bodily and mental, 
which she went through before she became an accomplished and complete 
medium ; and, according to her own statement, she must have gone through 
a most fearful and horrible schooling. In one part it ifi stated she went 
through " several months of rriost pamful bewilderment cmd extrer)ie distress of 
mimd;^^ and in another part she says that the intensest antagonism between 
TRUTH and FALSEHOOD, between light and darkness, encounters the astounded 
and unprepared pilgrim upon his first entrance into the realm of spirit. 
"I felt frequently as if enveloped in an atmosphere which sent through 
my whole frame warm streams of electricity in waving spirals from the 
crown of my head to the soles of my feet ; and ' occasionally, generally at 
midnight, I was seized with twitchings and convulsive movements of my 
whole body, which were distressing beyond words. All these symptoms at 
length came to a crisis in a frightful trance." And this d/rawmg medium 
signs herself ''ComfobtT and further states that — 

^' Waking in the night, the etra/nge draynng "proceas msViondX^ coxsmveYie^^, 
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and I felt and saw within me the figure of an angel, whose countenance 
resembled that of Christ, descending from a morning sky towards me, and 
bearing upon his shoulders a large cross, whilst &om his lips proceeded these 
words — ' Love, mercy, peace, but not till after death.' Again my soul 
trembled with anguish^ for that strange portentous word, ' death,' was ever 
written within me or without. This peculiar stage of development soon 
produced a singular affection of my throat, an affection of the mucous 
membrane, which caused several times a day, and especially when rising in 
the morning, the most distressing sensations. After suffering thus for several 
days, the mysterious writing informed me that I must take a certain quantity 
of port wins every day, and then the sensation would leave me." And she 
adds, "I followed the spiritual direction, and found almost immediate relief.'* 
The spirit doctor, in fact, after the dreadfal suffering the scholar had 
gone through, prescribed a " drop of comfort," a drop of the spirit of 
Alcohol, which spirit is very much like these rapping spirits, deceitful and 
damgerous, and this, we may presume, is the reason why the medicine adopted 
the name of " comfort." Well, some people will say that some little comfort 
was needed after so much (discomfort and suffering — but why, all this suffer- 
ing ? Cannot these spirit drawing-masters instruct their pupils in this poor, 
wretched, miserable style of drawing, without all this misery and punishment? 
If not, I should think that very few ladies or gentlemen would like to take 
lessons in drawing, or, indeed, in any other art, under such painful circum- 
stances. A spirit drawing-master's card would, I presume, be something 
like the following : — 



TOM PAIN, 

Jrafeing gHastjer. 

UEDITTM SFIBIT DBAWINa TAVGHT, TTNDEB EXTBEKE TOBTUBE, 

IN TWENTr-FOTTB LESSONS, AT SO MUCH ILL-HEALTH 

ANn SUFFEBINGt FEB LESSON. 

N.B, — Private Residence, undeb the Tahle, 

%* All the Drawing and Writing MaieriaU to be provided bj the 
Pupils. The lashing supplied \>j the Spirit, and the Medical Advice Gratis ; 
but the Pupils to find the " drop of »pir%i comfort" themselves. 



In taking one more extract from " Comfort," I hope that I am not giving 
any discomfort to that " medium," who, from my mmost heart I hope and 
trust, is NOW enjoying that rational and natural comfort which all weU- wishers 
to their fellow- creatures wish strangers to feel, as well as their friends. The 
medium proceeds to say : — " Ignorance of their real nature and of their 
alternate purposes in the progress of civilization and development of mind, 
has already caused im/mense misery in many directions, and will cause more 
and more, even infinitely worse, until the time arrives that the medical 
world will follow the example of Dr. Grarth Wilkinson in his valuable 
pamphlet on the treatment of lunacy through spiritualism, and calmly regard 
this growing development not as insanity, but as a key whereby to unlock 
ifnsamty " ! I ! 

I have not the slightest notion of what this pamphlet contaisaa^Vsvil^^sa^ 
the above very ^^comfortable opinioii exi^T^Bi^^^ \s^ ^^ ^cstc&cst?0'* \s3$Rpa.*^Ksa^ 
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matter, it seems to me that a sufficient " key^^ is here given to unlock, if not 
all, at all events, the greater part of the mysteries of this spirit drawing and 
spirit writi/ng, and, indeed, the whole of this spirit movement. 

I would here call the attention of the medical world to the way in which 
the spirits are acting towards that body. I presume that they are the spirits 
of deceased members of the profession ; and if so- they are acting in a 
most unbrotherly, underhanded manner, in fact, undermining the pro- 
fession altogether by "rapping" out prescriptions from under the table, for 
which they do not take a *' rap" as a fee. Yes, " advice gratis" for nothing. 
I entreat medical men not to smile at my remarks, for they may be 
assured that there is a dark conspiracy — I cannot say "afoot," because 
spirits have no feet — but I may say in hand ; and as matters stand at present, 
it looks as if " The D. witJwut the M., and Dr. Faustus" had entered into a 
partnership to destroy all medical doctors by introducing a system which 
they could not only not practise, but, as far as I am able to judge, could 
never understand, and which, though it is given in the " Light in the Valley," 
^^read^* they may, and ^^marJc^' they may, "learn^* they cannot, and "in- 
wardly digest" they never will. 

In the concluding pages of the " light in the Valley," a letter is intro- 
duced, which is evidently written by a highly-educated person, in support of 
"an occult law," and from all that is stated in this letter the writer 
might as well have said at once, I believe in witchcraft, or that crafb 
which enables an ignorant old woman, who is called a "witch," to 
make contracts with the Evil One, for the purpose of torturing, or 
making miserable for life, or destroying unto death, her neighbours, their 
children, or their cattle ; and that an ignorant old man, under the name of a 
"wizard," may do the same; also, in astrology, or "ruling the stars," to 
predict coming events, or the friture fate of individuals bom at particular 
periods of the year, according to the position of the stars at that time ; or in 
" fortune- telling," performed either by " crossing the hand" with a piece of 
money, got out of some simpleton's pocket for that purpose, but which never 
gets back there again ; or by bits of paper, called " cards ;" to which also may 
be added, as a matter of course, I believe in ghosts, hobgoblins, and in every- 
thing of a supernatural character. 

We can readily understand why the ignorant and uneducated believe in 
all these matters; the cause is traced and known; but it seems almost 
impossible to believe that educated persons, even with a small amount 
of reflection, can put their faith in such superstitious delusions ; and if the 
question is put to such persons, as " show us any good" resulting in the 
existence of an "occult law," we may safely defy any one to show one 
instcmce, where any good lias ever resulted from such a belief in what they 
term the deep "arcana of Nature's book," or rather unnatural nonsense. 
Whereas, on the other hand, the amount of evil arising from this source 
has been fearfully great, and the murders many ; dragging poor old creatures 
through ponds, and hanging them, and even torturing them to death in a way 
too disgusting to describe. Our own records are, unfortunately, too massive 
of such ignorant and savage atrocities ; but not only were such deeds enacted 
in this (at that time) so misnamed Christian land, but also in other countries 
denominated Christian ; but which title their brutal acts gave them, like our- 
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selves, no right to assume ; not only in Europe, but also in America. In that 
country, about the year 1642, many poor old women were persecuted to 
death. One woman was hung at Salem for bewitching four children, and 
the eldest daughter afberwards confessed to the tricks that she and her 
sisters had played in pretending to be "bewitched.** 

But in our own time we find that this belief in the power of foretelling 
events leads to much mischief and misery, and from certain ^ts we may be 
assured that there is a larger amount of evil from this cause than is made 
known to the public. The " occult law" leads to many breaches of the law 
of the land, and to serious crime ; it opens the door to gross imposture, 
swindling, and robbery, misleading the minds of simple people, and turning 
their conduct and ways from their proper and natural course, and the 
strange unaccountable conduct of some persons might be easily accounted for, 
when traced to this " fortune-telling*' foolery. The happiness of one family 
was destroyed only the other day by a deaf and dumb "ruler of the stars,'* 
who is now in penal servitude, and who would have been executed had the 
offence been committed some years back. Several such " rulers of the 
stars," or " fortune-tellers," have been hung for similar crimes, in my time, 
one I remember was a black man, hung at the Old Bailey. 

The clothes test cannot be brought to bear upon the predicting of events, 
but there is a test, which may be brought with equal force upon this question, 
which is, that although these prophets profess to tell what is going to 
happen to others, they CAimoT foretell what is going to happen to them- 
selves, for if they could, they would have, of course, avoided the punish- 
ments which the law has, and is constantly inflicting upon them for their 
offences. And Mr. "Zadkiel," for instance, would not have brought his 
action against Admiral Sir Edward Belcher, if he could have foreseen the 
result ; after which, no doubt, he cried out, " Oh ! my stars ! — if I had known 
as much as I know now, I never would have gone into court !" 

A " Bow Street officer" (as a branch of the old police were styled) told 
me that he had a warrant to take up a female fortune-teller, who was pluck- 
ing the geese to a large amount. Her principal dupes were females, and he 
being a gamder had some difficulty in managing to get an introduction (for 
this tribe of swindlers use as much caution as they can). He however 
succeeded in getting the wise woman to tell him his fortune, for which he 
professed himself much obliged, and told her that as he Jiad a little faculty 
in that way himself, he would in return, tell her, her fortune, which was, 
that she was that morning going before the magistrate at Bow Street, 
who had some power in this way also, and he would likewise tell her her 
fortune. She smiled at first and would not believe in what he said, but he 
showed her the warrant, and all came true that he had told her; but 
nothing came true of what she had told him. 

From the high and pure character of many persons well known to me, 
who are mixed up in these seances^ it is almost impossible not to believe 
their statements of these wonders, the truth of which wonders they so 
positively assert. ^ true, they are indeed wonderful ; but if tricJcs, then do 
they surpass all other tricks, ever performed by all the " sleight of hand" 
gentry put together, who ever bamboozled poor credulous, simple creatures^ jg 
or astonished and puzzled a delighted audteivfC^e, 
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There can be but two sides to a question, true or false; and, as already 
hinted, it remains for the mediums to prove their case, aad. to placcSithe 
matter in a better light than it stands at present, which is indeed eD^ver^JUza 
and uncertain sort of ** night light ;" but as, up to this time, their assertions 
are at variance with what has hitherto been considered as sound sense and 
xuiderstanding, those outside the '* circle" have not only a right, to be cautions 
of stepping into such a circle, but, until some more reasonable reasons are 
given — even putting aside the cui ho7io for the present — unless some rational 
natural cause can be assigned, they have a right to suspect the whole, either 
as a Delusion or a Disease, 

But even if this party |>rot;6, that these " thing-em bobs" are real spirits, 
they appear to be so dreadful and dangerous, and there really is such a 
'* strong family likeness" between some of them, and a certain '^ Old OeTdle* 
man^^* that I would say " the lesS' they have to do with them the better ;" 
but even supposing they are not '^ so black as they are painted " (by their 
mediums), if even they are a sort of " half-and-half," nevertheless, I 
would say — 

" Best, rest, perturbed spirits rest ;" 
For if not for you, for us 'twill be the best. 

There may be, as already observed, more things between heaven and 
earth than were dreamt of in the philosophy of Horatio ; but let tbe 
^^ inquiring spirit" rest assured that amongst these '' things" there could not 
be included the Ohost of Iron Abmoub; and though 'tis said ''there's 
nothing like leather," yet none of these said *' things" could have be^i the 
LEATHER of " ToF-BOOTs" — no, not cvcu the LEATHER of the ** TOPs" nor the 
LEATHER of the '' soLEs" thereof. 

In concluding, I wiU just add to this Addenda, that, — 

Although I hM€ie seen, (in the " mirage," in the sky) 
A ship *' upside down,** the great hull and big sails, 

No one, has ever yet seen, such things, as the Ghosts, 
Of Hats or Wigs, or of short, or long Pig — ^taii£. 

And this is the **Ioiig and the short" of mj 
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I »THiNK it a duty to inforai the Public that I have a Nephew 
whose Ohristian name is Pkboy. He in employed by H person of the 
name of " Eead," a Publisher, of Johnson's Court, Fleet Street ; 
who, in Advertising any work executed by my Neplieio, announces 
it as by " Cruikaliank/^ instead of (as it ought to be) illustrated by 
" Percy Cruikshank/' And having been informed by numerous 
persons that they have purchased these publications under the im- 
pression that they were works executed by me, I hereby caution the 
Public against buying any work as mine with the name of EBAD, 
of Johnson's Court, upon it as Publisher. I never did anything for 
that person, and never shall ; and I beg the Public to understand that 
these observations are not directed against my Nephew, to whom I 
wish Qvery good, but that they are against the said Eead, who, by 
leaving out my NepheVs Christian name, Percy, deprives him of 
whatever credit he may deserve for his literary and artistic produc- 
tions, and thereby creating a confusion of persons, which, if not done 
for the purpose of Deceiving the Public, appears to be very much 
like it. 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 

OP 

'' A DISCOVEEY CONCEENING GHOSTS ; WITH A EAP AT THE 

' SPIEIT-EAPPEES.' " 



Ik placing before tlie Public a Second Edition of tbis Pampblet, I feel 
it necessary to make a few remarks. 

Wben tbis so-called "Discovery" was first publisbed, two or tbree 
persons claimed to bave made tbe same discovery prior to tbe appearance 
of tbis work. I was not mucb surprised upon finding tbis to be tbe case» 
baving tbougbt it quite possible tbat some otber persons migbt bave come 
to tbe same conclusion as myself in tbe matter ; but bad I known tbat any 
one bad jpuhlished tbis peculiar view of supernatural appearances, I sbould 
not, of course, bave claimed tbe originality of tbe idea. But as I made mt/ 
discovery full balf-a-century back — and as no one, tbat I am aware of, bas 
gone into tbe question to tbe same extent tbat I bave — I see no reason, 
under all circumstances, wby I sbould alter my title ; but I take tbis oppor- 
tunity of congratulating my brotber discoverers, and feel pleased to find 
tbat out of tbe millions and millions wbo bave, and do still, believe in 
Ghosts, tbat some few persons, as well as myself, bold tbe same opinions 
respecting tbe impossibility of tbe appearance of sucb mytbs. 

G. C. 

Novembefy 1864. 
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"Enter Ghost." 
Haulbt. — " Tlum oom'st in such » guettiimable Bhape." — 

QOCBIIONABLE ! — Ky ; SO VBTy qnestiaiuible, in my opi&icm, ia the &ot of tiieir 
coming at all, that I am now gping to qaestion whether they ever did, or 
eoK come. This opimion I know ia opposeii to a very general, a long-esta- 
blished, and with some a deeply-rooted belief in Bapematnral appearancee, 
and ia opposed to what may be ahiKisi considered as weU-authenticated/oet*, 
which neither the repeated esposnre of very many "ghost tricks," and 
clearly-proTed impostare, nor sound philosophical argomeilts, hare been able 
to set aside altogether. Most peraone, therefore, will no donbt consider that 
the task of "laying" all the ghoats that have appeared, and patthig a atop 
to any others ever making an appearance, is a most diffictdt task. Thie is 
granted ; and although I do not believe, like Owen Glendower, that I can 
"call the spirits from the vasty deep," but on the coiitCTrj «gEc» Nsi "^a* 
respect with Hotspur, if I did call that ttiey ■wcfa\a.Ti<A coTaa,"VTiss^'istf2»^«»^ 
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althongli no conjnror, do conjure np for tlie occasion hosts of ghosts whicli 
I see I have to contend against. Yes, I do see before me, " in my mind's 
eye "— 

A yast army, composed of ghost, goblin, and sprite ! 

With their eyes fall of fire, all gleaming with spite ! 

All Inrking about in the " dead of the night " 

With their £ebces so pale and their shrouds all so white ! 

Or hiding about in dark holes and comers, 

To fright grown-up folk, or little " Jack Homers." 

But though they all stand in tiiis fierce grim array. 

Armed with pen and with pencil, " Til drive them away." 

It is not only, however, against these horrible and ghastly-looking cloud 
of flimsy foes that one has to deal with in a question like this, but there are 
numbers of respectable and respected authors, and highly respectable wit- 
nesses, on the side of the ghosts ; and it must be admitted that it is no easy 
matter to put aside the testimony of all these respectable persons. They 
may have thought, and some may stiU think, that they have done, and are 
doing, good^ by supporting this belief; but I Tcnow on the contrary that they 
have done, and are doing, great Jtarm ; and I, therefore, stand forth in the 
hope of "laying" all the ghosts, and settling this long-disputed question 
for ever. 

ThebeHef in ghost, or apparition, is of course of very early date, originating 
in what are called the " dark ages," and dark indeed those ages were ! as a 
reference to the early history of the world will show ; and although we have 
in these days a large diSusion of the blessed light of intelligence, nevertheless 
there is still existing, even amongst civilized people, a fearfrd amount of 
ignorance upon the subject of Ghosts, Witchcraft, Fortune-teUing, and 
" Buling the Stars," besides a vast amount of this sort of imaginary and 
mischievous nonsense. Now it will be as well here to inquire what good 
has ever resulted from this belief in what is commonly understood to be a 
ghost ? None that I have ever heard of, and I have been familiar with all 
the popular ghost stories from boyhood, and have of late waded through 
almost aU the works produced in support of this spiritual visiting theory, 
but in 710 one instcmce have I discovered where any beneficial result has 
followed from the supernatural or rather unnatural supposed appearances ; 
whereas, on the other hand, we do find unfortunately a large and serious 
amount of suffering and injury arising from this belief in ghosts, and which 
I shall have occasion to refer to farther on ; but I will now proceed to bring 
forward some of the evidences which have been adduced from time to time, 
aU pretty much in the same style, in support of the probability and truth of 
the appearance of ghosts— firs^ in fiact, to call up the ghosts, in order that I 
may put them down. 

All the ghost story tellers, or writers upon this subject, seem to consider 
that one most important point in the appearance of apparitions is, that the 
ghost should be a most pejeupect and EXACT RESEMBLANCE, lu evert 
EESPEOT, to the deceased person — ^the spirit of whom they are supposed to 
be. Their faces appear the same, except in some cases where it is described 
as being rather paler than when they were alive, and the general expression 
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is described as '^ more in sorrow than in- anger^" but this varies in some 
instances according to circumstances ; but in all these appearances the coun- 
tenances are so precisely similar, so minutely so, that in one case mentioned 
by Mrs. Crowe in her "Night-side of Nature," the very "pock-pits" or 
"pock-marks" on the face were distmcUy visible. The narrators also all 
agree that the spirits appear in similar, or the same dresses which they 
were accustomed to wear during their lifetime (please to observe that this 
is very important), so exactly alike that the ghost-seer could not possibly 
be mistaken as tp the identity of the individual, in face^ figwr&t manner ^ and 
dress ; and on the same authority in some cases the same spirit has appeared 
at the same moment to different persons in different places, although perhaps 
15,000 miles apart, in precisely the same dress. 

In referring to the play of " Hamlet," it will be found that Shakespeare 
has been m^st particular in describing the general appearance of the Qhost 
of Hamlet's father, who was 

" Doomed for a certain time to walk by night." 

For instance, when Marcellus says to Horatio, 

"Is it not like the king?" 
Horatia replies—* 

" As thou art to thyself : 

Such was the very amwwr he had on, 

When he the ambitious Norway combated ; 

^ofrovyrCd he once, when, in angry parle, 

He smote the sledded Polack on the ice." 

Horatio also, in describing the Ghost to Hamlet, says — 

" A figure Hke your father. 
Armed at all points, exactly, cap-a-pd.** 

And, in ftirther explanation, it is stated that the Ghost was armed "from 
top to toe," "from head to foot," that "he wore his beaver up," with 
" a countenance more in sorrow than in anger," and was " very pale." Then, 
again, when Hamlet sees his father's spirit, he exclaims — 

" What may this mean. 
That thou, dead corse, again, in complete steely 
Bevisit'st thus the glimpses of the moon." 

So also in the play of " Macbeth," when the Ghost of Banquo rises, and 
takes a seat at the table, Macbeth says to the apparition — 

" Never shake 
Thy gory locks at me." 

And ftirther on he says— 

" Thou hast no speculation in those eyoa 
Which thou dost glare with !" . V 

Daniel de Foe also insists upon, and goes into the most minute details as to 
the person and dress of a Ghost 5 and iti a ^oTk^Vdsfc. V^ Y^iS;?;^'^^^ -^^^-^ 
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apparitions,* we may see how carefnl and circumstantial the author is in 
his descriptions of apparitions, whose appearance he vouches for in his 
peculiar narrative and matter-of-fact style. One of these ghost stories is 
of some robbers who broke into a mansion in the country, and whilst ran- 
sacking one of the chambers, they saw, sitting in a chair, " a grave, ancient 
man, with a long &ll-bottomed wig and a rich brocaded gown,'*^ etc. One 
of the robbers threatened to tear off his " rich brocaded gown ;'* another 
hit at him with a fuzee, and was instantly alarmed at finding it passed 
through air ; and then the old gentleman " changed into the most horrible 
monster that ever was seen, with eyes like two fiery daggers red hot." 
They then rushed into another room, and found the same " grave, ancient 
man" seated there ! and so also in another chamber ; and he was seen by 
different robbers in three different rooms at the same moment ! Just at this 
time the servants, who were at the top of the house, threw some " hand 
grenades" down the chinm'eys of these rooms. The result altogether was 
that some of the thieves were badly wounded, the others driven away, and 
the mansion saved from being plundered. What a capital thing it would be 
surely, if the police could attach some of these spirits to their force ! 

Another case, a clergyman (the Rev. Dr. Scot) was seated in his library, 
with the door closed^ when he suddenly saw " an ancient, grave gentleman, in 
a black velvet gown" — very particular, you observe, as to the material — " and 
a long wig." This ghost was an entire stranger to Dr. Scot, and came to 
ask the doctor to do him a favour — asking a favour under such circum- 
stances of course amounts to a command — which was to go to another part 
of the country, to a house where the ghost's son resided, and point out to 
the son the place where an important family document was deposited. 
Dr. Scot complied with this request, and the family property was secured 
to the son of the ghost in the " black velvet gown and the long wig." 

Now one naturally asks here, why did not this old ghost go and point 
the place out to his son himself ? And so also with the well-authenticated 
story of the ghost of Sir George Villars, who wanted to give a warning to 
his son, the Duke of Buckingham ; which warning, if properly delivered 
and properly acted upon, might have saved the duke*s life ; but instead of 
warning his son himself (take notice), he appeared to one of the duke's 
domestics, "m tlie very clothes he used to wear, ^^ and commissioned him to 
deliver the message. After all, this warning was of no use, so this ghost 
might have saved himself the trouble of coming; but spirits are indeed 
strange things, and of course act in strange ways. 

About the year 1700, a translation from a French book was brought out 
in London, entitled " Drelincourt on Death ;" and after it had been published 
for some time, Daniel Defoe, at the request of Mi*. Midwinter, the publisher, 
wrote a preface to the work, and therein introduced a short story about 
the ghost of a lady appearing to her friend. It was headed thus : — " A true 
Relation of the Apparition of Mrs. Veal, next day after her death, to one 

* " An Essaj on the History and Bealitj of Apparitions 5 being an account of what they 

are and what they are not, when they come and when they come not ; as also how we may 

distinguish between Apparitions of Gtood and Evil Spirits, and how we ought to behave to 

them; -ndtb a yariety of surprising and diyerting ezamplee nerer published before." 

London, 1727, 
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Mrs. Bargrave, at Canterbury, on the 8th of September, 1705 ; which 
Apparition recommends the perusal of Drelinconrt's book of Consolation 
against the Fears of Death. (Thirteenth edition.)" 

Mrs. Veal and Mrs. Bargrave, it appears, were intimate friends. One day 
at twelve o'clock at noon, when Mrs. B. was sitting alone, Mrs. Veal entered 
the room, dressed in a " riding habit,*' hat, etc., as if going a journey. Mrs. 
Bargrave advanced to welcome her friend, and was going to salute her, and 
their lips almost touched^ but Mrs. V. held back her head and passing her 
hand before her face, said, " I am not very well to-day ;" and avoided the 
salute. In the course of a long talk which they had, Mrs, Veal strongly 
recorrmtends IhreUncourfs Booh on Death to Mrs. Bargramey and occasionally 
" claps her ha/nd wp(m her Jcnee, m great earnestness,*^ Mrs. Veal had been 
subject to fits, and she asks if Mrs. Bargrave does not think she is ^' mightily 
impaired by her fits ?" Mrs. B.'s reply was, " No ! I think you look as well 
as ever I knew you;** and during the conversation she took hold of Mrs, VeaVs 
gown several timeSy and commended it. Mrs. V. told her it was a " scoured 
silk" and newly made up. Mrs. Veal at length took her departure, but 
stood at the street door some short time, in the face of the beast market ; 
this was Saturday the market-day. She then went from Mrs. B., who saw 
her walk in her view, till a turning interrupted the sight of her ; this was 
three quarters after one o'clock. Mrs, Veal had died that very day at noon ! ! ! 
at Dover, which is about twenty miles from Canterbury. 

Some surprise was expressed to Mrs. Bargrave, about the fact of her 
feelvng the gown, but she said she was quite sure that she felt the gown. It 
was a striped silk, and Mrs. Veal had never been seen in such a dress ; but 
such a one was found in her wardrobe after her decease. 

This story made a great sensation at the time it was published ; and 
** Drelincourt on Death," with the Preface and Defoe's tale, became exceed- 
ingly popular.* 

The absurdities and impossibilities of the foregoing narrative of this 
apparition of Mrs. Veal need not be pointed out ; but the story is introduced 
here for two reasons ; one of which will be explained ftirther on, and the 

* The introduction runs thus : — ^''This relation is a matter of fact, and attended with such 
circumstances as may induce any reasonable man to believe it. It was sent by a gentleman, 
a justice of peace, in Maidstone in Kent, and a very intelligent person, to his friend in 
London, as it is here worded ; which discourse is attested by a sober and understanding 
gentlewoman, a kinswoman of the said gentleman's, who lives at GANTBBBirBY within a few 
doors of the house in which the within-named Mrs. Bargrave lives ; who believes his kins- 
woman to be of so discerning a spirit as not to be put upon by fJEkUaoy^ and who positively 
assured him that the whole matter as related and laid down is really true ; and what she 
herself had in the same words (as near as may be) from Mrs. Bargrave's own mouth ; who 
she knows had no reason to invent and publish such a story ; or design to forge and tell a lie, 
being a woman of much honesty and virtue, and her whole life a course as it were of piety. 
The use which we ought to make of it is, that there is a life to come after this, and a just 
GOD, who will retribute to every one acoordiug to the deeds done in the body, and therefore 
to reflect upon our past course of life we have lead in the world — that our time is short and ' 
uncertain ; if we would escape the punishment of the ungodly and receive the reward of 
the righteous, which is the laying hold of eternal life, we ought for the time to come to 
turn to GOD, by a speedy repentance, ceasing to do evil and learning to do well, to seek 
after GOD early, if haply he may be found of us, and lead wxOa. ^^t%\at 'Oi^^^ateiafe ^A^saas^ 
be well pleaaing in Iob sight.'* 
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other is to show how the puhlic have been imposed upon ivith these short 
stories. 

It has all along been known to the literary world that this " trus 
Relation" was a fahehood^ and bronght forward under the following cir- 
cumstances : — 

Mr. Midwinter, who published the translation of " Drelincourt on Death," 
finding that the work did not sell, complained of this to Defoe, and asked him 
if he could not write some preface or introduction to the work for the purpose 
of calling the attention of the public to this rather uninviting subject. 
Defoe undertook to do so, and produced this story about the ghost of Mrs. 
Veal. The gullibility of the public was much greater at that time than now, 
and they would then swaUow anything in the shape of a ghost ; a great 
sensation was created, and the publisher's purpose was answered, as the 
work had an extraordinary sale ; but one cannot help expressing a very 
deep regret that the author of " Bobinson Crusoe" should have so degraded 
his talent, by thus deliberately foisting upon the public a gross and mis- 
chievous falsehood as a veritable truth ; and, worse than this, guilty of 
bringing in the most sacred names upon one of the most solemn subjects 
which the mind of man can contemplate, for the purpose of supporting and 
propagating a falsehood for a mercenary purpose. 

As the belief in ghosts has long been popular, and considered as an 
established fact, it may be quite allowable for an author to introduce a ghost 
into his romance ; and it may be argued that authors have thus been enabled 
" to point a moral*' as well as to " adorn a tale," by using this poetical license, 
or spiritual medium ; but in these cases the tales or poems were given out to 
the world as inventions of the author to amuse the public, or to convey a 
moral lesson, and were accepted by the public as such. 

We find in these foregoing examples that apparitions do appear sometimes 
to strangers, and sometimes in the dresses in which they had not been seen 
when alive ; but these dresses have been afterwards discovered or accounted 
for, and it has also been discovered who these strange spirits repre- 
sented. But it will be seen by the cases cited, and others which are to follow, 
that this EXACT appearance, this Vraisemhlcmce is essential, nay. Indispensable, 
in order that there shall be " no mistake ;" for should mistakes be made, it 
would, in some cases, be perhaps a very serious matter. I fiiUy assent to all 
this, and to show that I wish to do battle in all fairness, that it shall be a 
" fair fight and no favour," I am willing even to illustrate my opponents' 
statements in these particulars, and to do this I here introduce — don't start, 
reader ! not a ghost, but a figure of Napoleon the First, but without a head ; 
not that I mean to imply thereby that this military hero had no head, l^o, 
no ! quite the contrary, but I have omitted this head and the head of the 
ghost of Hamlet's father for an especial purpose, as will be explained ftirther 
on, when I shall have occasion to touch upon these heads again. But if this 
cut is held at a distance, by any one at aU familiar with the portraits or 
statues of " Napoleon le Grand" in this costume, they will at once recognize 
who the figure is intended to represent. 

Let us now turn to " The Night-side of Nature," and through the dismal 
gloom which surroundB these apparitions, call loo^ fiome more spirits, who, 
according to Mrs. Crowe, and, indeed, on t\i.e woi^ihoTvtej oi ^ o^kvsst 
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anthors who eappori the ghoat dochiae, " generallj come in their habits as 
they lived ;" and it appears that there is no difference in this respect between 
the beggar and the king, for they come 

" Some in rags, end some in ja^ and some in Silken gowns," 
At page 289 of this exceedii^ly olererly written bat most ghastly 
collection of ghost stories, it is related that the ghost of a beggar-man 
appeared at the kkm Hme in two different apartments (all in his diriy 
r&ge, of coarse), to a young man and a yonng woman who hod allowed 
this beggar to sleep in their master's bam (unbeknown to their master), 
where he died in the night, bat could not rest after his death until some 




money of his was foond by these young people, who had both suffered 
in their health in consequence of these visits of the beggar's ghost. They 
at length consulted and explained all this to a priest, who advised them 
to distribute the money they had found under the straw (where the beggar 
had slept and died) between three churches, which advice was accordingly 
acted upon, and this settled the business, for the dirty ringed ghost never 
troubled them again. 

In contrast to this we have the story of the ghost of a lady of title, who 
had been in her lifetime Princess Anna of Saxony. She came decked out 
in " silks and satins," gold lace, embroidery, and jewels, all so grand, and 
appeared to one of the descendants of her family, Duke Christian of Sbxb 
Eisenburg, requesting him to be so ^md aa to Vt^ wiA''' Toalta -i-w^" ""var- 
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tween her and her ghost husband, who, it seems, was a bad-tempered man, 
had quarrelled with her, and had died without being reconciled. 

Dnke Christian consented to do this. She had walked into the duke's 
presence, although all the doors were shut, and one day after their first 
interview she brought her husband to their relative in the same uncere- 
monious manner. Her ghost husband, who had been the Duke Gasimer, 
appeared dressed in his royal robes. They each told their story (these, you 
will observe were talkmg ghosts as well as stalJcmg ghosts). Duke Christian 
most gallantly decided in favour of the lady, and the ghost duke very 
properly acquiesced in the justice of the decision. Duke Christian then 
took the "icy cold hand " of the ghost-duke and placed it in the hand of the 
ghost- wife, whose hand felt of a " natural heat." It appears to be the opinion 
of the advocates of apparitions that naughty ghosts have cold hands. In this 
case the husband was the offending party, and was very naughty, and there- 
fore his hands were very cold. It seems strange that his hands should 
have been cold, for, being naughty, one would suppose he would come from 
the same place that Hamlet's father did ; and from what he said we should 
conclude that there was a roaring fire there, where the duke might have 
warmed his cold hands. It farther appears that these parties all ^^jpranjed and 
sung together !" after which the now happy ghosts disappeared soms cere- 
moms, without troubling the servants to open the doors, or allowing Duke 
Christian to " show them out." One remarkable fact in connection with 
this story is, that, upon referring to the portraits of these ghosts which hung 
in the castle, was, that they had appeared in exactly the same dresses which 
they had on, when these portraits were painted — one hundred years before 
this time. 

Duke Christian died two years after the ghosts' visits, and by his own 
orders was buried in " quicklime," to prevent, it is supposed, his ghost from 
walking the earth ! He must indeed have been a poor ignorant creature, 
although a duke, to suppose that " quicklime," or " slow lime," or any other 
kind of lime, or anything else that would destroy the hod/y, could make any 
difference with respect to the appearance of the 8]pirit, 

The next case, then, is of the ghost of a soldier's wife, who appeared to a 

" Corporal Q " who was lying ill in bed, and also to a comrade who was 

an invalid lying in the next bed. This was in the night, but the cor- 
poral could see that she was dressed in a " flannel gown, edged with a black 
ribbon," exactly like the grave-clothes which he had helped to put on her 
twelve months before. It appears, however, that he could see through her, 
flan/nel gown and all. This female ghost came to the bed-side of the sick man 
to ask him to write to her husband, who was in Ireland, to communicate 
something to him which was to be kept a " profound secret." 

This is certainly a strange story, but is it not still more strange that this 
ghost did not go to her husband and tell him the important secret herself, 
instead of trusting a stranger to do so ? It wiU be observed that there are 
different classes of ghosts, as there are of living people — the princely, the 
aristocratic, the genteel, and the common. The vulgar classes delight to 
haunt in graveyards, dreary lanes, ruins, and all sorts of dirty dark holes 
and comers, and in cellars. Yes, dark cellars seem to be a favourite abode 
->/ ihese common ^hpjsts. This fact raises the question whether the lower 
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class of spirits are obliged to keep (o the lotosr parts of the houae — to the 
" lower regions " — and are not allowed to go into the parlours or the drawing- 
rooms, and not allowed to TniT with the higher order of ghosts ! Can this 
be A law or regulation amongst tiie ghosts P If so, is it not most extraordi- 
nary that these spirits should not be allowed to choose their own place of 
residence, and take to the most comfortable apartments, instead of grovelUiig 
amongst the rats and ntice, the sings, the crickets, and the blackbeetles P 
'Tis strange, 'tis passing strange ; but bo it appears to be. By the by, some few 
of these poor spirits of the hnmble class of ghosts do sometimes, it appears, 
monnt up to the bed-rooms, in the hope, I suppose, of getting occasionally 
now and then a " comfortable lodging " and a " good night's rest." 

At page 310 of this same work we have an account of ahannted cellar in a 




gentleman's honse, out of town, in which were heard " loud knockings," " a 
voice crying," "heavy feet walking," etc. The old bntler, with his" acolytes," 
d^cended to the cellar (wine cellar) armed with sword, blunderbuss, and 
other offensive weapcms, bnt the ghosts put them all to flight, and they 
" turned tail " in a fright. Tes, they all ran up-stairs again, followed by the 
" sound of feet" and " a, visihh gliadow .'" This, of course, is e. fact; and it ao 
happens that I know another /aci abont a haunted wine-cellar, which, how- 
ever, had qnite a different result to the foregoing. 

In a wine-cellar of a gentleman's house, somewhere near Blackheath, it 
was found that strange noises were sometimes heard in the evenings and in 
the night time, in this "wine vault," similar to those described above, such 
as knocking, groaning, footsteps, etc., so that the servants were afraid to go into 
the cellar, particularly at a late hour. The nut&tei «A, \«ii^!Q. isHjensiava*!. Ha 
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'Hay" tilis ghost, if possible, and one evening when these noises had been 
heard, arming himself with a sword, and the servants with a fowling-piece 
and a poker, they cantionsly descended into the cellar (with lighted candles, 
of course). Nothing was to be seen there, and all was quiet except a strange, 
smothered kind of sound, like the hard breathing of an animal, something 
like snoring, that seemed to proceed out of the earth in one of the dark 
comers of the vault, when, lo and behold ! in turning their lights in the 
direction from which the sounds came, and advancing carefrdly, they dis- 
covered — what do you think ? Don't be alarmed. Why, the ghost lying on 
the ground, dead — drunk ! Tes, the ghost had laid himself, not with " Bell, 
Book, and Candle," but by swallowing the spirit of alcohol, the spirit of 
wine, beer, and brandy. Most disgraceful ; in fact, this ghost had taken a 
" drop too mtichJ^ 

Upon looking a little closer, they found that this ghost was one Tom 
Brown, an under-gardener ; and it was discovered that he had tunnelled a 
hole from the " tool-house" through the wall into the cellar. This spirit was 
so over-charged with spirU^ that he was unable to walk, so was dootned to be 
carried in a dart to the *^ cage;" and all the people liviag l*ound about came 
next morning to look at the ghost that had been haunting Ihe squired wine 
cellar. Oh ! what SifoHmie it would be to an/ Olie who coul<i catch 9k gkost 
— a real, right down, ^^'amest" gliost, and put him in a ea^ to show liitn 
round the country ! I wish I had one^* tb Vould cost little M^ hothing to 
keep such a thing ; only the lodging, as he #ould tl^doHl Iieit)i1»t Iboci, Sre, 
clothing, nor washing 1 

At page 118, we find an account of an appari^M i|^dlji^^ ln ft gfmtle&yi, 
who was staying at a friend's house at SamAdi iak HertftsfAlttii)^ liid WHs 
awoke in the middle of the m((/tA by ^ pmitMH tn lis NHJk, iM^ tdl^ilg up, 
saw, by the light that was bnriiihg til the fivt^Mft^l, a <* W%ll-d!Mseii g^ntte- 
maii,'^ ilk li " hlue coat and bright gilt buttons,'Vmi^lg on llie fodi of iitd tbed, 
wi^ibM a head! It a|))ears thiat this wa« repo)^ to be tbn gbort t)f ik^r 
gentl^iftte tjti tilkt neighboul^iood who had bMl HitedeHdi iUid whose Btobd 
had been cut ofiP! and nonld thei^iEbfe only be f^tsC^fllkld hy his " Uue coat 
and bright gilt buttoal.^^ 

Under any feal circumstance this would indeed be too horribte and too 
serious a subject to turn into ridicule ; but in this case, such an evident false- 
hood, it is surely allowable to " lay" such a ghost as this, such a senseless ghost, 
in any possible way ; in fact, to laugh such a ghost out of countenance — 

I, therefore, with my rod of double H. blacklead, 
Hold up to scorn this well-dressed ghost without a head. 

• 

Any one looking at this figure will clearly see that he does not belong to 
this world, and has therefore no business here ; for, although there may be 
some persons in this world who, perhaps, go about with a very small allowance 
of hrai/n, yet every body here must have some sort of a head upon his shoulders, 

* Some few years back, a ghost was said to have been seen frequently in the neighbour- 
hood of some Itoman Catholic institution near Leicester, and upon one occasion had nearly 
frightened a young woman to death. I was staying with a friend at Leicester at the time, 
and offered £100 reward to any one who would show me the ghost, as I wanted very much 
to make a sketch of it, but I oould not get a sight of it iox \ov© hot moiie^. 
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no taatter how handsome, or queer-looking it may be. Wow I am sorry to 
bo mde to any " -well-dreHBed gentleman," or, indeed, i^ any lody or aovl ; but 
^ it appears (from the Btoiy) that this ghost had really no real hisineas upon 
earth, what " on earth " does he come here for ? Why, for no other object, 
it appears, bnt to "show himself off;" ao, in my opinion, the sooner he "walks 
off" the better. By the by, perhaps we ought not to be too severe upon the 
poor fellow, for, npon consideration, he is placed in rather an awkward 
position, aa his head may be on the look ont for the "body, and know where it 
is, bnt havitig no lege it cannot get to the body. On the other hand, althongh 
the hoSy has legs and could walk to the head, yet, having no eyes, cannot see 
where the Iwad ia ; so some excuse may be made npon this head, particolarly 
if he is not a talhmg ghoat. 




There ia a story, somewhere in the Roman Catholic chronicles, of a 
martyr, who, after being beheaded, picked up his head, and walked away 
with it under his arm ; but onr ghoat here, in the " bine coat and bright gilt 
buttona," is not allowed to do this sort of thing, and the question naturally 
arises, what has become of^ or where ia the spirit of this unfortunate 
gentleman's liead ? Can the believers in ghosts teU us that ? and surely we 
ahall all feel obliged if they can inform na whether the apparitiona of all 
decapitated persons appea/r wiihmtt their heads ; and, if not, what becomea of 
their heads P foid, further, whether the mutilation of the body can in any way 
affect the spirit — the soul ? 

I sh^ not in this case " pause for a reply," because 1 know I shall have 
a very long time to wait for an answer; but in-^TOiK«^ii^W*OTSQ%'wi'fiQs.'\i!^i^ 
of day some more hate aboat gboste from ftia AofrU sA© ci^-fi!&-«t'a,"V'^'«^'*'~^ 
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some inqnisitive spirit was irresistibly compelling me to put questions as I 
go on writing ; and therefore, under these circumstances, present my com- 
pliments to those pe]%ons who know about ghosts, and the various authors 
who support this belief, and I shall feel greatly obliged if they will answer 
my queries at their earliest convenience. — ^N.B. Shall be glad to hear the 
replies from the ghosts themselves, provided they pay the postage. 

In the first place, then, from the authority quoted above, it appears that a 
widow lady had, strange to say, married a second time ! and that the ghost 
of her first husband paid her " constant visits." Query, What did the ghost 
come for, and was the second husband at all jealous of his coming ? With 
respect to a celebrated actor, who had married a second wife, we find that the 
apparition of his first wife appeared to him, and which appearance unfortunately 
threw him into a fit, and at the same moment this ghost appeared to the 
second wife, although they were several hundred miles apart at the time. I 
can understand why the ghost of his first wife came to visit him who once 
was hers, that is, because he was such a great actor, and such a good fellow ; 
but why did it appear to the second wife ? and how is it that the same spirit 
can appear in several places at the same mstant ? I should like to know that. 
At page 274 we find a dog frightened at the ghost of a soldier ! But this is not 
the only "unlucky dog" that has been terrified by apparitions; several 
instances are given in dififerent works. Query, How do the " poor dogs " 
know a ghost is a ghost when they see one, particularly as they appear in the 
same dresses which they had on when " in the flesh ;" and even, suppose they 
know that they are in the presence of a ghost, what makes them " turn tail ?" 
Yes, why should a cfo^, especially if he is a spirited dog, do so ? for almost in 
the same page we are told of a horse who recognized his old master, who 
appeared in the same dress he wore when alive, a " sky-blue coat." This 
horse did not " turn tail." No ! but followed the phantom of his dear old 
master, who was walking about the farm, and no doubt wanted to give him 
a ride. Query, If a horse is not frightened at a ghost, why should dogs be 
frightened at the sight of them ? And also, if a goose would be frightened if 
it saw a ghost ? Asses, we know, are sometimes frightened at nothing, and 
as a ghost is " next to nothing," they must of course be frightened at ghosts. 
At page 459 we are told of the ghost of a " horse and cart," and also of the 
" ghosts of sheep." If this be so, doubtless there must likewise be the 
ghosts of dogs (what " droll dogs " they must be), also of puppies, and asses. 

What an interesting subject of inquiry is this for the zoologist ! 

We find, as we dive into the dark mysteries of apparitions, that there 
are ghosts of all sorts and sizes, and that there are even lame ghosts, as is 
proved by the following true tale of the apparition of an ofl&cer in India, 
as related by several of his brother officers, whbse words dare not be 

doubted : — One Major R , who was presumed to be of about fifty or 

sixty years of age, was with some young officers, proceeding up a river 
in a barge ; and as they came to a considerable bend in the river, the 
major and the other officers went ashore, in order to cross the neck of 
land, taking their fowling-pieces and powder and shot with them, in the 
hopes of meeting some game ; and they also took somethiag to refresh 
themselves on the road. At one part of their journey they took their 
*ti£Bng/' and after tbia they had to jump acrosa a ^ifecjo-, ^^^ ^^ ^wm^ 
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officers cleared, bnt the major "jumped skort." He told his companioiis to 
lUHxch on, and be would follow after he had dried and pnt himself a little 
ill marching order. Tbey saw him lay down his fowling-piece and his hat, 
and they moved on. After touching some time, they camo in sight of the 
barge, and were wondering why the major did not follow, when, on a sndden, 
they were snrprised to see hi tn (the major) at some distance from them 
making towards the barge, " without his hat or gun," limping hastily along 
in his top boott, and he did not appear to obserre them. When they arrived 
at the barge, he was not there. Tbey returned to the Bp«t where they bad 
lefb him, and found bis hat and his fowling-piece, and with the assistance of 
some natives tbey discovered the body of the major in a pit dug for trapping 
wild animals ! 

I defer asking any questions upon the foregoing for the present, for a 
reason, but as the next case related is that of the ghost of a young man who 
had been drowned, and tbe 'poor old mother saw her son " driving with 
water," we may surely inqnire here if there is or can be such a wonderfitl 
sight as an apparition of "dripping water!" or ghosts of tears! for we 
find at page 3S7 an account of a weeping ghost, who let bis tears fall on the 
face of a female, who " ofien feU the tears on her cheek, icy cold, but bum 
afterwairds, and leave a blue mark !" And on the same anthority we find that 
there is the ghost of diet, for the ghost of the old beggar-man was " dirty," 
And then if the ghost of a chimney-sweep were to 
appear — and why not tbe spirit of a sweep as well as 
anybody else ? But if ho came, he Ttmai also appear 
" in bis habits as be lived." In that case there mnst 
be tbe ghost of eoot ! Thus there are not only the 
apparitions otfiaids, and dust and dirt, but also of hard 
substances, as in the case of a ghost who was seen in a 
garden with the ghost of a " spade in bis hand !" 

And not only have we, then, ghosts of all these 
matters, but also a ghost of the " rustling of silk," 
"creaking of shoes" and "sounds of footsteps," many 
instances of which will be found in "Footfalls on 

THE BOUNDART OF ilNOTHBK WOBLD," by EOSEET DaLE -. 

Owen, a work most elaborately compiled, and s 

cerely do I vrish that such talent and such research ■ 

had been engaged and directed to illustrate and assist ' 

with light, instead of darkness, the present progressive 

state of society, instead of striving aud endeavouring, 

as it does, to drive us back into the " outer darkness" 

of the ignorance of the " dark ages," to endeavour to support and to bring 

back the mind of man to a belief in tbe visits of ghosts, of necromancy, 

bewitching, and all the " black arts ;" all of which it was hoped, in the 

progress of time, would ultimately be swept away from tbe face of the earth, 

by pure and sound Christian religion, education and science, all of which go 

clearly to prove that " black arts" are matters contrary to tbe natural laws 

of the creation and the laws of God. 

In one of the tales brought forward by this aatboc ia wn.wicwa&tA'itift 
haunting of an old manor-bouae neai Iieigb, m 'S.«ti.^, (Ni&%i.'B.si!B&Mt^-'<hisstw. 
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there was heard *' knockmgs and sounds of footsteps," more especially voices 
which conld not be accounted for, nsnally in an unoccupied room ; " some- 
times as if talking in a loud tone, sometimes as if reading aloud, occasionally 
screaming." The servants never saw anything, but the cook told her 
• mistress that on one occasion, in broad daylight, hearing the rusblmg of a 
dlk d/ress behind her, and which seemed to touch her, she turned suddenly 
round, supposing ifc to be her mistress, but to her great surprise and terror 
could not see anybody. 

Mr. Owen is so thoroughly master of this spirit subject that he must be 
able to tell us all about this " rustling" of the " silk dresses" of ghosts, and 
surely every one will be curious to learn the secret of such a curious fact. 

The lady of the house, a Mrs. R , drove over one day to the railway 

station at Tunbridge to fetch a young lady jfriend who was coming to stay 

with her for some weeks. This was a Miss S , who " had been in the 

habit of seeing apparitions from early childhgod," and when, upon their 

return, they drove up to the entrance of the manor-house. Miss S 

perceived on the threshold the appearance of two figures, apparently an 
elderly couple, habited m the coatnmie of the time of Queen Anne. They appeared 
as if standing on the ground. Miss S saw the same apparition several 

times after this, and held conversations with them, and they told her that 
they were husband and wife, and that their name was ^' Children ;** and she 

informed the lady of the house, Mrs. R , of what she had seen and heard ; 

and as Tl/fxi^ IS^ was dressing hurriedly one day for dinner, " and not drea/m^ 

ing of aEigf^i%g spiritual, as she hastily turned to leave her bed-chamber, there, 

in the flfaioiriray, stood the same female figure Miss S had described ! 

identijQiil ^ n^ypearance and costume — even to the old ' point-lace ' on her 
* brocfdeS a^ dress ' — while beside her, on the left, but less distinctly 
visible^ waia the figure of the old squire, her husband ; they uttered no souad, 
but aliff 9 %^ figure of the lady, as if written in phosphoric light in the 
dusk |^b|Em|pi|i«rQ! that surrounded her, were the words, ' Dame Children,* 
togeiA^Uff/iXk sottae other words intimating that having never aspired beyond 
the jjsm jQKil sontows of this world, she had remained ' earth hound J These 

last, homww^y Mrs. R scarcely paused to decipher, as her brother (who 

was Yegpy |ki^)gry) called out to know if they were * going to have any 
dinner if^ jh^^ ? ' " There was no time for hesitation ; ^' she closed her eyes, 
rushed Ij^aiagi^h the apparition and into the dining-room, throwing up her 

hands, tmili cRsrfaiming to Miss S , ' Oh, my dear, I've walked through 

Mrs. CWlfjwwr" Only think of that, "gentle reader!" Only think of 

Mrs. R- walking ri^hf through "Dame Children" — "old point-lace, 

brocaded silk dress," and all— and as old " Squire Children" was standing 

by the side of his " dame," Mrs. R must either have upset the old 

ghost or have walked through him also. 

Although this story looks very much like as if it were intended as an 
additional chapter to "Joe Miller's Jest-book," the reader will please to 
observe that Mr. Owen does not relate this as a joke, but, on the contrary, 
expects that it will be received as a solemn serious fact ; there was a cause for 
the haunting of this old manor-house, with the talking, screaming, and rustling 
of silk, and the appearance of the old-fieishioned ghosfcs ; there was a secret 
whicli these ghosts wished to impart^ to the persons in the house at that 
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time, and if the gentleman reader will brace up his nerves, and the lady 
reader will get her "smelling-bottle" ready, 1*11 let them into the secret. 
Now, pray, dear madam, don't be terrified \ Sqnire Children had formerly 
been proprietor of the mansion, and he and his " dame " had taken great 
delight and interest in the honse — when aliye — and they were very sorry to 
find that the property had gone out of the family, and he and his dame had 

come on purpose to let Mrs. B and her friend know aU this ! There 

now, there's a secret for you — ^what do you think of that ? 

In the year 1864, a baron (of the rather fanny name of G^Zdenstubb^) 
was residing alone in apartments in the !Rue St. Lazare, Paris, and one night 
there appeared to him in his bed-room the ghost of a stout old gentleman. 
It seems that he saw a column of "light grayish vapour," or sort of "bluish 
light," out of which there gradually grew into sight, within it, the figure of 
a " tall, portly old man, with a fresh colour, blue eyes,* snow white hair, 
thin "^hite whiskers, but without beard or moustache, and dressed with care. 
He seemed to wear a white cravat and long white waistcoat, high stiff shirt 
ooUar, and long black frock coat thrown back from his chest as is wont of 
corpulent people like him in hot weather. He appeared to lean on a heavy 
white cane,*' After the baron had seen this portly ghost, he went to bed 
and to sleep, and in a dream the same figure appeared to him again, and he 
thought he heard it say, " Hitherto you have not believed in the reality of 
apparitions, considering them only as the recaUings of memory ; now, since 
you have seen a sircmger^ you cannot consider it the reproduction of former 
ideas." 

Every one will acknowledge that this was exceedingly kind on the part 
of the ghost, as he had no doubt to come a long way for the express purpose 
of setting the baron's mind right upon this point ; and had also come from 
a very warm place, as his frock coat "was thrown from his chest, as is wont 
with corpulent people in hot weather." 

This poHte, good-natured, " blue "-eyed apparition, who was " dressed 
with care," had been the proprietor of the maison — a Monsieur Caron — 
who had dropped down in an apoplectic fit ; and, oh, horror of horrors, had 
actually " died in the very bed now occupied by the baron !" 

When the daughter heard of the ghost of her papa, appearing thus upon 
one or two occasions, " she caused masses to be said for the sotd of her &kther,"^ 
and it is " alleged that the apparition has not been seen in any of the apart- 
ments since ;" or, to use a vulgarism, we might say here, that this ghost had 
" cut his stick." 

Mr. Robert Dale Owen had this narrative from the baron himself in 
Paris, on the 11th of May, 1859, and he is of opinion that this " story 
derives much of its value frx)m the cahn and dispassionate manner in which 
the witness appears to have observed the succession of phenomena, and the 
exact details which, in consequence, he has been enabled to frimish. It is 
remarkable also, as well for the electrical influences which preceded the 
appearance, as on account of the correspondence between the apparition to 
the baron in his waking state, and that subsequently seen in his dream ; the 
first cognizable by one sense only — that of sight — the second appealing 

* The baron must have h»dyood eyes to hare seen the precise colour of the ghost's eyes 
under such circumstances. 
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(though in vision of the sight only) to the hearing also. The coincidences 
as to personal peculiarities and details of dress are too numerous and minutely 
exacts to be fortuitous, let us adopt what theory we may." 

As this baron is no doubt a most respectable and well-conducted gentle- 
man, in every respect, I will not say — 

That Monsieur the Baron de Guldenstubbe 
Had taken too much out of a bottle or tub, 

but this I will say, that his account seems to be nothing more or less than a 
• very exact description of some " dissolving view " trick played off upon the 
baron and others by some clever French neighbour ; and as to his dream, it 
is surely hardly worth while to notice such nonsense, as dreams are now well 
understood to be only the imperfect operations of the organs of thought, in a 
semi-dormant state, '^ half asleep and half awake," and are the effect some- 
times of agreeable sensations or painful emotions, during the waking hours, 
and may be produced to any disagreeable amount by eating a very hearty 
supper of underdone " pork pies," and going to sleep on the back instead of 
reclining on the side. We cannot dream of anything of which we have not 
seen or had something of a similar kind before, nor can we form either 
awake or in a dream any form whatever — animate or inanimate, which does 
not partake or form some part of nature's general objects ; and in fact we 
cannot w/vent an animal form without combining the parts of existing animals 
either of man or beast. I trust that this fact will be a sufficient answer 
for Monsieur Caron. And then, as to the "laying" of this ghost, it does 
seem to me to be extraordinary, that any person possessed of conmion under- 
standing in these days, let their religion be what it may, should believe that 
the Almighty God would not let a departed spirit rest, until " masses " had 
been said for the soul of such person ; until some money had been joaid to a 
priest to mumble over a few set forms of prayer. JPaid for prayers — sprayers 
at a certain market price! Then, as to the *' white cravat," "white 
waistcoat," "high stiff shirt collar," and " black frock coat," and more par- 
ticularly the "heavy white cane," is it to be junderstood that these said 
" masses " put all these materials to rest, as well as the soul or spirit of the 
body ? If not, where did they go to ? Had they,to return to purgatory by 
themselves — ^had the heavy white walking-stick to walk off without its 
owner ? 

In the frame of mind in which this story is written, it is not at all sur- 
prising that the author should have taken so much trouble to put these facts 
together, and that he should evidently be altogether so satisfied with the 
conclusion which he arrives at. But ghost stories, like many other matters, 
where a foundation is once laid and established in falsehood or nonsense, 
such builders may go on, adding any amount of the same materials, upon this 
false basis. They may go on, working in the dark — piling up one story upon 
another, until the structure assumes the appearance in the dusk of a weU- 
established and substantial edifice, spid looking as if it would stand firm for 
ever ; but undermine this appar^Bntly stronghold, with that which is always 
considered as a great lore, when used in working under the foundations of 
JoB^-established error or prejudice, namely. Truth, guided by true Religion, 
and when tbna armed and prepared, " spring tiie mina" mth a good " blow- 
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up " of COMMON SEHSB, to let in the light of Heaven and ChriBtian civilized 
intelligence, and the whole maas of ignorance and saperstition is Mown and 
scattered to the wlads, "like the baseless fabric of a vision." 

It may be BB,id that the truth of this ghost story rests mainly on a ttick — 
leans upon a " heavy white cane." Take away the cajie and down conies 
the ghost ! " white waistcoat," " high stiff shirt collar," " black coat," " blue 
eyes," and all ! 

The author of " Footfella on the Boundary of another "World " is evidently 
a religions man, and had he but thought as deeply upon theee matters as I 
have done, I am sure he would never have been guilty of the impiety of 
bringing forward Buch queetions as to the spirituality of waDdng-aticks. 
But I am well pleased that this " heavy white cane " has been introduced 
here, because it affords me a handle to cane or to knock down and drive 
away entirely these hideous and unnatural myths ; and also because it enables 
me to stiak to the text, and to introduce here to the public an old friend, as 
another illustration bearing upon the stick question. This is the apparition 
of one Tom Straitshank, drawn, as you will see, by your humble servant. 




This was a jolly bold daring spirit, and was seen when on hoard the 
Vidwy at the battle of Trafelgar to emerge, like Monsieur Caron, out of some 
light bluish vapour, very much like the smoke of gunpowder ; and in that 
battle it appears, like one of tie heroes in " Chevy Chase," his " legs were 
smitten ofT!" but, unlike that warrior, he found that he could not fight 
"upon his stumps," so he had a pair of wooden legs made, and having 
bought two stout walking-sticks, was thus enabled to hobble about on his 
" timber toes," He almost always appeared in vwiqiia 5i£«s^svi. ■^vrf»* -A 
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" Greenwicli Hospital," and very often Bnrrounded by, and sometimea 
emerging from, a vapour very like the smoke of tobacco. I feel here that I 
ought to have given Tom his pipe, but the drawing of this tar was done 
many years since, and until I read Mrs. Crowe's book lately, I was not 
aware that ghosts smoked their pipes, but it actually appears that they do 
smoke, for at page 210 of " The Night-side of Nature," a ghost is introduced 
with a " short pipe," and it was found out that the reason of his " walking 
by night " was, that he owed " a small debt for tobacco /" 

And when this little bacca-bill was paid, 

This ghost, with his little bacca-pipe, was " laid ;" 

and we may suppose the spirit laid down his pipe. This ghost of a tobacco- 
pipe raises the question of what these spiritual pipes are made — of what clay, 
or if the Meer Schum are only mere shams; what sort of tobacco-leaves 
their cigars are made of, and if there are any spiritual "cabbage-leaves" 
mixed up with them. 

Tes, we'd just like to know, what weed 'tis they bums, 
Whether " Shortcut," " Shag," "Bird's eye," or "Returns." 

As the gents here, light their pipes and cigars with a kind of Inidfer 
match, we may be pretty sure that tiiey wUl continue to do so elsewhere ; 
but one would like to know also if ghosts chaw tobacco, if they take a quid 
of "pig-tail," and if the smokerU llSo spittoons — faugh ! — and farther, as 
ghosts do smoke, if they take a piiich df snuJOT, if there is such a thing as 
spiritual snuiBT, if there be such thtngtf fti tho spirit of " Irish blaguard " 
and " Scotch rappee ?" 

Some of these " sensatiorh ** S^lodi^maiii or rather farces, might vie in 

the number of nights in which ik& performances took place, with some of 

the "sensation" or popular theatl*ical pieces of the present day. Here is 

one entitled, " The Drummei? ©f Tedwol^th" (what a capital heading for a 

" play bill !"), in which the ghdSt Oi* gfll spiiHit ^ a drummer, or the ghost 

of a drum (for it does not Ap^SAi^ de6J»ly which ©f the two it was), performed 

the principal part in this di^amftj with slighi intervals, for ^^two entire 

yearsJ'^ 

Oh t thid drufiimerj oh ! this drummer, 

1*11 t§ll yotl what he usfed to do, 

He used to beat upoli his drum. 

The " Old Genthman^s tattoo." 

The "plot " runs thus : — In March, 1661, Mr. Mompesson, a magistrate, 
caused a vagrant drummer to be arrested, who had been annoying the 
country by noisy demands for charity, and had ordered his drum, " oh that 
drum !" to be taken from him and left in the bailiff's hands. About the 
middle of April following (that is in 1661), when Mr. Mompesson was pre- 
paring for a journey to London, the bailiff sent the drum to his house. 
Upon his return home he was informed that noises had been hea/rd, and then 
he heard the noises himself, which were a " thumping amd drumming" accom- 
panied by "a strange noise and hollow sound." The sign of it when it 
came, was like a hurling in the to*, over the house, and at its going off, thie 
beating of a drum, Uke that at the " breaking up oi a goax^" 
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" After a month's disturbance outside the house (' which was most of it 
of board') it came into the room where the drum Imj^ " For an hour together 
it would beat ' Roundheads and cockolds,' the ' tattoo,' and several other 
points of war, as well as any drummer." Upon one occasion, " when many 
were present, a gentleman said, * Satan, if the drummer set thee to work, give 
three knocks,' which it did very distinctly and no more." And for further trial, 
he bid it for confirmation, if it were the drummer, to give>e knocks and no 
more that night, which it did, and left the house quiet aU the night after." 

All this seems very strange, about this drummer and his drum, 

But for myself, I really think this drumming ghost was " all a hum." 

But strange as it certainly was, is it not still more strange, that educated 
gentlemen,. and even clergymen, as in this case also, should believe that the 
Almighty would suffer an evil spirit to disturb and affright a whole innocent 
fejnily, because the head of that family had, in his capacity as magistrate, 
thought it his duty to take away a drum^ from no doubt a drunken drummer, 
who by his noisy conduct had become a nuisance and an annoyance to the 
neighbourhood ? 

The next case of supposed spiritual antics was not the drumming of a 
drum, but a tune upon a warming-pan, the " clatter " of " a warming-pan," 
and a vast variety of other ea/rthh/ sounds, which it was proved to have been 
heard at the Rev. Samuel Wesley's, who was the father of the celebrated 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, at a place called Epworth, in 
Lincolnshire. These sounds consisted of " knockings," and " groanings," of 
" footsteps," and " rustling of silk trailing along" (the " rustliug of silk " 
seems to be a favourite air with the ghosts), " clattering " of the " inrmi case- 
ment" and " clatten/ng " of the " warmi/ng-pan,'* and then as if a " vessel full 
of silver was poured upon Mrs. Wesley's breast and ran jingling down to 
her feet ;" and all sorts of frightftil noises, not only enough to " frighten 
anybody," but which frightened even a big dog ! — a large mastiff, who used 
at first, when he heard the noises, " to bark and leap and snap on one side 
and the other, and that frequently before any person in the room heard the 
noises at all ; but after two or three days, he used to tremble and creep 
away before the noise began. And by this, the family knew it was at hand j 
nor did the observation ever fail." Poor bow woo ! what cruel ghosts to be 
sure, to go and frighten a poor dog in this way. 

Mrs. Wesley at one time thought it was " rafe, and sent for a horn to 
blow them away ;" but- blowing the horn did not blow the ghosts away. 
No ; for at first it only came at night, but after the horn was blown it came 
in the daytime as well. 

There were many opinions offered as to the cause of these disturbances, 
by different persons at different times. Dr. Coleridge " considered it to be a 
contagious nervous disease, the acme or intensest form of which is cata- 
lepsy." Mr. Owen here asks if the mastiff was cataleptic also ? It is rather 
curious that a cat is mentioned in this narrative. Now supposing the dog 
could not have been cataleptic, the cat might perhaps have been so. 

Some of the Wesley family believed it to be supernatural hauntings, and 
give the following reason for it : — ^It appears \3a3Bfc ^\» TDLwraav^ «eA. ^s^<«ks£s% 
family prayers, " vfeen the Rcv. Samud.^es\fey, V\it^ ^"aKJtifet.^o^m^^^ 
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prayer for the king, a knocking began all round tlie room, and a thundering 
knock attended the Amen,^^ Mr. Wesley observed that his wife did not say 
am&n to the prayer for the king. She said she could not, for she did not 
believe that the Prince of Orange was king. Mr. Wesley vowed he could 
not live with her until she did. He took his horse and rode away, and she 
heard nothing of him for a twelvemonth. He then came back and lived 
with her, as before, and although he did so, they add, that they fear this 
vow was not forgotten before God. 

If any religious persons were asked whether they thought that any law, 
natural or divine, could be suspended or set aside without the permission or 
sanction of the Creator, their answer would be, nay, must be, certaMy not. 
Tes, this would be their answer. Then is it not extraordinary that the 
members of this pious clergyman's family, and from whence sprang the 
founder of such a large and respectable religious sect, should have such a 
mean idea of the Supreme Being, as to suppose that He would allow the 
regular laws of the universe to be suspended or set aside, and whole families 
(including unoffending innocent children) to be disturbed, terrified, and some- 
times seriously injured, for such contemptible, ridiculous, and senseless reasons, 
or purposes, such as those assigned in the various cases already alluded to. 
It is indeed to me surprising that any one possessing an atom of sound Chris- 
tian religion, can suppose and maintain for one moment that these silly, sup- 
posed supernatural sounds and appearances can be, as they say, " of God." 

We may defy the supporters of this apparition doctrine to bring forward 
one circumstance in connection with these ghosts, which corresponds in any 
way with the real character of the Creator, where any real benefit has been 
known to result from such sounds and such appearances — none, none, none ; 
whereas we know that there has been a large amount of human suffering, 
illness, folly, and mischief, and in former times, we know, to a large and 
serious extent, but even now, in this " age of intellect," when we come 
to investigate the causes of some of the most painfal diseases amongst 
children and young persons, particularly young females, we find, on the 
authority of the first medical men, that they are occasioned by being 
frightened by mischievous, thoughtless, or cruel persons, mainly in conse- 
quence of being taught m their childhood to believe in ghosts. I know a young 
lady who, when a child, was placed in a dark closet by her nurse, and so 
terrified in this way that the poor little girl lost her speech, and has been 
dumb ever since. Dr. Elliotson, in one of his reports of the Mesmeric 
Hospital, cites several most distressing and painful cases of ** chorea," or 
St. Vitus's dance, and dreadfcd fits, brought on through fright; and 
Dr. Wood, physician to St. Luke's Hospital (for lunatics), assures me that 
many cases of insanity are produced by terror from these causes ; but even 
supposing that there are not very many cases of positive insanity brought 
on in this way, still the unnatural excitement thus acting on the brain, or 
the mind dwelling upon such matters, must have an unhealthy tendency". 

If all rational and religious persons will give this subject the attention 

which it demands, they will, I feel confident, see, that this belief in ghosts 

should not only be discountenanced, but put an end to altogether, if 

possible, as such notions not only have an injurious effect upon the health 

aj2d comfort of many persons, particularly tlioae o^ tetid^x ^.^<e^ but it 
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also debases the proper ideas which man ought to have of the Creatoe ; 
and not only so, but it also interferes] with] and] trenches upon that mys- 
terious and sacred question, tJie vmmortality of the soul; that it disturbs 
that belief wliich, with a firm trust and reliance upon the goodness and 
mercy of God, is the only consolation the aflBlicted mind can have, when 
mourning for the loss of those they have loved dearer than themselves. 

These hauntings of drumming and knocking, and thumping and bumping, 
with thundering noises, almost shaking the houses down, accompanied 
by the delicate rustlings of silk and trailing of gowns, etc., were at the time 
suspected of being tricks; and by the perusal of the following cases the 
reader will see that such tricks can and hcuve been played, and such im- 
posture carried on so successfully as to deceive clergymen and others ; and 
but for the severe natural tests brought to bear upon the supposed super- 
natural actors, would no doubt have been quoted by Mr. Owen and others 
as well-attested, well-established, veritable spiritual peiformances. 

At the comer of a street which runs from Snow Hill into Smithfield, 
stands what I consider a public nuisance, commonly called a " public-house," 
the sign of " The Cock," and that which is now a street was formerly a 
rustic lane, and took its name from the sign of that house, and therefore 
called to this day " Cock Lane," which locality, in about the years 1?54 to 
1?56, became one of the most celebrated places in London, in consequence, 
as it was beheved, of one of the houses therein being taken possession of by 
a female ghost, who was designated " the Cock Lane ghost." 

A man of the name of Parsons kept the house, and in which lodged a 
gentleman and his wife of the name of Kempe. This lady died at this 
house, and after her death it was given out by Parsons that his daughter, 
then eleven years of age (who used to sleep with Mrs. Kempe when her 
husband was out of town), was " possessed " with the spirit of the deceased 
lady, and that the spirit had informed the little girl that she had been 
murdered by her husband — that she had been "poisoned !" A vast number 
of respectable ladies and gentlemen, including clergymen, were "taken in" — 
but happily for themselves not " done for" — ^by this ghost ; and it is said that 
even the celebrated Dr. Samuel Johnson was convvnced of the spirituality of 
the " knocks" which the ghost gave in answer to questions, for it kept up 
conversations in precisely the same manner — ^that is, by " knocks" or " raps" 
— as the " spirit-rappers" do at the present day. The " scratchings" and 
"knocks" were only heard when Parson's little daughter was in bed. 

After this sort of thing had gone on for a considerable time, and a jaost- 
mortem examination of the body of the supposed murdered lady, which had 
been deposited in the vaults of St. John's, Clerkenwell Close, Mr. Kempe 
found it necessary to take steps to defend his character. The child was 
removed to the house of a highly-respectable lady, where " not a sound was 
heard," no "scratchings" or "knocks," for several nights; but the girl 
Parsons, who was now a year or two older, upon going to bed one night 
informed the watchers that the ghost would pay a visit the following 
morning ; but the servants of the house informed the watchers that the 
young lady had taken a bit of wood, six inches long by four inches broad, 
into bed with her, which she had concealed in her stays. This bit of 
wood was used to " stand the kettle on" T\ie> var^Q^X^xx^ ^^^ ^$^^'^"^^'^'^^x 
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and the poor girl confessed to the wicked trickery which her pa/rents had 
tanght her to practise ! 

Mr. Kempe indicted Parsons and others for conspiracy against his life 
and character, the case was tried before Lord Mansfield at Guildhall, July 
10th, 1756, and all the parties convicted. The Rev. Mr. More and a printer, 
with others, were heavily fined. Parsons was set in the pillory three times 
in one month and imprisoned for two years, his wife for one year, and Mary 
Eraser, the " Medium," for six months in Bridewell, and kept to hard 
labour. It came out in the course of investigation that Master Parsons had 
borrowed some money of Mr. Kempe, and it was rather suspected that he 
did not want to pay it back again. 

Another celebrated spiritual farce was enacted in 1810, entitled " The Samp- 
ford OhosV^ This is a village near Tiverton, in Devonshire, and the following 
striking performances were " attested by affidcmt of the Rev. C. Cotton," who, 
by the by, was of opinion that " a belief in ghosts is favourable to virtue." 

Imprimis, " stamping on the boards answered by similar sounds under- 
neath the flooring, and these sounds followed the persons through the upper 
apartments and answered the stamping of the feet. The servant women 
were beaten in bed * with a fist,' a candlestick thrown at the master's head but 
did not hit him, heard footsteps, no one could be seen walking round, candles 
were alight but could see no one, but steps were heard ' like a man's foot in 
a slipper,' with rapping at the doors, etc. etc. After this the servants were 
slapped, pushed, and bufieted. The bed was more than once stuck fall of pins, 
loud repeated knockings were heard in all the upper rooms, the house shook, 
the windows rattled in their casements, and all the horrors of the most horrible 
of romances were accumulated in this devoted habitation." Amongst other 
things it was declared by a man, of the rather suspicious name of " Dodge," 
that the prentice boy had seen " an old woman descend through the ceiling." 

The house was tenanted by a man of the name of Chave, a huckster. 
The landlord was a Mr. TuUy, who determined to investigate this matter 
himself, and went to sleep, or rather to pass the night, at the house for this 
purpose. The account says that " he took with hiTn a reasonable degree 
of scepticism, a considerable share of common sense ;" and I beHeve a 
good thick stick, which is, in my opinion, a much more powerful instru- 
ment in laying these kinds of ghosts than the old-fashioned remedy of 
" bell, book, and candle." 

When Mr. Tully went to the house he saw " Dodge" speaking to Mrs. 
Chave in the shop, and also saw him leave the house ; but when he went up 
staips by himself who should he see but this same " Dodge," who had got up 
stairs by a private entrance, but who could not dod^e out of Mr. Tully's 
way. So Mr. Tully pounced upon him and locked hinn in the room, where 
he also found a mopstick " battered at the end into splinters and covered 
with whitewash," and this was the ghost that answered the stamping on the 
floors. Mr. Tully went to bed, and as no ghosts thumped he went to sleep 
and had a good night's rest ; and upon examining the house the next day, 
found the ceilings below in " a state of mutilation," from the ghostly thumps 
it had received. 

The cause of the house being haunted was a conspiracy on the part of 
. Chare and hia frienda to get the house at a verij loio Teut, «k.s he would 
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not mind living on the premises, but other persons would not, of course, be 
likely to take a " haunted house.'* 

A drunken mob one day met and assaulted Ohave after this trick was 
exposed, and he took refuge in his " haunted house," from whence he fired a 
pistol and shot one man dead. Another man was also killed at the same 
time, thus two lives were sacrificed to this " Sampford ghost." The Rev. 
C. Cotton died shortly after this ghost was discovered to be a flam, or sham 
ghost ; it was supposed of chagrin and vexation at being made a l)utt of by 
the vulgar for his simplicity and credulity. 

Another sensation farce was " The StockweU Ghost," which performed 
its tricks very cleverly and Buooessftdly at a farm-house in that place in the 
year 1?72. It broke nearly every bit of glaiS, china, and crockery in the 
house, and no discovery was made at the time of the how, the why, or the 
wherefore. But in " The Every Day Book," edited and published by W. 
Hone, the whole matter is explained in the confession of a woman who lived 
at the house as servant girl at the time, and who played the part of the ghost 
so well, that she escaped detection, and came off, only suspected by a few. 

The inutility of attempting to do away entirely with this popular belief 
in ghosts by a/rgwments, however well founded on reason and science, has 
already been hinted at ; but it will be only fair that B^AmOQ should just put a 
word in, as it can do no harm and may do good. 

In " Sketches of the Philosophy of Apparition, or an Attempt to Trace 
such Illusions to their Physical Causes, by Samuel Hibberly M.D., F.E.S.B.," 
the author states his opinion to be that '' Apparitions Afe Botibing more than 
ideas or recollected images of the mind, which have been rendered more vivid 
than actual impressions," perliaps by morbid affections* It is also pointed out 
that " in ghost stories of a supposed supernatural character which by disease 
are rendered so unduly intense as to induce spectral illusions, may be traced 
to such fantastical objects of prior beUef as are incorporated in the various 
systems of superstition which for ages have possessed the minds of the vulgar." 
" Spectral illusions arise from a highly excited state of the nervous irrita- 
bility acting generally upon the system, or from inflammation of the brain." 

" The effect induced on the brain by intoxication from ardent spirits, 
which have a strong tendency to inflame this organ, is attended with very 
remarkable effects. These have lately been described as symptoms of 
* delirium tremens.' Many cases are recorded which show the liability of the 
patient to long-continued spectral impressions." 

Sir David Brewster represents these phenomena as images projected on 
the retina — from the brain, and seen with the eyes open or shut. 

Of the many causes assigned for spectral illusions the following may be 
enumerated : — Holy ecstasies, various diseases of the brain, diseases of the 
eye, extreme sensibility or nervous excitement from fright, various degrees 
of fever, effects of opium, delirium tremens, ignorance and superstition, cata- 
lepsy, and conftised, indistinct, or uncomprehended natural causes. Now all 
persons who suppose they see ghosts are at liberty to select any of the fore- 
going causes for their being so deluded, for delusion it is, as I hope presently 
to prove ; but they may rest assured that these supposed spectres are always 
produced either by disease or by over- excited imagination, which in some 
cases it may be said amounts to disease. 
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However, to return to tbe ghosts. A very common, or rather ike common, 
idea of a ghoat is generally a very thin and »craggy figure ; but if there are 
such things there mnst be fat ghostB as well aa thin, ghoata ; fat or thin 
people are eijnally eligible " to pat in an appearance " of this sort if they 
can ; and to carry oat this idea and make it qnite clear, I here introdnce an 
old acquaintance of the pnbhc, Mr. Daniel Lambert, as he appeared to my 
u»-excited imagination whUet engaged on this work. !Now if Daniel came 




aa an apparition, he mnst, according to the authorities in these matters, not 
only " come in hia habits as he lived," that is, in the clothes he wore, but 
must also come in his^(, or be would not be recognized as the fattest man 
" and the heaviest man that ever lived," and although he weighed " 52 stone 
H pounds" (14 lb. to the stone) in the fleah, in the spirit, he would, of 
courao, be " as light as a feather," or rather an "air bnbble ;" and as he 
could not dance and jump about when alive, I thought if I brought him in as 
agbosi, I'd give him s, bit of a treat, and let him dance upon the " tight rope." 
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Most persons will remember a story told by " Pliny the younger " of the 
apparition of " an old " man appearing to Athenadorous, a Greek scbolar. 
This ghost was "lean, haggard, and dirty^^ with "dishevelled hair and a 
long beard." He had "chains on," and came " shaking his chains" at the 
Greek scholar, who heeded him not, but went on with his studies. The old 
ghost, however, " came close to him and shook his chains over his head as 
he sat at the table," whereupon Athenadorous arose and followed the dirty 
old man in his chains, who went into the courtyard and " stamped his foot 
upon a stone about the centre of it, and — disappeared." The Greek scholar 
marked the spot, and next day had the place dug up, when, lo and behold, 
they found there the skeleton of a human being." 

Going back to the days of " Pliny the younger" is going back far enough 
into early history for my purpose, which is to show that the notions about 
apparitions which prevailed at that period are the same as those of the 
present day, that is, of their appearing in the dresses ihey wore in their life- 
time, in every minute particular, as to form, colour, and condition, new or old, 
as the case might be ; but to prevent any mistake upon this head, I will just 
add some few words from that reliable authority, Defoe, who, you will have 
already remarked, is exceedingly particular as to the exactness of every article 
of dress ; but in what follows he goes far beyond any other writer on this sub- 
ject, for instance he says, " We see them dressed in the very clothes which 
we have cut to pieces, and given away, some to one body, some to another, 
or applied to this or that use, so that we can give an account of every rag of them. 
We can hear them speaking with the same voice and sound, though the organ 
which formed their former speech we are sure is perished and gone." 

From the various instances of the appearance of apparitions which liave 
been brought before the reader, it will, I presume, be admitted that abundant 
and sufficient proof has been given that the writers about ghosts, and all 
those who have professed to have seen ghosts, declare that they appear in the 
dresses which they wore in their lifetime ; but from all I have been able to 
learn, it does not appear that from the days of Pliny the younger down to the 
days of Shakespeare, and from thence down to the present time, THAT ANY 
ONE HAS EVER THOUGHT OP THE GROSS ABSURDITY, AND 
IMPOSSIBILITY, OP THERE BEING SUCH THINGS AS GHOSTS 
OF WEARING APPAREL, IRON ARMOUR, WALKING STICKS, AND 
SHOVELS ! NO, NOT ONE, except myself, and this I claim as my 
DISCOVERY CONCERNING GHOSTS, and that therefore it follows, as a 
matter of course, that as ghosts cannot, must not, dare not, for decency's sake, 
appear WITHOUT CLOTHES ; and as there can be no such things AS 
GHOSTS OR SPIRITS OF CLOTHES, why, then, it appears that GHOSTS 
NEVER DID APPEAR, AND NEVER CAN APPEAR, at any rate not in 
the way in which they have been hitherto supposed to appear. 

And now let us glance at the material question, or question of materialism* 

In the year 1828, a work was published, entitled " Past Feelings Reno- 
vated ; or. Ideas occasioned by the perusal of Dr. Hibbert's Philosophy of 
Apparitions," which the author says were " written with the view of coun- 
teracting any sentiments approaching materialism, which that work, however 
unintentional on the part of the author, may have a tendency to produce." 
The author of " Past Feelings Renovated" ia «u^Txa.\i^'s^«^'^»^^"^'«a^^^=s^^'» 
who generaHj " come in their hMU aat\io^\r?^^V^ ^5^^xcOKL^'^'t:^*^^^^V^'^'«^ 
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"ThegeneraltendencyofDr.Hibbert's work, and evident fallacy of many of the 
argameuta in support of opinions too nearly appro&cliing ' materiaJum,' induced 
me to give the subject OiB.tteriouicofisiderationwiu.ak it imp eratively demands." 
This author, it will be perceived, is very much opposed to anything like 
" Tnaterialism " in relation to this question, and ia strongly in favour of 
" spirH/aaliem," but will he be so goodas to tell ufl what "apaibof BDOKSKraa" 
are made of? and what a pair of Top-boots are made off and whether these 
materiaU are eprntuaUzed by any process, or whether THE CLOTHES WB 
WEAR ON OUK BODIES BECOME A PART AND PARCEL 
OF OUR SOULS ? And aa it ia clearly imposaible for spirita to wear 
dreaaes made of the materials of the earth, we should like to know if 
there are apiritnal-outfitting shops for the clothing of ghosts who pay 
Tisits on earth, and if empty, haunted houses are osed for this purpose, 
in the same way as the establishments, and after the manner of " Moses 
and Son," or " Hyam Bfvthera," or such like houses of business, or if ao, 
then there mast be also the spirit of woollen cloth, the spirit of leather, the 
spirit of a coat, the ^irit of boots and shoes. There must also be the tpirit 
of trousers, epirits of gaiters, waistcoats, neckties, spvriit of bucklea, for 
shoes and knees ; spirit of buttons, " bright gilt buttons ;" spirifi» of hats, 
caps, bonnets, gowns, aad petticoats ; f^irita of hoops and crinoline, and 
ghost's stockings. Tea ; only think of the ghosts of stockings, but if the 
ghoat of a lady had to make her appearance here, she could not present her- 
self before company withont her ahoes and stockings, so there muet ie 
GHOSTS OE STOCKINGS. 
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Most persons will surely feel some hesitation in accepting the assertions 
made by Defoe, that ghosts appear in clothes that have been cut up, or 
distributed in different places, or destroyed, or that they come in the same 
garments that are being worn at the same moment by living persons, or 
which are at the time of appearing, in wardrobes or old clothes shops ; or, 
perhaps, thousands of miles away from the spot where the ghost pays his 
unwelcome visit, or worn or torn into rags, and stuck upon a broomstick 
"to frighten away the crows." No, no, I think we may rest assured that 
ghosts could not appear in these dresses, or shreds and patches; in fact, 
that they could not show themselves in any dress made of the materials of 
the earth as already suggested ; and, therefore, if they did wear any dresses 
they must have been composed of a spiritual material^ if it be possible to 
unite, in any way, two such opposites. Then comes the question, from 
whence is this spiritual material obtained, and also if there are spirit manu- 
factories, spirit weavers and spinners, and spirit tanners and " tan pits ?" 

If this be so, then there must, of course, be ghost tailors, working with 
ghosts of needles (how sharp tJiey must be !), and ghosts of threads (and how 
fine they must be !), and the ghost of a " sleeve board," and the ghost of the 
iron, which the tailors use to flatten the seams, called a " goose " (only think 
of the ghost of a tailor's " goose !") Then there must be the ghost of a 
"bootmaker," with the ghost of a "lapstone," and a "last," and the spirit 
of " cobbler's wax !" Ghost of " button makers," " wig makers," and 
"hatters ;" and, indeed, of every trade necessary to fit out a ghost, either 
lady or gentleman, in order to make it appear that they really did appear 
" in their habits as they lived." 

There are, I know, many respectable worthy persons even at the present 
day who believe they sometimes see apparitions, and I would here take the 
liberty to advise such persons to ponder a little upon the above remarks 
relative to the clothing of spirits, and, when again they think they see a 
GHOST, recollect that with the exception of the face and a little bit of the 
iieck perhaps, and also the hands, if without gloves, that all the other parts are 
CLOTHES. And I would also take the liberty to suggest that he should ask 
the ghost these questions : — " Who's your tailor ?" and " Who's your hatter ?" 

Whatever the belief of the " Bard of Avon " might have been with 
respect to ghosts, it is quite clear that [in these cases he was merely exer- 
cising his great poetical talent to work out the several points of popular belief 
in apparitions, for the purpose of producing a striking " stage effect ;" but 
aU that he brings forward, goes to prove the long-established faith in these 
aerial beings, and the general and almost universal requisites of character 
and costume. But it probably never entered the great mind of this great 
poet that there could be no such thing as a ghost of iron, for if it had, he 
would, no doubt, have dressed up the ghost of Hamlet's father in some sort 
of suit rather more aerial than a suit of steel armour. There may be 
" more things 'twixt heaven and earth" than were dreamt of in Horatio's 
philosophy ; but the ghost of Iron armour could not be one of these 
things, be included in the list, and on reverting to this ghost, the reader 
will observe that I have given no figure in that suit of armour, and no head 
to the figure of Napoleon the First, and for this reason, the art of drawing, 
you will please to observe, is a seyeTO CTvt\Qi^\»^^\.\xsLTMbSdyst'e»^^'*^i^ 
For suppose an artist is employei to m^^ tju ^a^w^^si!^ ^^ *^^^ >gc^Qi^ ^'^ 
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Hamlet's father, he will begin, or ought to begin, first to sketch out, very 
lightly, the size and attitude of the figure required ; then suppose he makes 
out the face, and then begins to work on the helmet, but here he stops — 
why ? because if he has any thought, he will say this is not spirit^ this is 
manufactured iron ! And so with the other parts of the figure, all except 
the face is material ; and then to my old enemy in one sense, and frmid in 
another — ^Napoleon, for I volunteered, and armed myself to assist to keep him 
from coming over here before I was twenty years of age ; and as a carica- 
turist, what by turning him, sometimes into ridicule, and sometimes, in fact 
very often I may say, killing him with my sharp etching needle, "little 
Boney " used very frequently to give me a good solid bit of meat, and make 
my " pot boil." But with respect to this headless figure, if the artist is 
requested to make a drawing of the spirit of this great general, he would, 
after making out the face, begin with the collar of the coat, and then stop — 
and why ? Because the coat is no part of a spirit, and if the whole of the 
figure were finished with the face in, what would that be but the spirit of the 
face of Napoleon ; all the rest would consist of a cocked-hat, with tricolored 
cockade ; a military coat, with buttons ; a waistcoat, a sword and sash, 
leather gloves, and leather pantaloons, jack-boots, and spurs ! Are, or can 
these things be spvntvM ? If the end of the finger is placed over the space 
which is left for the face of Napoleon, the figure will be recognized as Ms 
witJiout the head ; and so with Hamlet's father, place the end of the finger 
in front of the helmet, and the armour will pass for the ghost ; and do the like 
with the figure of Daniel Lambert, put the head out of sight, all the rest is 
neck-handkerchief, a bit of shirt, a coat, a waistcoast, a pair of gloves, small 
clothes (not very small by the by), an immense pair of stockings, and the points 
of a pair of shoes ; and as to the headless ghost of the gentleman in the hhie 
coat and gilt buttons, that is also NOTHING BUT A SUIT OF CLOTHES. 
The reader will recollect that Daniel Defoe, Mrs. Crowe, and Mr. Owen, 
and other authors have all introduced GHOSTS OF WIGS amongst their 
facts, in support of spiritual apparitions, so if there are ghosts of " wigs," 
there must also be GHOSTS OF " PIGTAILS," because they were some- 
times a part of a wig ; and in taking leave of the reader, I take the liberty 
of introducing a ghost of a wig and pigtail, who will make a polite bow 
for the humble author and artist of this " DISCOVEBY CONCERNING 
GHOSTS." 
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Just as I depicted the ghost of the wig and pigtail to bow out all the old- 
fashioned GHOSTS, methought I heard a voice say, "Well, sir, suppose it 
granted that you have shown the utter impossibility of there being such 
things as ghosts of hats, coats, sticks, and umbrellas ; admitting that you 
really have " laid" all these ghosts of the old style, what say you to the 
" spirit manifestations" of the present day ? 

Well, this does certainly seem to be putting rather a " Some question" — 
a " Home thrust," if you please ; but sharp as the question may be, and 
difficult as it may seem to answer, I am not going to shirk the question. 

In the first place, this mquiring spirit must please to recollect that these 
"spirit-rappers" of the present day are almost an entirely new-fashioned 
spirit, a difierent sort of ghost altogether, or ghosts in "piecemeal;" only 
hits of spirits, who never come of their own accord, and have to be squeezed 
out of a table bit by bit, when they do hold up a hand, or tap or touch 
people's legs under the table with their hand, or a bit of one. But never 
having attended a "scarce," I cannot give the inquiring spirit any information 
about these spirits from my own personal knowledge. If the inquirer wishes 
to know " all about" these spirits, he had better apply to Mr. D. D. Home, 
who is quite " at home" with these spirits, upon the most " familiar" terms ! 
in fact, "hand and glove" with them ; and they feel so much at home with 
Mr. Home, that they are constantly putting their hands and arms, if not 
their legs, " under his mahogany." I therefore take the liberty of referring 
" Inquirer" to this Home medium, or any other medium. Home or foreign, 
for a "ftdl, true, and particular account" of the character and conduct of 
these new-fashioned, New-found-ZancZ ghosts or spiritual gentlefolk, for it does 
not appear that there are any of the "working-class" amongst them. 

It has been asserted by Mr. Home, that he has seen " ftdl length" 
ghosts. These I shall put to the test a little farther on. 

As I intend putting a few questions myself to these " mediums," or 
through this medium, to the spirits, I have to hope that these questions of 
mine will be taken by the inquiring spirits who question me as an answer to 
their question upon what may be at present considered upon the whole as 
almost, if not entirely, unanswerable, at least with the ordinary natural 
organs of thought and judgment, and therefore it must be leffc to these 
tabular spirits or their mediums to explain (that is, if they can) that which, 
to the " outsiders," as the affair stands at this moment, is an inexplicahle 
'puzzle. 

In bringing forward my questions, I will take the liberty of making an 
extract from the " Times," of the 9th of April last, where Mr, D, D, K^otc^^''?^ 
book of " Incidents in my Life/' is Tevievr^d m^Jn c«vi^\<^'et^s5^<5i^jc^sssssss^'^^ 
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ability ; and wherein the writer states that a Dr. Wilkinson was desirous of 
obtaining some information and explanations respecting the "ways and 
means" of these spirits. The Doctor asked Mr. Home why the effects 
(that is, the manifestations) " took place imder the table and not wpon it." 
Mr. Home said, that " in habituated circles the results were easily obtained 
above board, visibly to all, but that at the first sitting it was not so ; that 
scepticism was almost universal in men's intellects, and marred the forces 
at work ; that the spirits accomplish what they do through our life sphere^ 
or ahnosphere, which was jpermeated at our wills^ and if the will was contrary , 
the sphere was unfit for being operated upon." Moreover, allowance must 
be made for a certain indisposition on the part of the spirits (as we infer a 
sort of spiritual bashfiilness), " which deters them from exhibiting their 
members in a state of imperfect formation." When some had merely a svrigle 
finger put upon their knees, " Mr. Home said that the presenting spirits 
could often make one finger where they could not Trvahe two, and two where 
they could not form an &ntvre hand, just as they could form a hand where 
they could not realize a whole human figure" (for there seems never to 
have been life sphere at a seance adequate to the exhibition of an entire 
figure, "though Me. Home has frequently seen spirits in their full 

PROPORTIONS WHEN ALONE"). 

And now for one of my questions, which question is not only my question 
but a public question, and one which Mr. Home is bound to answer, if he 
can. I therefore publicly call upon that gentleman to inform the public if 
these SPIRITS, which he saw in their " full proportions," were in a state of 
NUDITY, or if they had clothes on ? and if clothed, of what those clothes 
WERE MADE ? If he does not know these particulars of his own knowledge, 
as he has the ea/r of these spirits, their entire confidence, and as they have 
hds ear, let him call upon them to let him into the secret of the manufacture 
of their garments, or how the spirits procure them ; and until Mr. Home 
explains this satisfactorily to the public, we have a right to suspect that 

either he has been himself deceived, or that he Perhaps I had better 

not finish the sentence. 

The " i/nquirmg spirit" will see that the clothes are the test, and this test 
stands good here, as well as with the old fashioned ghosts, and this, I 
presume, will be allowed as rather a "Home question" to Mr. Home; a 
Home thrust which he can only parry by giving the. information asked ; 
which, if he does not, I will not say " Britons, simke Home," but unless he 
or the spirits " rap" out a satisfactory answer, he may rely upon it that 
he will feel the weight of public opinion, which will weigh rather heavily 
upon him. But I give him a first-rate chance of becoming exceedingly 
popular, for the mass, the millions, are ready to believe anything in the 
shwpe of a fact, and I am confident that the whole world would be delighted 
to get hold of such a secret as this. It would be, perhaps, extreme cruelty 
to put this gentleman quite " out of spirits ;" but unless he tells us what 
the clothes of spirits are made of, I should say that he will stand in rather 
an awkward position before the bar of public opinion. 

Another question here I'll put, about this spirit " D D outfit," 
Which I fear that the spirits won't answer, ^ust. as ^et — 
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It is a question, I grant, that looks rather queer, 

Whicli is — are their " togs " made out of our atmosphere /*" 

If the cloth is made out of stuff ^^ permeated hy our wilW^ — 

And further, if these ghosts are honest, and pay their tailors' bills ? 

And then, as to the handy crafb and crafty hands — 

Oh tell us if warm hands, and cold — 

So cold ! so cold ! oh dear ! — 

Are made in any kind of mould, 

Or how they trick *em out of our " life sphere ?" 

Now supposing, nay even admitting, that the hands of spirits are exhi- 
bited at these seances, does it not really seem to be impossible to believe 
that they are made out of the air that surrounds the persons who surround 
the table ! ! ! 

Making fingers &nd hands out of our " life-sphere " or " atmosphere 1" 
" permeated by our wills !'* "Well, I was going to say, " after that comes in 
a horse to be shaved," but really I hardly know what to say ; for whilst 
reading the accounts of these spirits, I feel almost bewildered, and as the 
mediums say that there is what they call " spirit- writing," and that spirits 
seize the person's wrist, and make them write just what they wist, I suspect 
that the spirit of botheration has got hold of my hand, and is making me 
write what it pleases ; and I therefore hope the " gentle reader " will excuse 
me if I write down here "Handy pandy, Jack a dandy," or any other 
childish nonsense ; for as this table lifting and turning seems to alter and 
set aside altogether the law of gravitation and aU the universal laws of the 
universe, that used to be thought by simple people as fixed and unalterable, 
so likewise these " spirit hands " and " spirit rapping " seem to put reason 
and rationality entirely out of the field. Therefore, as common sense cannot 
be used in any sense on this question, as it is utterly useless in the present 
state of affairs to attempt to " chop logic " with "raps," and their mediums 
upon such tables as these, it will be here quite in place to talk a little non- 
sense. The reader will therefore, I am sure, bear with me if I make two or 
three silly suggestfcions upon this phenomena of moving tables. 

Under ordinary circumstances, when persons who are not " habituated " 
have any natural substance to deal with — say, for instance, a deal table— the 
mind naturally endeavours to account in a natural way for such a piece of fdr- 
niture moving or being moved without any assignable natural cause. Common 
sense in this case being " put out of court," and the scientific world having 
seemingly "given it up," there is no other source left but to deal with the 
spirits or their mediums in this matter ; and I would here ask if these tableSy 
heavy or light, are moved by this " life-sphere " or " atmosphere " which is 
" permeated by our wills ;" or if the hands made out of this airy nothing move 
and lift the ftimiture ? As they can give an answer to the query, we shall 
all surely be very much obliged to them if they will do so ; and whilst they 
are preparing their answer, I will go on with a little more nonsense, and 
make a most ridiculous suggestion upon the table lifting, quite as ridiculous 
perhaps as anything that has emanated from the spirits or their mediutna. 
It may seem absurd to bring " Dame IJ^atuie'' \iA,o ^iJSaa*''' ^yc^^^;'* \s^ Tij^-et- 
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theless it does seem true that animals who are associated with man seem to 
partake, to a very large extent, of man's intelligence. Dogs particularly so, 
cats pretty well, and even pigs have been known, when domesticated, to be 
cleanly and polite, and of course we have all heard of the "learned pig." 
Dear little birds, and even asses and geese, have been known to share in 
this " life sphere '* or " atmosphere '* of man's brain. I knew a man who 
was educating and training a goose, to come out before the public as a per- 
former as a learned goose, which intention was unfortunately not carried out, 
in consequence of an accident which happened to the poor bird about 
" Michaelmas " time. It appears that he got placed so near a large fire that 
he was very soon ^^ done hrown^^ and upon a "post mortem " examination it 
was discovered that he was stuffed full of sage and onion. 

We are so accustomed to have intelligent animals about us, that we do 
not look upon it as anything very extraordinary. Nevertheless, the phenb- 
mena is not the less wonderful for all that. Now I lay this question on the 
table, for the spirits to rap out an answer — viz., as tables and chairs are 
associated with man (and woman, of course), can, or is the vital spark, or 
life principle, conveyed from the body into the wood, which is jporous^ and 
can it make these otherwise inanimate objects " all alive alive ?" The 
reader must excuse me for asking such a silly question, and will please to 
recollect that I am not putttng the question to him, but to the silly spirits 
and their mediums, for these spirits, it is stated, are sometimes quite as silly 
as ani/ body can be. I therefore ask again whether the vital principle or 
force is conveyed into the tables whilst the parties or " circle " are pressing 
their hands upon it ; and if not, please to tell us what it is, for the " outer " 
world are very anxious and waiting to know. It must be observed that the 
tables only move under this pressure, and whilst the " circle " is thus acting 
and using its atmospTieric influence, otherwise the tables might or would be 
always jumping about the room ; and if the tables are not thus moved by 
animal heat, how would the animal man be able to get his meals ? And it 
follows as a natural — ^beg pardon, spiritual — consequence, that if this be not 
the case, or the cause, then are the spirits a very thoughtful and well- 
behaved society, to be thus carefiil not to rattle or roll the table about and 
jump it up and down when the dinner is spread ; or perhaps these spirits 
partake of the " good things of this life," as very poor French emigrants 
used to do, namely, by merely smelling the viands at a cook's shop — " sniff, 
sniff, ah ! dat is nice a roast a bef— sniff, sniff, ah ! dat nice piece de veal — 
ah ! sniff, sniff, dat a nice piece a de pork — ah ! ah ! sniff, sniff" — ^but if they 
don't eat it appears they drink ; for in an article by R. H. Hatton, in the 
"Victoria Magazine,"* entitled "The Unspiritual World of Spirits," ifc states 
that Mr. Howitt " believes in a modern German ghost that drank beer," 
which called forth the words (with a horrible exclamation), " it swallows!" 
and at a " seance " held at a chateau near Paris, three years back, a gentle- 
man asked for some brandy and water, which when brought was " snatched 
out of his hold by a spirit-hand which carried it beneath the table," and " the 
glass came back empty P We are told that the spirits have difficulty in 
making a finger ; if so, they must have a greater difficulty in " making 

* Published by Emily FaithfuL And I take this opportunity of wishing success to the 
" Victoria Magazine,** as a part of the good work in ^"hiclo. tWt l^iA'y \a engaged. 
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mouths;" but suppose they do make a mouth, and the spirits drink the 
beer and spirits, where is the liquid to go to, if they have made no stomach 
out of the atmosphere of the ladies and gentlemen forming the " circle " 
roxmd the table ? This does not look as if it were " all fair and above 
board ;" but, on the contrary, very much as if there were some clever rascally 
little bodies playing their pranks and taking the " spirits '* under the table ; 
however, if it be the real spirits who drank the beer and spirits, I as a teeto- 
taler must express my disgust at such conduct, and, for one, will have nothing 
to do with such spirits ; indeed, I am quite shocked to find, contrary to all 
former ideas of spiritual life, that even these ^^pure spirits " have still a taste 
for the spirit of alcohol. I really begin to fear that these drinking, if not 
drunken spirits, do haunt the "spirit- vaults/' The heer they drink is, I 
presume, " -Hbme-brewed." 

But to turn again to the " table-turning." One way that I would sug- 
gest this question, to test, as to whether it be the life principle thab gives a 
sort of life to these wooden legs^ and drawers^ and hody, and flaps, from 
which the spirits send out their " raps," would be, to substitute an iron table, 
a good heavy iron table, and as it is said they can lift any weight, let 'em 
lift that ; and if not iron, then try a good large marble slab. If the iron will 
not " enter into their soul," let them try if their soul will enter into the iron, 
or if the stone will be moved by the " atmosphere " of their flesh and their 
bone. 

Wonders, it is said, will never cease, and most assuredly some of the 
tales told of these " seances^'^ and some of the reported spirit exhibitions are 
so wonderful, so astounding, that one does not know how to believe them ; 
and there are certain circumstances in some parts of the performance that 
look so nice trickery, that it is impossible to accept the whole relation as 
fact, however much we might feel disposed to receive a part thereof. Some 
of these performances are performed in the dark, in the " pitch dark," so dark 
that the company cannot see each other ; and it is in this state of " inner " 
and " utter " darkness that the spirits prefer to lift Mr. Home, and j/?oa^ him 
ii-p to the ceiling^ so that the spirits who lift him are " invisible spirits," and 
Mr. Home is invisible also. And this makes me think that these spirits are 
without clothing, and being so, are ashamed to show themselves. I put 
this as a question to Mr. Home, and also, as they only make hands and 
shake hands, if they are not " ashamed to show their faces," why don't 
they make faces ? (I don't mean grimaces). But I should not only like to 
know why they don't make some " atmospheric " " life-sphere " faces, but 
should also very much like to sketch their likenesses, or "take them off"," as 
people say. 

Touching upon these faces reminds me that a new feature has been 
introduced in this new world, that is, taking up this new fashion of the old 
world by having '•^ carte de visites.*^ A Mr. Mum-ler, of Boston, U.S., dis- 
covered that these spirits have a taste for art as well as music, and that they 
have a little vanity like ourselves ; and it has since been discovered th&t fraud 
has been discovered, of photographers — ^^ palming oj^ as spirit likeness — pic- 
tures of persons now alive P^ But here comes the clothes test again, these 

• I should like to ask a question here — 
Is Home by spirits lifted, ot b^ " ^.^TCvov^et^V^ 
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spirited portraits liave all got their clqtiies on. Apparitions of suits of clothes, 
spirits of coats, hoot9, and ladies^ dresses ! ! I 

This test of the clothing is very severe, for without having clothes the 
ghost can't appear ; for even that extraordinary clever invention of. Professor 
Pepper's, the " patent" ghost, which he exhibited at the Polytechnic Insti- 
tution, and which is introduced into a piece called "The Haunted Man and 
the Ghost's Bargain," now performing at the Adelphi Theatre, and which 
ghost, I am sorry to say, I have not yet had time to see, but this " patent 
ghost," of course, has CLOTHES on. In fact, apparitions cannot appear 
without clothes, and apparitions of clothes cannot appear; and so — but 
really I had quite forgotten that I had left Mr. Home sticking up against 
the ceiling, upon which it appears he makes his mark — all in the dark 
— as a kind of " skylark." ** Seeing is believing," but as his fiiends could 
not see him, he was obliged to do some thing of this sort, suspecting, I sup- 
pose, that his friends would not take his wm-d. When a light was thrown 
upon this scene, Mr. Home was discovered lying upon his back upon the 
table ! It may be rude to say that all this was all a trick, but pardonable, 
perhaps, to say it looks very like trickery. 

Talking of " skylarking," reminds me, that in conversation with a friend 
of mine, who is a believer in Mr. Home, and expressing a doubt about the 
possibility of Mr. H. kickijig his heels up in the air in this way, and 
asking if it were not imaginary, my friend assured me that it was no " flight 
of fancy," that it was quite true, and that it was not at all improbable but 
that some day, in daylight, we might " see Mr. Home floating across the 
rnetropolis !** I suggested that Mr. H. had better mind what he wag 
about, as there was danger in such a flight, for some short-sighted sports- 
man, or if not short-sighted, he might be in such a state of fuddle as 
not "to know a hawk from a hand saw," and might mistake him for some 
gigantip, monstrous blackbird," or some " rara avis,^^ and bring him down 
wij;h his gun, though in this case he would not want to " bag his game." 

To prevent such a hit as this, or rather such a mischance, I would suggest 
that due notice should be given to the public when Mr. Home intend^ 
appeariag up above the chimney-pots; and that in addition to hisfloatvag^ 
that the spirits should run him along the " electric telegraph" wires. That 
would be something worth seeing, and much better than the stupid, silly, 
nonsensical tricks they now play either on the table or under the table. 

There used formerly, even in my time — I don't go back so far as the 
rQign of the Charles's, but to the days of the "charlies," as the old 
watchmen were called, and before the "new police*' were introduced tq 
the public, — in those days ghost tricks were played in various parts p^ 
London ; one favourite spot was in front of St. Giles's churchyard, near unto 
a " spirit vault." It used to be reported that there was a gho^t every night 
in this churchyard, but it was an invisible ghost, for it never was seen, 
though there was a mob of people gaping and straining their eyes to get 
a peep at it ; but during this time, some low cunning spirits used to creep 
out of the a^'oining spirit vaults, mix amongst the crowd, and having very 
light fingers, used, instead of tapping the people on the knees, as the spirits 
do at the *^ seances,'* they dipped their hands into the "atmosphere" of 
respectable people's pockets, and " spirited away" their watches, handker- 
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chiefs, pocket-books, or anything else that came in their ws^y, and then bolt 
into the vaults again. 

N.B. — These spirits could swallow spirits^ like those described in the 
preceding' pages. 

Spirits of the old style used to delight in the darkness of night, but 
sometimes they'd show their pale faces by moonlight. A "accmce" is de- 
scribed that took place by moonlight. I don't mean to assert that it was 
all "moonshine." A table was placed in front of a window between the 
curtains ; the " circle" round the table and the space between the curtains 
was the stage where the performance took place. Query: How did the 
mediums know, when they placed this table, that the spirits who " lent a 
hand" in the performance would act their play at that part of the table ? 
By the by, the table plays an important part in these spirited pieces ; the 
spirits surely would not be able to get on at all without a table! At 
each side of this stage, lit by the moon, and close to the window curtains, 
which formed as it were the " proscenium," stood a gentleman, one on each 
side, like two " prompters," one of whom was Mr. Home ; and when one 
particular hand was thrust up above the rim of the table, and which hand 
had a glove on, Mr. H. cried out, " Oh ! keep me from that hand 1 it is so 
cold; do not let it touch me." Query: How did Mr. H. know that thip 
hand was so cold ? and had it put the glove on because it felt itself so 
cold? And out of whose " atmosphere," or ^' life sphere" had the spirit 
made this hand ? if it were so cold, it must have got the stuff through 
some very cold-hearted " medium." Then comes my clothes test again, where 
did the liand get the glove ? Suppose it was a spirit hand, the hand of a soul 
that once did live on earth, could it be the spirit of a glove ? Whilst waiting 
for an answer to these queries, I would suggest to these " mediums," that if 
they see this " hand and glove" again, they should ask, " Who's your glover ?" 
Yes, it would be important to obtain the name and address of such a glover, 
as such gloves, we may suppose, would not wear out, nor require cleaning. 

An old and valued Mend of mine attended a sea/ace in 1860, of 
which he wrote a short account, and which he keeps (in manuscript) to 
lend to his friends for their information and amusement, upon this subject ; 
and although he confesses that, as a novice, he was rather startled upon one 
or two occasions during the evening, that the extraordinary proceeding of 
the seoMce had something of a supernatural tinge about it; nevertheless, 
upon mature reflection he came to the conclusion that the whole was a very 
cleverly-managed piece of trickery and imposture. As I am permitted to 
quote from this manuscript, I will here give a short extract to show the 
reader how an American medium — a Dr. Bash — assisted by two other 
"mediums," also Americans, managed the spirits upon that occasion. A 
party of eight were seated round a table : — 

" Shortly and anon, a change came o'er the spirit of the Doctor. He 
jumped up and said, ' Hush ! I hear a spirit rapping at the door.' 

" The Doctor told us there was a spirit which wished to join our seance 
the door was opened, a chair was most politely placed at the table, 9ad 
there the spirit sat, but, like ' Banquo's ' Ghost, invisible to the compam>y.** 

In the Waterloo Bead there resided— next door to ^^a\5L ^^^ — ^^sc^a 
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years back, two paperliangers, who vied with, each other in doing " sten- 
cilling " — that is, rubbing colonr on walls through a cut out pattern ; there 
was great opposition between them, and one of them (No, 1) wrote on the 
front of his house in large letters, " The Acme of Stencilling," upon which 
No. 2, determined not to be outdone in this style, wrote upon the front of his 
house in letters double the size of his neighbour's, " The Heigth of the 
Acme of Stencilling." Now, I do not know whether this pretended intro^ 
duction of an invisible spirit, and putting a chair for this worse than nothing 
to sit in, when he had nothing to sit down upon, may be considered as the 
heigth of the acme of unprincipled, impudent imposture ; but it goes far 
enough to show that trickery can be and is carried on, and carried on even as 
a trade or " calling " in this " spirit-rapping " business, for I have seen a 
printed card where b> jprofessional "medium" gives his name and address, and 
has on it, " Circles for Spiritual Manifestation — hours from 12 to 3 and 
5 to 10 P.M. ;" to which is added, " Private Parties and Families visited." 

If such a card as this had been introduced in " The Broad Grin Jest 
Book," some years back, it would have been quite in place, but to think that 
such a card as this should be circulated in this " age of intellect," as a 
business card — the card of a " Mattre de Ceremonie,^^ who undertakes to intro- 
duce irwisible spirits, into parties and private fa/milies, is something mor& 
than I ever expected to see, on the outside of Bethlem, or in the list of 
impostures at a police station. 

As this Dr. Dash pretended that spirits were " mixed up " with this party 
— were indeed surrounding the " circle," and who had come into the room 
without hnocTdng, and were not OA^commodated tvith chadrs, why should this 
ghost of nothing knock at the door, and how did the Dr. know that he 
wished to join the seance, and why should this invisible Mr. Nobody have 
a chair, and the other spi/i^ts be obliged to stand ? And then was this spirit 
dressed in his best ? for as it was an evening party, he ought to have been 
" dressed with care." 

The calling up of one spirit seems to call up or raise another spirit, and 
as Dr. Dash introduced a dumb and invisible spirit who was supposed to 
take his seat at a table, I take this opportunity of introducing a spirit of a 
very different character— one of the old fashioned spirits — one that could 
both be seen and heard, and who was seen to take his seat at the table, and 
enter into conversation with his friends. An extract from the " Registry of 
Brisley Church in 1706," runs thus : — A Mr. Grose went to see a Mr. Shaw, 
and whilst these gentlemen were quietly smoking their pipes, in comes 
(without " rapping") the ghost of their friend Mr. Naylor. They asked him 
to sit down, which he did, and they conversed together for about two hours ; 
he was asked how it fared with him, he replied, "Very well," and when he 
seemed about to move, they asked him if he could not stay a little longer, 
he replied that he " could not do so, for he had only three days' leave of 
absence, and had other business to attend to."* 

Now this is something like a ghost, whose visit you observe is recorded 

* As, according to Mrs. Crowe, ghosts can smoke, and upon equally good authority, 
spirits can swallow spirits, no douht this ghost of Mr. Naylor, who did not come without 
the help of his tailor, took a pipe with his friends, and took something to drink with them 
m3so, forjrou ma.j reJ^ upon it, that the ghost's friends were not smoking a ** dry pipe." 
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in the registry of a parisli cHurcli, and as the party I believe were all clergy- 
men, of course the Rev. Mr. Nay lor came in his clerical " habits as he lived," 
no doubt " dressed with care.'' Yes, this you see was a respectable sort of 
ghost — one that you could see and listen to, not such a poor " dummy " 
as Dr. Dash's poor spiritless spirit, Mr. Nothing Nobody, Esq., 

Who could neither be seen nor heard, 
Which even to name, seems quite absurd. 

The reason for thus suddenly pretending to introduce a spvrit, was to 
produce an effect — sl sensation — upon the nerves of the party assembled (par- 
ticularly the novices), for it is only under excited nervous feelings that any- 
thing like success can attend the operations of such " mediums." 

The Creator has so formed us that our nerves are more excitable in dark- 
ness than in the light, and our senses thus excited, are for our safety and pro- 
tection, when moving about in the dark, either in-doors or out, as we feel and 
know, that there is a chance of our being seriously injured by running against 
or falling over something, or that there might be evil spirits in the shape of 
robbers lurking about, against whom it would be necessary to be ready to 
defend ourselves, or to avoid. Our faculties being thus put on the " qui 
wve," is natural, healthy, and proper ; but when the mind has been imbued 
from childhood with a belief in ghosts, and the individual should happen to 
be in a dark and lonely place, and should hear or see indistinctly something 
which the mind on the instant is not able to account for, naturally, or com- 
prehend rationally, then under such circumstances, to use a common expres- 
sion, "we are not ourselves," and in giving way to imaginary fears, under the 
impression of supernatural appearances, the stoutest hearts and the strongest 
men, have been known " to quiver and to quail," to be confused and to feel 
that thrilling sensation, that cold trickling down the back from head to heel, 
which is produced from fright, and nothing but the rallying of their mental 
and physical forces, and rousing up a determined resolution, has enabled 
such men to overcome this coward-like fear, and to discover that they have 
been scared by some natural sound, or some imperfectly-seen natural object, 
that it was all " a false alarm," or perhaps a made up ghost, by some fool 
or rogue, or both, who was playing his " tricks upon travellers." 

But with weak and nervous persons, who believe in supernatural 
appearances, the effects of fright, under such circumstances, produce the 
most painfiil feelings, total prostration of the faculties, and sometimes 
fatal consequences. Here is an instance where all the faculties were 
prostrated by fright in consequence of seeing a supposed apparition, followed 
by the death of an innocent person : — 

In the year 1804, the inhabitants of Hammersmith, a village situated on 
the west side of the metropolis, but now forming part of it, were much 
terrified by the appearance of, as it was said, a spectre clothed in a winding 
sheet. This apparition made its appearance in the dark evenings in the 
churchyard, and in several avenues about the place. I well remember " the 
Hammersmith ghost," as it was called, being the " Town Talk " of that day, 
and not only in Hammersmith, but even in town, many persons were afraid 
to leave their homes after dusk. Besides a man of the name of John 
Graham, who was detected, and I be\ieve m-^Ti^craa^ ^^-t^ -ss^-^fe ^<s^^s«^ 
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actdirs in this ghdsfcljr farcer wluch was however brought to an end iii a 
tragical manner — that is, by a young man of the name of Thomas Millwood, 
a plasterer, being shot dead by one Francis Sihith, an exciseman, who at the 
time (as the narrator states) was rather " warm over his liquor " — that ia 
about half drunk ; and in this state he was allowed at the " White Hart " 
public house to load a gun with shot, and go out for the purpose of dis- 
covering the ghost, and he no sooner saw a figure in a light dress (which 
was the poor plasterer in his working dress, on his road to fetch his wife 
hom^, who had been at work all day at a house in the neighbourhood of 
" Black Lion Lane," where this murder was committed) than he lost the use 
of his faculties, and was in such a state of fright that, as he said in his 
defence, he " did not know what he was about," and unfortunately, under 
these circumstances, killed an innocent man, which he never would have 
done had he not been a believer in apparitions and ghosts. 

In p. 46, of the " Victoria Magaziue," the writer, in speaking of an 
interview which Mr, Home had with the spirit of the Count Cagliostro, 
states that the said spint diffused and wafted over his friend Mr. H. the mosfc 
" delicious perfutnes," and that they " appeared to have been a part of the 
Count's personal resources ;*' and argues for various reasons that these spirits 
are "sensitlte to sweet smells," and that the spirits are "adepts in per- 
fumery," "are fond of it," and surround themselves and their medium 
"with exquisite odours." And as Mr. Home is such a great favourite 
'vtith these " spirits," his " life sphere " and " atmosphere " must be 
very highly scented and perfumed with smells, and this accounts at once 
for the spirits playing " Home, siveet Home " upon the accordian, when he 
liolds it under the table with one hand, and they play upon it, I suppose, 
Ytitii " iheif Tumdi of atmosphere .'" Be this as it may, however " sweet upon 
themselves " they may be, these spirits are at this moment in very " bad 
bdour " with a large body of the press, as also with the large body of the 
Imblic, and it therefore rests with the " mediums" to bring these " spirits of 
darkness " into light, and that these supposed spirits, their mediums, and 
their friends should place themselves in a right position before the public. 
'* Come out ih the road " (as the low folk say when they are going to fight). 
By the by, there Surely must be (as they are all spinted fellows) some 
"prizefighters" amongst these "rapping" spirits, and if so, I would suggest 
that mediums, as "backers" and "bottle-holders" (provided they don't 
have any "spirits" in their bottle), should get up a "prizefight" as a 
f ubHc exhibition, between such spirits as Jem Belcher and Tom Crib, or ahy 
ti those celebrated deceased popular heroes; and there would be this advantage 
in such contests, that the " sporting world " would have all their favourite 
sport, and be able to bet upon their favoxirites in these " sham-fights " with- 
ctot the attendant horrible and disgusting brutalities of the real fights ; for 
although they would, of course, " rap " each other, their ^fe being only made 
of " atmosphere^** they cotild not hurt or disfigure each other as they do in 
the earthly boxing. And if these aerial boxers did " knock the wind out " 
of each other, it would be of no consequence, for as they would be sur- 
rounded ivith lots of their own kind of "life sphere," o^ " atmosphere," they 
ecmld Soon " make themselves up " again, if even they did not " make it up " 
with each other. But I see some difficulties xbi c«try\xig out thsae " sports," 
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which did not ocotir to me at first ; for instaiibe, if they caimbt make their 
own thick heads out of the " atmosphere '* of the heads about them, haring 
no heads then, how can they be " set by the ears ?" Besides, they could 
not hear when " time " was called, and then, again, the patrons of the 
" Prize ring " would not be satisfied unless they could, see these spirited 
ghosts " knock each other's heads half off"." 

If these spirits cannot " make head," and keep up with the intellectual pro- 
gross of the spirit of the times, and with the spirit of the world. If they cannot 
be a " body politic,*' or a body of spirits, or any other body, let the mediums 
set their Tiaiids to work, "All hdnds^ ahoy !" Let them lend a hand to any 
" handiwork ;" " hand-looms," " or hand about the tea and bread and butter 
at parties, or make themselves " handy " in any way, even if they were made 
to use "hand-brooms." Yes; let them put their hands to any honest call- 
ing rather than keep their hands in idleness, for they should recollect what 
Dr. Watts asserts — 

" That Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do." 

And if these " spirit hands " are too flimsy and delicate to ivorh-^io 
do hard work — then let them jplay musical instruments, get up popular con- 
certs, and as they can make perfames, or are themselves perfumers, they 
could thus whilst playing gratify their audiences with sweet sounds and sweet 
scents at the same time. 

However absurd this asserted /ac^ of tables being moved by s|)irits may 
appear, and to many persons appearing not worth a "second thought^" 
yet it is natural that we should endeavour to account for such a movement 
in a natural way, one cause assigned is natural heat, the other involtmtary 
muscular action, etc., etc. In this state of uncertainty a little " guess work" 
about the table movement, may perhaps be excused, even if it be as absurd 
as " table lifting " itself. We know that the common air, dry or moist, 
affects all earthly materials, and that 

The water and the air, 

Are everywhere. 

Changing, the flower and the stone, 

The flesh and the bone. 

And we also know that wood, being a very ^porous material, is powerfully 
affected by the "broad and general casing air," that it expands or contracts 
according to the condition of the atmosphere, and thus we find when there 
is any considerable change in the temperature, that all the book- cases, ward- 
robes, chests of drawers, clothes presses, tables, or " what-nots," in different 
parts of the house, will indicate this change by a creaking, cracking noise. 
I have in my studio an oaken cabinet, which acts under the influence of the 
change of air, like a talking thermometer, and with which I sometimes hold a 
sort of a " cabinet council " upon the subject of the change of weather. 
When seated in my room, with doors, and windows, and shutters shut, if it 
has been dry weather fer any length of time, and my cabinet begins creaking, 
I know by this sound from the wood, that the warm moist air, which has been 
wafted with the warm gulf stream from tli^'W^^X. \Ti.^\^%/-v^ $^x\sv:^'^'>iMy^ 
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around the room, .and producing an effect upon me and my furniture, even 
to the fire-irons and fender, and so, on the contrary, after wet or moist 
weather, if the creaking is heard again, I know pretty well " which way the 
wind blows," and that it is a dry wind, without looking out at the weather vane. 
If it merely goes creak, creaky cracky and stops there, the change will not be 
great, but when it goes cre-ah, cre-ah, creak, crack, crack, crack — rumble^ 
rumble, rumble, creak, crack / then do I know, and find, that the change will 
be considerable, and can spell out, change — ^rain — rain — rain, much rain. 

Many persons who have given any thought to this question, are of opinion 
that electric currents passing from the human body is the cause of this " table- 
moving," and I introduce my "weather wise " cabinet to the public here to 
show, that if a little damp air, or a little dry air will move, and make a large 
Jieavy cabinet talk in this way, how much more likely it is that a table should 
be moved, and particularly if these ** electric currents " fly " like lightning** 
through the passages or spiracles of this popular, but at present mysterious 
piece of forniture. 

No wonder then if the " life sphere ** and " the atmosphere '* of the " light- 
headed,*' "light-heeled,** who *^ permeate their wills" into this otherwise 
inanimate object, should all of a sudden " set the table in a roar,** and "rap 
out their rappartees," and that " the head of the table ** should bob up and 
down, so as to make the people stai'e, either standing around or stuck in a 
chair, and that the legs all so clumsy, should caper and dance and kick up in 
the air, to the tune of " Well did you ever !*' and " Well I declare !** .' / .' 

This cabinet of mine is filled with the spirited works of departed spirits, 
including some of my dear father's humorous works, also of the great Hogarth, 
the great Gilray, and other masters, ancient and modem ; the mediums 
would, I suppose, say — 

That when this cabinet begins a " crack '** or 'creaking. 
It is these sprites of art, who thus to me are speaking. 

And as one of the panels was split some years back, the mediums would 
perhaps suggest that these " droll spirits ** made the cabinet " split its 
sides with laughter,** but I know it was the hot air of a hot summer, and 
certainly not done by a drum or a drummer — that this " splitting *' or 
" flying,*' only shows the force of the common air, and I hope adds to the 
force of my argument in this respect, and further, of this I feel assured, that 
if I were to " clear the decks for action," bring this cabinet out into the 
middle of my studio, and could induce some of the lady and gentlemen 
"mediums*' to come and form a "circle," and clap their hands on and 
around this piece of furniture, that, although Monsieur Cabinet has no " light 
fantastic toe,** that he would nevertheless join in the merry dance, and cut 
some curious capers on his castors, and even "beat time** perhaps with his 
curious creaks and cracks. By the by, glass being a non-conductor, a table 
made of glass, would at once settle this question, as to whether the tables are 
moved by electric currents or not. 

I am now about to suggest what I feel assured every one will admit to be 
a GRAND IDEA, and which would be to make these spirits useful in a way that 
fvonld be highly appreciated and patronized by the public, and put all the 

* Scotch for talking. 
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''fortune-tellers" and " riders of tlie stars " out of the field altogether, and 
perhaps even damage the " electric wires " a little. It is to establish a com- 
pany, to be entitled, " The Human Question and Spirit Answer Company !*' 
The principal ''capital to work upon, would be the overpowering principle of 
curiosity ; in this case, instead of having a " cfta?>-man,'* they would, I 
suppose, have a ^aJZe-man ; if so, then Homo would be the man^ and of this 
company it never could be said, that they had not a rap at their bankers. 

" Limited," of course, but the husiness would be vm-Umited, with profits, 
corresponding ; branch question and answer offices, branching out all 
over the globe, with " letter-boxes " and " chatter-boxes ". If the busi- 
ness of such offices were worked and carried out in a "proper spiVif," it 
would assuredly be " a success." I am supposing, of course, that these 
spirits will be able to " tell us something we don't know," for up to the 
present time it does not appear that they have told anything to us that we 
could not have told them, and in a more common sense and grammatical 
style than most of the communications which they have " rapped out,** but 
if there are any real, great, and good spirits amongst these gammocking 
table-turners, ihey must, one would suppose, know all about everything and 
everybody, and everybody would be asking questions, and if so, " Oh, my !'* 
what a lot of fanny questions there would be ! and what a lot of funny 
answers ! (all ^^ private and confidential^'* of course) as nobody would be sure 
not to tell nobody any secrets that nobody wanted anybody to know. 

Under ordinary circumstances I am not at all what might be called a 
curiotis person, but although I should (like other people) like to know how 
certain matters might turn out, and although I should never think of asking 
a " fortune-teller" or of consulting the gentry who profess to ** rule the 
stars,** yet if such a company as this were started, I feel that I should bo 
compelled to start off to tho first office I could get to, for the purpose of 
putting two or three questions, to which I want immediate answers if it 
were possible, and should not mind paying something extra for favourable 
answers. I will here just give a specimen of some of these questions. 

Some literary gentleman and others belonging to the "Urban Club,** 
and also some members of the " Dramatic Authors' ** Society, have formed 
themselves in a committee (upon which they have done me the honour to 
place my name), for the purpose of setting on foot and assisting to raise a 
fand, if possible, to erect a monument in honour of William Shakspeare, 
as the 23rd of April, 1864, will be the ter-centenary of that poet's birth- 
day. Another committee for the same purpose is also in formation, and 
the two committees will either amalgamate or work together. I have 
suggested to the first committee that in order to assist the funds for the 
above-mentioned purpose, that a notice be sent out to the public to this 
effect — that all persons having any works of art, either paintings, drawings, 
or sculpture, should be invited and respectfully requested to lend such works 
to a committee of artists, to form a gallery or national collection illustrating 
this author's works, to be called " The Shakspeare Exhibition,*' and in 
which designs for the said monument could also be exhibited. The ques- 
tion, therefore, I would put to the spirits through the proper medium would 
bo this, viz. — If such invitations were sent out, would the holders of such 
works lend them for the purpose of thus b^m^ "^Vwi^^ \i^^'at^ ^^ ^^iSSi^^'^. 
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And ftirtber — If the Government were applied to, wotild they " lend the 
loan" of a proper and fitting bnilding to exhibit the various works in ? And 
a little ftirther, and " though last not least," would the nobility and gentry, 
and the public at larger patronize such an exhibition largely, and what the 
receipts would amount to ? I should like to have all this answered, and 
that at an early day. But as it may be a long day, before such a company 
could get into working order, and as the members of the public press are 
a good-natured, shrewd class of spirits — if the idea is worth anything, they 
would most likely take it up, and I should be as much pleased to get an 
answer through that medium as any other that I know of. 

There are several other questions which I should put to this " Sjpirit 
Answer Company" if it were started, and which I feel that I could not well 
put to any one else, as I do not think that any body would give themselves 
the trouble to give me an answer ; and it is not every body who could give 
me satisfactory answers, however much they might feel disposed to do so. I 
enumerate two or three. 

Firstly — After a dreadfal railway accident which occurred the other 
day. Lord Brougham in the House of Lords suggested, I believe, that an 
act of Parliament should be passed compelling the jpuUic to travel at a 
rational speed ; and as civil engineers declare that if the public would be 
content to do so, that it would decrease the risk of life to about 999 per 
cent., I want to know if the public are ever likely to adopt the moderate 
speed, or sort of safe and sure, mode of travelling by rail, instead of flying 
along at such a risk of life and limb as they do now, occasionally coming to 
a dreadfid smash, with an awful unnecessary sacrifice of life, picking up 
the bodies or the pieces thereof, crying out " All right, go a-head," and 
dashing off at the same irrational speed with the probability of the like 
accidents again? 

Secondly — If it is at all likely that " lovely woman" will ever leave off 
wearing dresses which constantly expose her to the risk of being burnt 
to death ? 

Upon looking, however, at some of the other questions, they appear so 
frivolous and ridiculous, that I do not think I would put them even to these 
spirits. For instance, one was, that supposing I took a part in one of 
Shakspeare's plays, for the purpose of assisting this proposed Shakspearian 
fund, and for some other purposes, ifj as I can draw a little, should I, under 
such circumstances, draw a fall house ? 

There is a common saying amongst schoolboys, that " If all ifs were liads, 
and all hads were Shads, we never should be in want of fish for supper.'* 
Now the if, in this spirit question, is an important if, for if aU be trioe, that is 
asserted by the " mediums" of the marvels which they publish, then are those 
marvels some of the most marvellous and astounding wonders that have 
ever been known or heard of in the authentic history of the world. And 
from the extent to which this belief has spread, and is still spreading, and 
also from the injurious effects it has already produced, and is likely still 
further to produce, on the mental and physical condition of a large number 
of the people, it now becomes rather, indeed, I may say, a very serious ques- 
idoB. Some of the effects produced by attending the soirees of these " good, 
bad^ and indifferent '' spirits, will be seenframt^eTeaaona fet^^ted by a staunch 
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supporter of these supernatural pastimes for giving up — in fact, being com- 
pelled to give up — secmces, ** because, in tbe first place (he states), it was too 
exhaustmg to the vital fluids of the medium. (They " took too long a pull, 
or swallowed too much of his atmosphere,''^) And also '* because the 
necessity of keeping the mind elevated to a higher state of contemplation, 
while we were repeating the alphabet and receiving messages letter by letter, 
was too great a strain upon our faculties ; and because the undeveloped and 
earth-bound spirits throng about the medixims, and struggle to enter into 
parley with them^ apparently with the purpose of getting possession of their 
natures, or exchanging natures; and I have heard of sittings terminating 
from this cause in cases of paralysis or dbmonaical possession." 

In such a state, no doubt the poor creatures imagine that they see 
apparitions. I had an old friend who was affected with paralysis of the 
brain, but not from this cause, as he was a tobal and decided disbeliever in 
apparitions ; but from the diseased condition of his brain he had the appear- 
ance of a person or ghost constantly by his side for a considerable time, at 
which he used to laugh, and which I wanted him to introduce to me ; but to 
me it was always invisible. One day at dinner he stood up, and said to those 
present, " Don't you see I'm going ?" and fell down — dead ! 

Although there is much to laugh at with respect to these modem spirits, 
although some of the scenes at the seances are perfectly ridiculous — and 
would have afforded capital subjects for the powerful pen of my dear deceased 
friend, " Thomas Ingoldsby" — the "raps" rapped out sometimes are positive 
nonsense and sometimes positive falsehood; and "evil communications," 
which all who have been to school know, " corrupt good manners," yet, on 
the other hand, there are serious symptoms sometimes attended with serious 
consequences. 

The mediums tell us that these spiritual manifestations are permitted by 
the " Omnipotent ;" that Jesus Christ sanctions some of these spiritual 
communications, and are indeed given us as if proceeding from Himself; 
and yet we find that some persons who attend these "seaTwes" have their 
nervous system so shaken as to distort their limbs, in fact, lose the use of 
their limbs altogether, or are " driven raving mad !" 

In " The Light in the Valley," a work which I consider ought to be 
entitled ^^ Darkness in the Valley," but which I must do the author the 
justice to say is written and edited in what is evidently intended as a pro- 
found, proper, and religious spirit, and with a good intent ; but however 
sincere and honest those pious feelings may be, they are nevertheless distorted 
religious Opinions, contaiining symbolical ideas as dark as any symbolical 
enianations ever given forth in the darkest ages. 

In this work specimens are given of ^^ spirit mriti/ng*^ and ^^ spirit draming,'' 
The "spirit writing" consists of unmeaning, unintelligible scribbling fecrawls, 
and very rarely containing any letters or words. These productions are 
ascribed to a " spirit hand " seizing and guiding the medium's hamd, but which 
is nothing more than involuntary action of the muscles under an excited 
and unnatural state of the nervous system; and the spirit drawings are 
executed under similar conditions. The drawings profess to be designed 
and conjointly executed in this way, by holy spirits or angels^ and are given 
as sacred guidances to man. These are th^ TaB^YOiDL^ cs^^s^w^s^ %s^^ \i'^'5S.\ 
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but, tmfortnnately, too many of these sort of drawings may be seen in 
certain asylums. But if I know anything of religion, which I have been 
looking at carefully and critically for half a century ; also if I know anything 
of designing and drawing, in which profession I have been working in my 
humble way for more than that time, I pronounce these spirit drawings 
(in the language of art) to be " out of drawing," and contrary to all healthy 
emanations of thought as design and compogition ; and instead of repre- 
senting subjects or figures which would convey a proper and great idea of 
Divine attributes, are, in fact, caricatures of such sacred subjects. 

I shall here give a few extracts from the communication of these false 
spirits, and spiritual explanations of these spint scrawls and scratches ; but 
some which I had intended to insert, upon reflection, I refrain from giving, 
believing that they would not only be ofiensive to sensible religious persons, 
but injurious to youthful minds. Some of the illustrations given in this book 
are furnished by a " drawing medium," under the titles of " Christ without 
Hands," *'the Bearded Christ," "Christ among the Sphere," "the Woman 
Crucified," etc., etc. In the first of these something like a figure is scribbled 
in, and surrounded with scratches, called spirit writing ; the " Bearded Christ" 
is merely a bust, very badly drawn, and produced in the same unnatural way, 
and surrounded by the same sort of scribbling. The shape of the beard and 
the atmosphei^e of the beard are, it appears, most important matters ; and 
the author, in speaking of this, says, in describing Him, " In * the Bearded 
Christ' the atmosphere of the beard, as well as the beard itself, is repre- 
sented ; and I am acquainted with a ' seeing medium,' who has seen the 
beard-atmosphere, not only when the beard is worn, but about the shaven 
chin, with sufficient precision to decide of what shape the beard would be 
were it allowed to grow"!!! !!!!!!!!!!!! 

The subject professing to represent " Christ among the Spheres'*^ is a 
better and more finished drawing ; but, according to all the laws and rules 
of proportion, the figure of Christ, by the side of our globe, would bo 
30,000 miles in height, and a lily which he holds in his hand 15,000 miles 
long ] All these gross absurdities show, that the real spirit has nothing 
whatever to do with such absurd doctrines or productions. This " drawing 
medium" gives an account of the trials and sufferings, bodily and mental, 
which she went through before she became an accomplished and complete 
medium ; and, according to her own statement, she must have gone through 
a most fearful and horrible schooling. In one part it is stated she went 
through " several months of "most painful hewilderment and extreme disi/ress of 
mind;^^ and in another part she says that the intensest antagonism between 
TRUTH and FALSEHOOD, between light and darkness, encounters the astounded 
and unprepared pilgrim upon his first entrance into the realm of spirit. 
"I felt frequently as if enveloped in an atmosphere which sent through 
my whole frame warm streams of electricity in waving spirals from the 
crown of my head to the soles of my feet ; and occasionally, generally at 
midnight, I was seized with twifcchings and convulsive movements of my 
whole body, which were distressing beyond words. All these symptoms at 
length came to a crisis in a frightful trance." And this drawing medium 
signs herself " Comfort 1" and iurther states that — • 

'^ Walking in the night, the strange drawing pTOceaa instantly commenced, 
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and I felt and saw within me tbe figure of an angel, whose countenance 
resembled that of Christ, descending from a morning sky towards me, and 
bearing upon his shoulders a large cross, whilst from his lips proceeded these 
words — ' Love, mercy, peace, but not till after death/ Again my soul 
trembled with anguisli, for that strange portentous word, ' deatlif* was ever 
written within me or without. This peculiar stage of development soon 
produced a singular affection of my throat, an affection of the mucous 
membrane, which caused several times a day, and especially when rising in 
the morning, the most distressing sensations. After suffering thus for several 
days, the mysterious writing informed me that I must take a certain quantity 
of jport wine every day, and then the sensation would leave me." And she 
adds, "I followed the spiritual direction, and found almost immediate relief." 
The spirit doctor, in fa<;t, after the dreadful suffering the scholar had 
gone through, prescribed a " drop of comfort," a drop of the spirit of 
Alcohol, which spirit is very much like these rapping spirits, deceitful and 
dangerous, and this, we may presume, is the reason why the medicine adopted 
the name of " comfort." Well, some people will say that some little comfort 
was needed after so much discomfort and suffering — but why, all this suffer- 
ing ? Cannot these spirit drawing-masters instruct their pupils in this poor, 
wretched, miserable style of drawing, without all this misery and punishment? 
If not, I should think that very few ladies or gentlemen would like to take 
lessons in drawing, or, indeed, in any other art, under such painfiil circum- 
stances. A spirit drawing-master's card would, I presume, be something 
like the following : — 



TOM PAIN, 

Jrafeing Pasttr. 

MEDITTM BFIBIT DBAWING TAXJaHT, XJNDEB EXTBEHE TOBTUBE, 

IN TWENTr-POUB LESSONS, AT SO MUCH ILL-HEALTH 

AND SUPPEBINa PEE LESSON. 

N.B. — Private Residence, undeb the Table. 

%* All the Drawing and Writing MateriaU to be provided by the 
Pupils. The lashing supplied by the Spirit, and the Medical Advice G-ratia ; 
but the Pupils to find the " drop of spirit comfort " themselves. 



In taking one more extract from " Comfort," I hope that I am not giving 
any discomfort to that " medium," who, from my mmost heart I hope and 
trust, is NOW enjoying that rational and natural comfort which all well-wishers 
to their fellow- creatures wish strangers to feel, as well as their friends. The 
medium proceeds to say : — " Ignorance of their real nature and of their 
alternate purposes in the progress of civilization and development of mind, 
has already caused irmnense misery in many directions, and will cause more 
and more, even infinitely worse, until the time arrives that the medical 
world will follow the example of Dr. Garth Wilkinson in his valuable 
pamphlet on the treatment of lunacy through spiritualism, and calmly regard 
this growing development not as insanity, but as a hey whereby to unlock 
insanity ^^ III 

I have not the slightest notion of what this pamphlet contains, but from 
the above very uncomfovtMe opinion expressed \s^ ** QiCiXstot'O'^ Ti:^^^'^*^^^ 
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matter, it seems to me that a sufficient " key** is here given to nnlock, if not 
all, at all events, the greater part of the mysteries of this spirit drawmg and 
spirit writing^ and, indeed, the whole of this spirit movement. 

I would here call the attention of the medical world to the way in which 
the spirits are acting towards that body. I presume that they are the spirits 
of deceased members of the profession ; and if so they are acting in a 
most unbrotherly, underhanded manner, in fact, undermining the pro- 
fession altogether by "rapping" out prescriptions from ^mder the table, for 
which they do not take a "rap" as a fee. Yes, " advice gratis" for nothing. 
I entreat medical men not to smile at my remarks, for they may be 
assured that there is a dark conspiracy — I cannot say "afoot," because 
spirits have no feet — but I may say in hand ; and as matters stand at present, 
it looks as if " The D. without the M., and Dr. Faustus" had entered into a 
partnership to destroy all medical doctors by introducing a system which 
they could not only not practise, but, as far as I am able to judge, could 
never understand, and which, though it is given in the " Light in the Valley," 
^^read** they may, and "7?iarA;" they may, ^^ learn** they cannot, and "in- 
wardly digest" they never will. 

In the concluding pages of the " Light in the Valley," a letter is intro- 
duced, which is evidently written by a highly-educated person, in support of 
"an occult law," and from all that is stated in this letter the writer 
might as well have said at once, I believe in witchcraft, or that craft 
which enables an ignorant old woman, who is called a "witch," to 
make contracts with the Evil One, for the purpose of torturing, or 
making miserable for life, or destroying xmto death, her neighbours, their 
children, or their cattle ; and that an ignorant old man, under the name of a 
"wizard," may do the same; also, in astrology, or "ruling the stars," to 
predict coming events, or the ftiture fate of individuals bom at particular 
periods of the year, according to the position of the stars at that time ; or in 
" fortune- telling," performed either by " crossing the hand" with a piece of 
money, got out of some simpleton's pocket for that purpose, but which never 
gets back there again ; or by bits of paper, called " cards ;" to which also may 
be added, as a matter of course, I believe in ghosts, hobgoblins, and in every- 
thing of a supernatural character. 

We can readily xmderstand why the ignorant and uneducated believe in 
all these matters ; the cause is traced and known ; but it seems almost 
inipossible to believe that educated persons, even with a small amount 
of reflection, can put their faith in such superstitious delusions ; and if the 
question is put to such persons, as " show us any good" resulting in the 
existence of an " occult law," we may safely defy any one to show one 
instance^ where any good lias ever resulted from such a belief in wh^t they 
term the deep "arcana of Nature's book," or rather unnatural nonsense. 
Whereas, on the other hand, the amount of evil arising from this source 
has been fearfully great, and the murders many ; dragging poor old creatures 
through ponds, and hanging them, and even torturing them to death in a way 
too disgusting to describe. Our own records are, unfortunately, too massive 
of such ignorant and savage atrocities ; but not only were such deeds enacted 
in this (at that time) so misnamed Christian land, but also in other countries 
denominated Christian ; but which title their brutal acts gave them, like pur- 
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selves, no right to assume ; not only in Europe, but also in America. In that 
country, about the year 1642, many poor old women were persecuted to 
death. One woman was hung at Salem for bewitching four children, and 
the eldest daughter afterwards confessed to the tricks that she and hor 
sisters had played in pretending to be " bewitched." 

But in our own time we find that this belief in the power of foretelling 
events leads to much mischief and misery, and from certain facts we may be 
assured that there is a larger amount of evil from this cause than is made 
known to the public. The " occult law" leads to many breaches of the law 
of the land, and to serious crime ; it opens the door to gross imposture, 
swindling, and robbery, misleading the minds of simple people, and turning 
their conduct and ways from their proper and natural coarse, and the 
strauge una/xountahh conduct of some persons might be easily accounted for, 
when traced to this "fortune-telling" foolery. The happiness of one family 
was destroyed only the other day by a deaf and dumb " ruler of the stars," 
who is now in penal servitude, and who would have been executed had the 
offence been committed some years back. Several such " rulers of the 
stars," or " fortune-tellers," have been hung for similar crimes, in my time, 
one I remember was a black man, hung at the Old Bailey. 

The clothes test cannot be brought to bear upon the predicting of events, 
but there is a fe«<, which maybe brought with equal force upon this question, 
which is, that although these prophets profess to tell what is going to 
happen to others, they cannot poeetell what is going to happen to them- 
selves, for if they could, they would have, of course, avoided the punish- 
ments which the law has, and is constantly inflicting upon them for their 
offences. And Mr. "Zadkiel," for instance, would not have brought his 
action against Admiral Sir Edward Belcher, if he could have foreseen the 
result ; after which, no doubt, he cried out, " Oh ! my stars ! — if I had known 
as much as I know now, I never would have gone into court !" 

A " Bow Street officer" (as a branch of the old police were styled) told 
me that he had a warrant to take up a female fortune-teller, who was pluck- 
ing the geese to a large amount. Her principal dupes were females, and he 
being a gomder had some difficulty in managing to get an introduction (for 
this tribe of swindlers use as much caution as they can). He however 
succeeded in getting the wise woman to tell him his fortune, for which he 
professed himself much obliged, and told her that as he had a little faculty 
in that way himself, he would in return, tell her, her fortune, which was, 
that she was that morning going before the magistrate at Bow Street, 
who had some power in this way also, and ho would likewise tell her her 
fortune. She smiled at first and would not believe in what he said, but he 
showed her the warrant, and all came true that he had told her; but 
nothing came true of what she had told him. 

From the high and pure character of many persons well known to me, 
who are mixed up in these seances^ it is almost impossible not to believe 
their statements of these wonders, the truth of which wonders they so 
positively assert. If true, they are indeed wonderful ; but if triclcs, then do 
they surpass all other tricks, ever performed by all the " sleight of hand" 
gentry put together, who ever bamboozled poor credulous, simple creatures, 
or astonished and puzzled a delighted audience* 
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There can be but two sides to a question, fnie or false ; and, as already 
hinted, it remains for the mediums to prove their case, and to place the 
matter in a better light than it stands at present, which is indeed a very dim 
and uncertain sort of "night light ;" but as, up to this time, their assertions 
are at variance with what has hitherto been considered as sound sense and 
understanding, those outside the ** circle" have not only a right, to be cautious 
of stepping into such a circle, but, until some more reasonable reasons are 
given — even putting aside the cui bono for the present — unless some rational 
natural cause can be assigned, they have a right to suspect the whole, either 
as a Delusion or a Disease, 

But even if this party |?roye, that these " thing-em bobs'* are real spirits, 
they appear to be so dreadful and dangerous, and there really is such a 
" strong family likeness" between some of them, and a certain " Old Gentle^ 
faan^^ that I would say " the less they have to do with them the better ;" 
but even supposing they are not " so black as they are painted " (by their 
mediums), if even they are a sort of " half-and-half," nevertheless, I 
would say — 

" Rest, rest, perturbed spirits rest ;" 
For if not for you, for us 'twill be the best. 

There may be, as already observed, more things hetween heaven and 
earth than were dreamt of in the philosophy of Horatio ; but let the 
"inquiring spirit" rest assured that amongst these "things" there* could not 
be included the Ghost of Iron Armour; and though 'tis said "there's 
nothing like leather," yet none of these said " things" could have been the 
LEATHER of " Top-BOOTs" — no, not cvcu the LEATHER of the " tops" nor the 
LEATHER of the " sOLEs" thereof. 

In concluding, I will just add to this Addenda, that, — 

Although I Ifwtfce seen, (in the " mirage," in the sky) 
A ship " upside down," the great hull and big sails. 

No one, has ever yet seen, such things, as the Ghosts, 
Of Hats or Wigs, or of short, or long Pig — tails. 

And this is the " long and the short" of my 

DISCOVERY CONCERNING GHOSTS, 

with 

A RAP AT THE RAPPERS. 



THE £ND. 
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A FEW PAETING EAPS AT THE SPIEIT-RAPPEES. 



The Reader will have observed, in the preceding pages, the importance 
which I attach to the Clothes Test, or the impossibility of there being such 
things as the ghosts of coats, hats, sticks, etc., etc., etc. ; and that I have 
challenged the believers in Ghosts, the Mediums, and even the Spirits them- 
selves — and as these new-fashioned Spirits and the old-fashioned Ghosts must 
be acquainted with each other, and upon friendly terms, does it not appear 
strange that the New Spirits do not ask the Old Spirits all about their 
clothes, and "Eap" out the information required, and tqll us distinctly 
what the ghostly apparel is composed of; and as this work has been before 
the public now more than twelre months, these parties have surely had time 
enough to answer this question, but which, however, they have not, I am 
not at all surprised at this, because I knew beforehand that they could not, 
and this is therefore a complete triumph to my brother discoverers and myself. 
The Editor of the " Spiritual Magazine," in reviewing my " Discovery " — 
which, if he did not do it in a bad spirit, evidently did it in a bad temper — 
and in shuffling and evading the required answer, tries to bolster up his 
arguments by quoting the Bible, and that most unjustly, and by referring 
his readers to his own magazine, to Swedenborg's '^Heaven and Hell," 
and to Newton Crosland's **New Theory of Apparitions." In reply 
to this, I would remind this Editor of the old saying, that ** the Devil 
can quote Scripture;" and with respect to the pages of his own maga- 
zine, and to Swedenborg, it is quite clear that they give nothing worth 
notice, for if there had been even one word, it would have been brought 
against me in this case. But of course they are very unwilling to acknow- 
ledge a defeat ; and as they have clearly no ghosts to refer to upon such a 
question — and, indeed, if they have, it is quite clear that those Spirits are as 
ignorant and as unable to give the asked-for information as themselves. But, 
poor souls ! they try their best (and "bad is their best ") to meet this diffi- 
culty by making the most extraordinary and, what I consider, profane sug- 
gestions. Here is one, for instance, from the " New Theory of Appari- 
tions " : — 

" The great difficulty, in explaining the phenomena of apparitions, is to 
account satisfactorily for the spectral appearance of garments as well as 
persons. 

" To meet this difficulty, I venture to offer as a 

solution the following hypothesis : That every significant action of our lives — 
in the garments we wear, and in the attitudes and gestures of our humanity 
— is vitally photographed or depicted in the spirit-world ; and that the 
angels, under God's direction, have the power of exhibiting, as a living pic- 
ture, any specific circumstances or feature* to t\io^^ ^\vo Vw6 ^^ ^^^ ^ 
Bpiritml Bight'' I \ I 
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Now, this and similar suggestions upon this point, and other features of 
this Spirit-movement, compel me to declare that of all the Ghost books and 
Spirit-Eapping publications which have come under my notice (with one 
exception), there are not any of the writers who seem to have a proper idea 
of the. SuPBEME Beikg ! Just look at this suggestion of Mr. Crosland's ! 
" of the angels, under God's direction," photographing people " in the gar- 
ments we wear." God's Angels photographing Gentlemen in their gold 
lace or buckskins, or Sweeps covered with soot, or Beggars in their filthy 
rags, " all tattered and torn," and Priests " all shaven and shorn " I And 
in " The Light in the Valley," a work already quoted, there is an account 
of a gentleman (of position, it appears,) who when at Paris, at the time that 
Louis Philippe was in power, saw some most extraordinary " manifestations " 
when in presence of that monarch, but he did not like to mention it to any 
one, or to bring it forward ; and, in writing an account of this to a friend, 
says : — " I was in great anxiety of mind for some time, but at last I deter- 
mined to do nothing more than write it to one of my sisters ; fearing that, 
after all, the Almighty might be temptmff me with a delimon, and that I 
might only expose myself to pity and ridicule, and perlmjps make a goose of 
myself, if I sought to make it known to any great people." 

I wish it to be distinctly understood that I do not mean to insinuate that 
these spiritualists are what are termed infidels or irreligious people, but that 
their ideas of an Almighty God are totally different from the established 
ideas of that sacred power, and as held by the most profound divines, and by 
men of the most reverent and deepest reflection, and therefore I consider 
they do wrong in mixing up the name of God in matters which in many 
cases are absurd, to say the least of them. 

The celebrated Mr. Home is such a powerful arid prominent Medium in 
these matters, and such an extraordinary circumstance has occurred to him, 
that I feel compelled to place him on the tapis again. It will be necessary 
here to state, for the information of those who may not be aware of the fact, 
that Mr. Home has deserted the Protestant Church, and gone over to the 
Church of Eome, and being in Italy, some few months back, the Pope sent 
for him (he being one of his flock), or rather the Pope sent him to the Inqui- 
sition, for the chief of that very meek, mild, and merciful institution to 
question Mr. Home, as to whether he had entered into any compact with tlie 
evil one, in reference to the table lifting and rapping, Mr. Home denied at 
once having entered into any compact of the sort with the Devil, but declares 
that whilst making this denial, the table at which the Chief of the Inquisition 
was sitting, eose up several times ! Now Mr. Home is, we believe, a gen- 
tleman, and as such we ought not to doubt his word; but then on the other 
hand the Pope is Infallible, and as he can do no wrong, of course, whatever 
he does do, miist be right, and as he suspected that the table was lifted with 
the assistance of the Spirit of "Old Nick," I merely make a sketch of the 
Pope's notion of the "Table Lifting," leaving the reader to take which side 
he pleases in this rather extraordinary controversy. 

Before taking leave of Mr. Home, I must just extract a few words from 

the " Spiritual Magazine" with reference to hands of mediums. It states that 

"Jn mediuma there is invariably found an excess of 'od-force' (odd?) and 

electncitjr. " The hands of mediums are i!o\m4 to "be YuToixiOM'a in dark rooms, 
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SO miisli BO that some of them can light gas from the endd of their fingers. 
This is the case with Mr. Home, who at New York, one eveniog, lighted the 
gas thirty-six times in aucceaaion, by merely approaching it with the tips of 
his fingers. 

How suggestive this is ? What a jolly thing it would be if " Jolly Dick 
the Lamplighter " could dispense with his lamp and ladder, and the Spirits 
would lift him up as they do Mr. Home, and float him or whisk him, up one 
side of a street and down the other, whibt he lit the lamps with the tips of 
hia fingera ! 




The Spiritualists generally are extremely anxious to make coarerts, and 
many of them are extremely angry with the "outsidera" for not instantly 
coming over into their " circles," to their way of thinking and believing ; but 
the Spiritoaliat should recollect that they are asking the " outsider " to be- 
lieve not only what seoms to be veri/ improbable, but also what aeema to be 
utterly imposaihle. 

I'or example, there is a work entitled "Mary Jane; or, Spiritualism 
chemically explained, with spirit drawings," etc, etc., in which the author 
(evidently a man of philosophic mind) declares that out of the phoaphoroua, 
proceeding from hia own body, a spirit was created, and that he was brought 
face to face with an intelligence answering mental questions, and exhibiting 
allthequalitiesofanintellectualbeing, and this spirit is named "Mary Jane j" 
in speaking of whom he aays : — 

" I found myaelf now in presence of intellect ; in fact, of an intellectual 
being ; for, as 1 was satisfied that the phenomenon depended upon the emis- 
sion of certain elements, and that the phenomenon ceases the instant the 
hands are withdrawn from the table, it woe dear that tlie intellect was a quality 
or property of these elements, or, perhaps more correctly, of that combination of 
elements." 

He goea on to aay that he is perfectly satisfied, and declarea positively, 
from hia own and hia wife's expecietme, ticiat ftvaaa ^^av^a «wi ■asi^ "^^ 
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spirits of deceased persons (this statement is contrary to an established belief 
amongst the Spiritualists generally) ; and he adds : — 

*' That there is very high testimony to its being the spirits of departed 
persons, I allow, having continually seen ladies conversing with the (sup- 
posed) spirits of their deceased relatives at our table, and receiving the most 
assuring messages of love and affection ; but whether it was really those 
spirits, and who accompanied them in their carriages on the visit,* or whether 
it was our Mary Jane who echoingly avowed the sentiments they expressed, 
is a matter for discussion between scientific chemists and theologians. Our 
Mary Jane delights in accompanying the violin or the guitar in the fastest 
waltz, in playing cards and dominoes, and in making very smart answers to any 
remarks addressed to her, and when we are alone, gives her opinion respect- 
ing persons and things in a most unreserved manner, but as to her having at 
any time been the denizen of any other corporal body than that which she 
now has, our evidences carry the most profound conviction to our minds of 
the contrarv." 

It appears that it is asserted by a Mr. Kardec that we are continually 
surrounded by " myriads of spirits — good, bad, and indifferent," The author 
of ** Mary Jane " was much alarmed at this, fearing that accidents might 
happen from the crush amongst such a crowd of spirits, and mentioned his 
fears to a friend of his, a Mr. Baker, who, however, relieved his mind by 
assuring him that *' the spirits can walk through one another and not feel it.^^ 
The author expresses a wish that we could imitate the spirits in this respect, 
as it would be delightful in crowded thoroughfares. 

It is not my intention to review this author's work, but I may just add, 
that he has discovered that Man is condensed gas, and of Women he says : — 
" Let any lady go to the South Kensington Museum, and see the jar of 
phosphorous, 1| lb., being part of a man weighing 154 lb., and as females have 
more than men, she will see that she has 2 lb. of phosphorous in her body, 
daily being added to and eliminated, enough to make three hundred hoxes of 
lucifers; in fact, she is a veritable glow-worm." 

That, " if the medium is cold, hungry, or tired, a bottle of champagne or 
a bowl of punch will immediately increase and enliven the manifestation." 

That odylic vapour possesses the power of taking the shape of hands, arms, 
dress, etc., even of an entire person dressed ; and that " the high thought, 
philosophy, independence, conciseness, and deep reflection evinced by many 
of the answers and sentiments expressed by the odylic fluid, point to its con- 
nection with a general thought atmospliere, as all-pervading as electricity, and 
which possibly is in itself, or is in intimate connection with, the principles of 
causation of the whole universe." 

All this, it must be confessed, is very "o<?" indeed, particularly the 
glowing description of " lovely woman ;" but I leave the reader to digest this 
*' odylic vapour," and proceed to another very odd and new feature of this 
spiritualism. 

* This surely suggests an addition to our invitation cards, something in this style, "We 
shaQ he happy also to receive the spirits of your departed relations and Mends, so pray bring 
them with xou—tbe ^more the merrier/ *' or " tho more, the more solemn," as you may feel 
disposed. 
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When a child, I remember being much amused and astonished at the 
nursery rhyme of 

"Hey! diddle diddle, 
The oat played the fiddle, 
The oow jumped over the moon, 
And the little dog laughed to 
See such fine sport, and 
The dish ran away with the spoon." 

As I grew up, and upon mature reflection, I decided in my own mind that 
such wonderful feats as these could never be performed ; but when I heard that 
it was more than possible that a man could float up in the sky, without a 
balloon, or any earthly help ; that tables could jump up and down, by them- 
selves, nay, run across a room ; and now that men could be tied up as " tight 
as wax," bound "hand and foot," tied firmly to seats, and yet become 
instantly untied ; that accordions could play of their own accord, that fiddles 
could play "Hey! diddle diddle," without anybody touching them, that 
tambourines could go bang-bang about the room, and bang people's heads at 
the same time, that brass trumpets could go slap bang upon the fioor without 
the aid of a trumpeter ! and many more marvellous things ; that it began to 
be boldly asserted that a man could take his coat off, although his hands were 
tied behind his back, and that therefore matter was not matter, — then I began 
to wonder v^hat matter was, and what was the matter ? and began to sing, " Oh! 
dear, what can the matter be ;" and recollecting that some few years back a 
French philosopher had brought the moon down, nearly to the top of a 
tolerably high church steeple, and putting all this, and all that together, I 
began to think that I had come to a wrong conclftsion, upon the impossibili- 
ties of these feats being performed by cats, cows, spoons, and dishes, and 
that as to the dish running away with the spoon ! that was a mere nothing 
to what is done every-day, and therefore might be looked upon as an at^ 
fait accompli ; and that from what had taken place lately, it was more than 
probable that one of these now wonderful days, the cat might play the fiddle, 
and that after all we really might see the " cow jump over the moon !" and then 
of course the little dog would laugh, and the dish would run away with the 
spoon, proving that *' wonders will never cease," and that " there is many a 
true word spoken in jest." 

I speak of these possible wonders in wondering at the wonderful per- 
formances of the Brothers Davenport, whose wonderful manifestations have 
been so extra-extraordinary that if they have not " set the table in a roar," 
they have certainly set the town in an uproar ! 

In a pamphlet entitled " The Davenport Brothers : their History, Travels, 
and Manifestations ; also the Philosophy of Dark Circles, ancient and modem," 
by Orrin Abbott, published this year in New York, the author, in the pre- 
face, says, " I have written this work in obedience to what seemed to be a 
popular demand for reliable information respecting the history of the Daven- 
port Brothers and sister*, and the character of the phenomena occurring in 
their presence. For this work my early and long acquaintance with their 
mediumship has qualified me.'' 

* The sister and another lady perfom the ««m« m«!5^«i^^jc»% ^ V«t\st^^«t:<b, 
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" Farther than this, the S^pirit who claims to be the controlling power in 
the manifestations occurring in their presence, has requested me to explain to 
the public the laws of Nature which render darkness more favourable than 
light for physical demonstrations." 

And he goes on to say, that he will add some Scriptural illustrations of the 
fact that the same laws controlled ghostly a>nd angelic manifestations in ancient 
as in modern times. 

Ira Davenport, the father of these young men, is a native of New York ; 
their mother (Virtue) is an Englishwoman. They resided in Buffalo, TJ. S. — 
the eldest bom in 1839, the second in 1841 — and became mediums in 1855. 
The papa had heard of " table tipping," and thought he would try the experi- 
ment at home ; did so, and was astonished ; " when the lights were removed a 
violin would float about in the air," " thrumming of its strings." " The boys," 
he said, " would lose their gravity ^ and he would hear their voices at the top 
of the room." 

'* The spirit that controlled the boys gave his name as Johnny King, but 
subsequently told them that his true name was Sir Henry Morgan, and that 
he once was Governor of the Island of Jamaica. They had got a speaking 
trumpet, and a voice claiming to be Johnny King was then in the practice of 
talking through the trumpet, and said many amusing things." 

The manifestations increased, and the boys became popular, and they 
travelled through the country. Their father went with them, and " did all 
he could to humour, gratify, and convince his unbelieving audiences, but was 
not at all times successful ;" and ** when they returned to Buffalo, in order to 
satisfy unbelievers, and clear the boys from suspicious imputations thrown 
upon them, the father adopted the method of tying them. He furnished a 
rope the size of a common clothes-line, and before extinguishing the light, 
would call for sceptics to come forward and tie the boys. This they might 
do in their own way, making this reserve only that they should not distress 
them " (that is, tie them too tight). This was done evening after evening, and 
month after month, yet the music was played, the trumpet used, and all things 
went on as before. After various performances in the dark, the light would be 
raised, and the mediums found still bound as they had been tied ; and when 
the light was again extinguished, and tvhile all the audience were holding each 
other hy the hand, the cords would be untied and thrown upon them in much 
less time than the men had consumed in tying them." After a time, " they 
had a wardrobe made with seats at each end, and doors that, when thrown 
open, exposed the whole inside to the view of the audience. The seats were 
perforated with holes for tying the boys to them ; then when the boys were 
tied, the instruments put in, and the doors closed, while it was 'dark within 
lights were kept burning for the audience." 

At the end of the pamphlet the writer gives the promised quotations from 
the Bible to show that DAEKNESS IS ESSENTIAL FOE THE AP- 
PEAEANCE OE SPIEITS AND ANGELS. 

These Brothers D. arrived lately in this country, accompanied by two or 

three mediums like themselves ; andtheir" stock in trade," viz., an old fiddle, 

a banjo, a tambourine, and a brass trumpet. Their workshop, or plac« of 

business, where they principally perform their marvels (with, as they say, the 

assistance of ^'Spirits ") is the wardrobe, w\iic\x t\vey e^W.^" «fcTM<iture," 
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These gentlemen have held some private stances in London, at which they 
allowed themselves to be tied with strong cords as tight as it might be 
possible, without stopping the circulation, they were then placed in the 
*' structure," and, then the " Spirits," as they say, began to play upon the 
musical instruments which were placed inside the *' structure," then a hand 
was seen at the little aperture, or window, ringing a bell, then the trumpet 
would bang down from the window on to the floor, then the doors were 
opened, the gas turned up, and there were the Brothers bound. The same 
sort of manifestation was exhibited outside the " structure," the Brothers 
tied to chairs, and the musical instruments placed upon a table, the liglits put 
out, and the company had to join hands and form a circle, and then the 
instruments would fly about the room, and the wind occasioned by their 
passing quickly was felt by the bystanders, and sometimes they also felt a 
knock on the head, or shoulders, or face — one gentleman had his face cut, so 
that it bled freely — this was all done in the dark ; and when the light was 
restored there sat the Brothers D. tied in their chairs; every one was 
astounded at these astonishing "phenomena," at these spiritual manifes- 
tations. 

One gentleman that I know, who knows how to tie a knot as well as any 
sailor, went to one of these meetings for the express purpose of tying up the 
Brothers so tightly that no human being (as he thought) could free himself 
from such "bondage ; when lo, and behold ! the cords were soon seen lying 
on the floor when the lights were turned on. This so surprised my friend 
that he did not know what to think of it, and so " gave it up ; " indeed, these 
exhibitions were so very extraordinary that some of the most acute men in 
this country, as was the case also in America, were completely puzzled, and 
could give no explanation. 

I need scarcely say that there are sceptics in America as well as believers, 
and so here — belieyers, doubters, and unbelievers ; and I, who have purposely 
always kept myself an " outsider," sat down to see if I could " write down*^ 
what I thought to be another attempt to impose upon the public, to show 
the gross and impious absurdity of supposing that any spiritual power could 
engage in playing such jack pudding tricks, or to be such a ''jack in the box," 
to ask if it were the ghost of a fiddler who performed the *^ fiddle de D," and 
if it were the Spirit of some "Jack Ketch" who untied the ropes — to ask 
why it should all be done in the dark, and to ask if the Spirits had directed 
them how to form the '* structure." 

I was about to inquire fully into all this, and a great deal more, when 
a knock came to my door, with an invitation from Mr. Anderson the 
** Wizard of the North," inviting me to attend a performance at St. James's 
Hall, in which he hoped to be able to show in "broad daylight," that 
people who were tied up by persons appointed by tho audience to perform 
this operation, could set themselves free without the aid of supernatural 
Spirits. 

There was a large gathering of ladies and gentlemen in St. James's Hall, 
and Mr. Anderson had prepared a wardrobe similar to the " structure " 
of the Messrs. Davenport. A committee of twelve gentlemen and a 
chairman were selected by the audience from amongst themselves; two 
were medical gentlemen, the others mostly \\t«vi^Ty \ae\i, "^^x.. Ksj^^ssc^irs^ 
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stated that a person who was. to haye been one of the tied that day had dis-. 
appointed him, having been taken suddenly illy and that his second daughter, 
(a young lady about the age of 14 or 15) in order that the visitors should not be 
disappointed, and to assist her papa to carry out his object, had begged him 
to allow her to take the place of the person expected. To this hQ had 
consented, and the young lady appeared in a boy's dress ; and the other 
one to be tied was a Mr. Sutton, Mr. Anderson's treasurer. This gentleman 
was the first that was tied, but tied so tight that he complained of it, thinking 
the circulation might be stopped. However, the doctors thought there was 
no danger, and Mr. Sutton was put into the " structure," and after a short 
time when the doors were opened he was seen still bound, and apparently 
very faint, and unable to release himself from the cordage. This was, of 
course, a sort of triumph for the ** Spiritualists," and also a sad dis- 
appointment to the audience generally. At this moment, however, 
the daughter stepped forward to be tied by the committee, but as the 
ladies and gentlemen had' seen Mr. Sutton apparently suffering a good 
deal from the effects of this tying, there was a cry of " No ! No !" and 
a strong feeling that so tender a person should not be submitted to 
such an ordeal. But the young lady seemed so desirous to try the experi- 
ment, and so anxious to support and assist her father upon the occasion, that 
it was arranged at last, that one or both of the medical men of the committee 
should perform the operation of tying ; and she was accordingly bound 
with cords in such a manner as to satisfy the other members of the com- 
mittee, and also the audience. The young lady, was then lifted into the 
"structure," and after an interval of a few seconds, during which there was 
a most profound silence, and almost painful suspense, her voice was heard ; 
the chairman went to the wardrobe, opened the doors, and there stood the 
clever young girl, unbound and the cords lying at her feet ! This sight was 
hailed by tremendous shouts of applause, of bravos, and hurrahs, loud and 
long, lasting in fact for several minutes ; for this at once proved clearly that 
this trick of getting loose from the cordage could be performed even by a . 
delicate girl without any infernal or supernatural aid. 

As soon as silence was restored she asked for a small piece of rope, and 
requested that the doors might be again closed, and in a few more seconds 
she called for them to open the doors, which was done on the instant, and 
there sat the young heroine, with her hands tied behind her back and the 
rope passed through the holes in the seat, to which it was found that she was 
tied tight and fast ; great applause and loud cheers again, and the audience 
then requested the chairman to untiq the cords, which he did and led the 
young lady forward to make her bow to the delighted and highly gratified 
and satisfied audience. 

Mr. Anderson then intimated that something would be done with the 
musical instruments, but Mr. Sutton, who had failed the first time, begged of 
the audience that he might be allowed to try again ; this was granted, and he 
was tied up, as also was the young lady, a second time, and both of 
them were put into the " structure," their legs tied to the seats and their 
hands tied behind their backs ; the trumpet, guitar, etc., were placed in the 
"structure,'*' and in about a minute or so, a hand was seen at the little 
window I and the next instant out came tlie tnmn^et\ tineci ^ \xwid again ! 
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r— then Mr. Sutton's coat !— then the doors were thrown open, and there 
stood Mr. Sutton and the dear young lady, both released from the cords. 

This concluding part of the performance was carried out amidst roars of 
laughter, and immense applause and cheering, and this interesting exhibition 
was closed by a vote of thanks being proposed to Mr. Anderson, for his 
having done what was considered a public service, in showing and proving 
that such sort of tricks may be done without spiritual agency, which vote 
was carried unanimously, with great applause ; and many advanced to shake 
by the hand a man who in all his performances amuses the public, and in this 
instance had done them a great service. 

It has been said that this exhibition is not at all equal to what the 
Davenports do. No doubt this may be true ; but it must be recollected that 
this was the first appearance of the young lady and Mr. Sutton in this sort 
of performance ; whereas the Davenports are adepts, having practised this 
sort of thing now for about ten years. Since accounts of these tyings and 
untyings have got abroad, it is found to be a very old trick, even in India, 
and is now being done at country fairs and equestrian performances. 

Now, with respect to the Brothers Davenport, the following Questions, 
I think, ought to be put to those gentlemen, viz., Are these new-fangled 
spirits, who made their " first appearance " in America — as their familiar 
" Johnny .King," and such like spirits — indigenous to that country ? and. How 
came these spirits to select the Davenport family ? and, Do the same spirits 
who tied and untied them, and who performed upon the musical instruments, 
and played the tricks in that part of the world, attend upon them also in this 
country ? And if so, how did they come over ? Were they stowed away 
in the "topsails," in the "sky-scrapers," the "moon-rakers," or down helow 
in the hold, or packed up amongst their luggage, or mixing amongst the pas- 
sengers like themselves ? And, further, if these spirits did* not come over 
the sea, did they send letters of [introduction, or messages to the same sort 
of spirits in this country ? and if not, did the Brothers Davenport come to this 
country, confident of receiving a hearty welcome, and the required assistance 
from the same sort of " larkish " spirits that had helped them to perform 
these marvels in their native land ? 

And I would suggest, in order to remove all doubt as to the honesty of 
the Brothers, that they induce " Johnny King " to do something that will 
satisfy everybody of the existence of such spirits, and at the same time take 
away all suspicion of the Brothers; that these spirits should, /i^^ /c>r oncey 
perform all these tricks in beoad dat- light, as Mr. Anderson had them 
done, so that the musical instruments could be seen flying about, and 
that the spectators should see the ropes being tied and untied, whilst the 
Brothers themselves were standing perfectly still ; but if the tying and unty- 
ing must be done in the dark, then I suggest that both their arms should be 
tied to the arms of an unbeliever ; and, in conclusion, should they be unable 
to answer my question, or carry out my suggestion, then I would advise 
them to " pack up their traps," and be off home again. 

It will be better here, perhaps, instead of using any further arguments of 
my own, to let the "mediums " "rap " for themselves; and it will then be 
seen, although unintentionally, that they sometimes rap one another. I will, 
therefore, give an extract from a tract publiftTaftdN?\i\li&\i^'^%^\'^^^^^^ 
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paringfor the press, entitled " SoMBTiii^a about Spiritualism,'* by ** Com- 
mon Sense " (an author who, in another work, is proving that the Earth is 
NOT A Q-lobe). At page 6 of the above-mentioned tract he says : — 

" Remember that the power which spirits possess is over and above the or- 
dinary cov/rse of nature ; hence, the facts to which they give rise are superna- 
tural. Do not interfere^ then, in any way^ and all will be well. Spirits have 
the power, and seem to be fond of communicating with us by making use of 
the arm, or the hand, of a ^* sensitive " person, to convey to us information in 
writing. As soon as the " sensitive '* has thus, for instance, been brought into 
requisition by spirits, he or she is clearly a " Medium.*^ The " Medium," 
then, must he prepared to be used just in the] way which the guiding intelli- 
gence thinks fit. Spirits have the power, one after another, to write through 
the hand of the Medium, each spirit Tnanifesting distinetive peculiarities of 
style. Spirits have the power of putting the Medium into a state of trance, 
and then, one after another, of speaking, and manifesting striking peculiarities 
of voice. We have repeatedly witnessed this kind of manifestation in the case 
of a young lady, an infant-school mistress ; and we have had the pleasure 
of listening to cw many as thirty distinct speeches, from as many different spirits, 
occupying, altogether, about two hours in the course of one evening, in the 
presence of many friends. In these instances, however, the Medium's own 
spirit was, generally, withdrawn from her body by other spirits, instead of being 
put to sleep, or entranced; so that she was, in fact, enabled to enjoy the reali- 
ties of a spiritual state of existence, whilst her body was being used by spirits, 
some of whom were once our intimate earthly friends. And, what is worthy 
of notice, she was, invariably, most reluctant to return and to repossess her own 
body. Spirits have the power, when they have withdrawn the Medium's spirit, 
not only to take *' possession " of the body, but to permit it to remain, for a 
length of time,- tenantless, and, therefore, to all appearance, dead ! We were 
requested, some years ago, by some of the leading medical gentlemen of Eng- 
land, to give them an opportunity of witnessing these phenomena. On our 
second visit to the West End of London, before twenty of these gentlemen, 
various manifestations occurred ; and, amongst the number, that one of which 
we have just spoken. The Medium's spirit was withdrawn, with a sigh, just 
us we notice when a person dies, and her body nemsLmedi spiritless for more than 
twenty minutes in the presence of these gentlemen, who satisfied themselves as to 
her bodily condition by touching her fixedly open eyes with a feather, and by using 
sundry other means well known to medical men. The body of the Medium was 
growing cold; tJie medical gentlemen had anxiety depicted on their countemmces ; 
more than one requested us to ^^ bring Jier to,'' doubtless fearing that she 
might be a veritable corpse ! It so happened that we knew bett^ than this ; 
and we therefore told these gentlemen that what they saw before them was 
doDC by spiritual and not by human agency, and that we had nothing more to 
do with the matter than to take charge of the body, and to prevent experiments 
being tried in ignorance of the real state of the case. In a moment, the usual 
sigh being heard, her body was taken possession of hy & spirit who had been 
accustomed to do this, and the body thus re-tenanted by a living spirit (though 
not its own)^immediately rose from the prostrate condition in which it had been 
-(ying on the Soor, and, manfully standing up, a speech was delivered on the 
subject ofSpiritualism'^with what effect upon ttie SL\x4\^xiaQ GQTi alone knows- 
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Suffice it to say, these gentlemen, at the end of the meeting, denotmced this 
sensitive young lady as an " imjpostory' in Tier hearing. Thus must Mediums be 
prepared to have their feelings wounded ; knowing, as they do, that they are but 
instruments in the hands of higher powers, and also that, in a large proportion of 
the manifestations, they are utterly unconscious of all that has taken place 
through their instrumentality, until afterwards informed of it by the* person 
under whose care they may havfe thought fit to place themselves. We may 
observe, in passing, that these medical gentlemen, who had no faith in us, told 
us that, if we persisted in " doing " this, we should ** drive this yowng lady to a 
lunatic asylum,** "We knew just what value to put upon this caution ; and, 
the fact is that, after having spent some years, most praiseworthily, in the self- 
denying duties of a " Medium," this young lady has shown no sign of insanity 
whatever, unless the taking to herself of a worthy husband be considered to be 
such ! Spirits have the power to speak to us audibly, without using the human 
organism; they have power to make sounds as feeble and yet as distinct as the 
ticking of a watch, or as loud as though produced by a blacksmith's hammer ; 
they have power to open prison doors, to roll away stones, to u/nite knotted ropes, 
and to confound the Materialist with his own clumsy weapons; they have 
power to malce themselves visible and tangible too, as well to people who are not 
sensitive as to those who are, sensitives always having the advantage ; they 
have power to produce lights easily seen by Mediums in a room from which all 
natural or artificial light is excluded ; they have power to write as it were on the 
wall, or in a mirror, a crystal, or a water-bottle, as fast as a schoolmistress may 
read, and quicker than some Phonograpliers can write ; they have the power 
to produce scenes in like manner, which Mediums, in their waJceftil state, in a 
darkened room, shall be enraptured with, and shall describe in glowing lan- 
guage ; they have the power to cause the prophetic visions of tJie night, the 
phenomenon of somnambulism, and the spectral forms of animals and birds 
which are seen by many at times when Death is not far off." 

The young lady " medium " here alluded to may not have been driven to a 
lunatic asylum, but to show that such a consequence does sometimes attend the 
mediums, and others mixed up in the "manifestations," I will again quote iN'ewland 
Crosland (a firm believer in these spirits), when giving his reasons for discon- 
tinuing the " seances." At page 14 of his work, already noticed, he states : — 

" Because sitting for manifestations is dangebous if too frequently prac- 
tised. The undeveloped and earth-bound spirits throng about the mediums, 
struggle to enter into parley with them, apparently with the purpose of 
getting possession of their natures, or exchanging natures; and I have 

HEAED OF SITTINGS TERMINATING EROM THIS CAUSE IN CASES OE PAEALYSIS 

AND DEMONIACAL POSSESSION." 

That is as I have already stated, losing the use of their limbs, and going 
stark staring raving mad. 

Again he says : — 

" Those observers who maintain that these spirit-manifestations are of 
diabolic origin are so far right, that one-half of the revelations at least cannot 
be attributed to ant otheb sottboe. The Devil has certainly firm possession 
of an active moiety of our thoughts and actions, and he would be a poor plotter 
indeed if he did not contrive to take advantage of so splendid an oppoetunity 

EOB CEEATINO CONFUSION AND LEADINQt T3a J^^tTliCi?' 
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And he further declares that if the fascinating extrayagancies of these «n- 
developed spirits are encouraged, " they will certainly lead to tTie most DAN- 
GEROUS COIN-SEQUENCES!'' 

This, it must be admitted, is strong language for any one to use, who 
believes and who patronizes Spiritualism ; and if not a " rajp," is certainly a 
tap on the head for ** Common Sense." Speaking of sense leads me to notice 
what appears to me to be a very sensible answer to an invitation to a 
" manifestation " party, and i's so opportune and appropriate, that I take the 
opportunity of inserting it in this place. It appeared in the " Times " of 
Tuesday, the 8th inst., and runs thus : — 

Me. Faeadat and Spieitualism. — Mr. Faraday, in answer to a spiritual invitation, 
has sent the following characteristic reply : — Q-entlemen, I am obliged by your courteous 
invitation, but really I have been so disappointed by the " manifestations" to which my notice 
has at different times been called, that I am not encouraged to give any more attention to 
them, and I therefore leave those to which you refer in the hands of the professors of leger- 
demain. If spirit communications not utterly worthless should happen to start into activity, 
I will trust the spirits to find out for themselves how they can move my attention.. I am. 
tired of them. With thanks, I am very truly yours, M. Faeaday. 

Eoyal Institution, October 8. 

This, I repeat, seems to he a very sensible view of the state of Spiritualism ; 
but rational sound sense, formed upon the deep reflection of a sound and expe- 
rienced mind, seems to be wholly set at nought by these " Spirit Eappers," 
whatever the educated, respectable " Common Sense,*' aye, and highly intelli- 
gent advocates of this " Spiritualism " may assert to the contrary. In con- 
clusion, I can only say for one, that if it can be ]^TOYed satisfactorily that there 
is ANY GOOD in this Spiritualism, I will willingly assist to work out that good ; 
if disease, then endeavour to heal it ; if imposture, expose and put a stop to it ; 
if evil, then give it such a bap as shall, if possible, send it to the place from 
whence it came. 

THE SHAKSPEAEE MONUMENT. 

At page 41 it will be seen that I requested the '* spirits " to be so obliging 
as to give some information as to how the amalgamated committees would 
work when brought together for the purpose of carrying out the above object. 
To this request there certainly was no direct answer ; but from the entire 
failure of this attempt to effect a rational and national object, one would almost 
be led to believe that some naughty and malicious spirits had done their best 
to sour and ultimately put out that good spirit which seemed at first to ani- 
mate all who had joined to take part in this movement. However, I take this 
opportunity of stating that there are a few ardent spirits who formed part of 
these committees who are determined that something shall be done, and they 
are enlisting the working men and others of Great Britain to assist in raising a 
monument — not as a piece of " hero worship," as it is called, but to show their 
admiration of one of the greatest, if not the greatest poet that ever lived. But 
let it be remembered, that Shakspeare did not make his own mind 5 it was the 
gift of the Great Ceeatob ! 
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